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HEN the noble Bharata 
procerded to the houea 
of bis maternal uoele, he 
tondly took with him 
Satrughna the repressor 
of passions. — Enter. 
vained with love sad 
honor be dwolt there 

fora timo. He was fondled hy his uncle 

Asvapati with the love of a son. Though 

both of them lived there at cage with every- 

hing to ptoase, the heroio brothers failed 
not to remember the aged king Dasaratha 
and the effuigent king aleo remembered his 
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two sons far away from home—dear Bharata 
and Satrughna, each a match for Varuna or 
a peer of Indra. All the four bulls among 
men were alike dear to bim just like the 
four hands issuing out of his own body. 
Yet amongst them all, the highly energetic 
Bama was the father’s darling, He was 
possessed of ali the best virtues like lord 
Svayambbu among tbe creation. He was 
indeed the eternal Vishnu horn in the world 
of men at the request of the gods who wished 
for the destruction of the haughty Ravana. 
‘With that son of noble splendour Kausalya 
ahone bright just like Aditi with tbe foremost 
of celestials, the weilder of the thunderbolt. 
He was beautiful and strong, free from envy, 
peerless in this world and blessed with al! his 
father's virtues. With placid soul he always 
spoke softly sad even taunts did rot provoke 
 barsh reply. He was pleased with even a 
singte act of obligation and did not remember 
even hundreds of injuries on account of self- 
control. In the intervala of martial exercises 
be always discoursed with the good and the 
virtuous and the aged people. He was in- 
tolligent and sweet-tongued. He always 
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spoke firstand spoke what was dear. Ho 
was strong but did not give place to pride of 
atrength. He never spoke falsehood, wae 
learned and be respected the elders. He was 
beloved of the people and himeelf loved his 
aubjects. He was tender, with anger subdued 
and revered the Brabmii He was kind to 
all creatures, knew dharma, always ruled his 
passions and was ever pure. With intelli- 
gence befitting bis race he was proud of his 
kebatriya duties and considered heaven as 
the result of highly glorious deeds. He never 
engaged bimself in inauspicious deeds nor dtd 
he relish improper talk and in speech and in 
quick reply he wae the equal of Vachaspati. 
Free from ailments, young and eloquent, 
posressing lovely form and cognizant of time 
and place he was the one good person ever 
created in this world. Endowed with excellent 
virtues, this prince appeared to be, aa it were, 
the outward roaming life of his subjests. In 
art and science duly trained, the elder brother 
of Bharata maintained well his student vow. 
He duly learned the Vedas with their angas 
and surpassed his father in the handling of 
weapons and asétras. Of exalted birth, saintly 
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and noble, truthful and just, trained by 
elderly twice-born men who were cognizant 
of dharma and artha, be knew full well the 
olaims and bounds of daty, gain and pleasure. 
Of keen memory and ready tact, he was 
broad-ntinded, heing well versed in social 
usages and customs. He was reserved, with 
features vever disclosing his inner purpose. 
He was resourceful and neither his pleasure 
nor his anger went for nought. He knew the 
times to give and hold. Firm in his faith 
and of steadfast will, he sought no wrong and 
he spoke no ill. Neither idle vor careless he 
know his failings as vel) as those of others. 
Learned in the Sastras and grateful, he knew 
the hearts of others. Te discriminately 
showed favour or disfavour as befitted the 
occasion, He knew to appreciate the virtu- 
ous as also to chastise the evil-doers. He 
knew the means of collecting money and with 
keen eye could guide the expences. He bad 
attained proficiency in all the Sastras as algo 
in the miscellaneous works. He sought 
pleasure after earning arth and dharma and 
was never idle. He knew the various heads 
on which wealth was io he spent in the 
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matter of entertaining and patronising art. 
Be was skilful in mounting and taming ele- 
phants and horses. He was the foremost of 
those versed in the art of the bow and was 
acknowledged among men as an atiratha. 
Skilled to attack aud to deal the blow, be was 
accomplished in marshalling his forces. Ha 
was incapable of heing depressed in fight 
even by the infuriated gods and asuras. He 
was notgiven to carping, had subdued his 
anger and was never elated or malicious, He 
did not disregavd any creature nor was he a 
slave of the times. Endowed with such 
euperior gaalitics the prince was heloved of 
hia subjects as well as of the tlree worlds. 
In forgiveness he resembled the earth, in in- 
tolligence he rescmbled Bribaspati and in 
valour he resembled the lord of Sachi. En- 
dowed with such virtues accoptable to the 
people ag well ng pieasing to his father, Rama 
sbone like the Sun bright with hie rays and 
the Earth desired for her iord this Rama, who 
Possessed such excelient charactor and such 
irrepressible prowese and who resembled the 
Lokapaia. Finding his son crowned with 
80 many incomparable qualities the King 
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Dasaratha, the subduer of his foes, thought 
within himself. The old monarch hoary with 
age reflected thus—' How can Rama become 
King while I live’ and this supreme desire 
rolled in his heart.—' When sball I behold 
my beloved son installed in the Kingdom. 
Surely hs wishes always for the prosperity of 
the people and is kind to all creatures, He 
is dearer to the people than myself just like 
the rain clouds. He resembles Yama and 
Indra in prowess and Bribaspati in intelli- 
gence, in endurance be resembles the moun- 
tain and exocls me in all virtues. How can 
Lin this old age see my son lording the 
whole of this earth and then reach heaven.’ 
Beholding his son endowed with all such 
numerous sterling and immeasurable virtues 
rare among other kings and praised of all the 
world the great King tock counsel with his 
ministers and resolved to make him the 
Yuvaraja. The intelligent king read aright 
the fearful signs in the earth and sky a8 also 
the deorepitude in his body. He understood 
well how dear to all the people was the noble 
Rama whose countenance resembled the full- 
gacon and whose rays drove away all hig 
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grief. Therefore the righteoua monarch with 
a view to encompass the prosperity of him- 
self and his subjects and influenced by his 
love expedited his councillors on the approach 
of the hour. From town and country far and 
near he summoned people, prince and peer. 
“To each he gave a neat ahode and honored 
all. Then, attired in bis royal robes he 
viewed them like Prajapati looking on all the 
‘creatures. But on account of haste that 
Jord of men did not invite either the king of 
tthe Kekayas or Janaka, concluding that a 
little while after hey would receive the glad 
tidings. Whon the king, the repressor of 
hostile forces, was seated on his throne, then 
-honored by the people all the rulers thronged 
into the hall. Facing the monarch those 
kings sat in their places in different seta of 
rows a8 assigned by the monarch. Surround. 
ed by those lords of bigh renown and by the 
throngs from hamlet and from town the 
monareh appeared in regal pride like the 
thousand-eyed lord Indra surrounded by the 
Gods: 
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HB lord of Earth then bowed 
to the fall assembly and 
proclaimed woud in sweet 
and rapturous tones and 
ina resonant voice resem- 
bling the heavenly dram 
or the thundercloud. The 

king addressed the assembled lords right 





royuly in significant tones, mellifuous and 
peerless.—" Tt is known to yor atl how this 
excellent kingdom of mine was ruled by my 
fore-fatbers with paternal care. I am now 
eager to brivg prosperity to the whole of tbhia 
deserving earth. Following the footsteps of 
my ancestors I have, to the best of my power, 
Protected the people with fond care that 
never slept. Toiling thus for all my peoples: 
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weal beneath the shade of the white umbrelia 
my body hae -become old and decrepit. 
Thousands of years have passed over me and 
having lived for a good old age I crave rest 
for the shattered body of mine. Feeble and- 
worn as [ am, [ can scarce bear the heavy 
burden of this world with befitting royal 
dignity, the burden that is impossible to be 
borne hy thore who have not controlled the 
senses. J therefore long to rest after install- 
ing Roma for the good of the subjects, 
if my suggestion is approved by these excellent 
twiee-born men assembied around me here. 
For my eldest son truly follows ine in all the 
virtaes. Ranva the conqueror of hostile cities 
resembles Purandara in prowess. Him, fair 
as the moon when close to the star Pushya, 
the foremost of those that maintain righte- 
ousness, him, the prinee of men, I fain would 
instal on the throne as heir-apparent. That 
auspicious elder brother of Lakshmana will 
surely make a worthy lord for you. Ab, the 
terrible world itself would be well ruled by 
guch a king as he. I shall immediately bring 
this world to thig blissful state and having 
consigned my precious charge to my son, I 
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shall feel relieved of my cares. If this care- 
fully matured proposal of mine which I bave 
devised to be meet recommends iteelf 
to you [ request you to give your ap- 
proval to it and to suggest how I should 
do it. If on the other band this sug- 
gestion is covsidered as my pet hobby 
devige some other means of welfare, 
for different is the thought of tbe dispassion- 
ate and by discussion it hecomes more 
efficacious.” When the king spoke thus the 
:aseembled princes joyously neclaimed the 
monarch just like peacocks rejoicing at the 
~sight of the mass of clouds that shower down 
rain. Murmurs of joy from al) around shook 
the strong palace with the sound, Then 
when the gathered assembluye had, Jearned 
the views of him who discerned between 
dharma and artha, peasants and townsmen 
priests and chiefs all met in consultation and 
-agreed with one accord among themselves and 
gave answer to the old king Dasaratha —" Oh 
sking, we know you are old. Several thou- 
gands of years have rolled over you. We 
-pray you to instal prince Rama ag the heir- 
-spparent to the throne. We wish to behold 
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.the strong and gallant warrior prince of the 
Raghua, Rama, riding on a mighty elephant 
sereened by the state umbrella.” Hearing 
these words of theirs the king as if not 
knowing their hearts’ true wish spoke again 
with a view to learn aright.—‘The moment 
you heard my words you are eager to hail 
Rama as your lord. This, Ob kings, raises 
my douhts. Do you therefore speak out 
your minds truly. While J am righteously 
governing the earth why do you wish to see 
auy son as the heir-apparent.” Then all the 
People, peasants and townsmen, made reply to 
that noble king. —'' Numerous, Ob monarch, 
are the splendid qualities that exist in thy 
son. Do thou hear ua now recite the godlike 
virtues of the illustrious and intelligent Rama, 
virtues that produce in all minds joy and 
delight. Endued with divine virtues and 
the peer of Indra, the truly valorous Rama 
excels, Oh lord of the Earth even all the 
monnrche of the Ikabvakn line. Bama is the 
one excellent person in the whole world, 
ever devoted to truth and duty. Verily 
from Rama has proceeded dharma along with 
prosperity. In pleasing his subjects he re- 
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sembles the moon, in his forbearing qualities 
he resembles the Farth, in intelligence he is 
equal to Bribaspati aud in prowess he re- 
sembles truly the lord of Sachi himself. 
Knowing bis duty he is ever truthful. With 
a lovely character he is not carping He is 
forgiving and soothing, lovely and grateful 
and self-controlled. He is both soft and firm, 
ever polite and unenvious. He speaks dear 
to all creatures and speaks the truth. Ragha- 
va always attends upon elderly and well- 
leavned Brahmins and by these means his 
mnatchleus fame and bright glory are ever on 
the increase here. He is skilled in the use 
of all weapons whether they belong to the 
devas or asuras or mortals. He is accom- 
plished in all sciences and arts and hag duly 
mastered the Vedas with all its branches, 
The older brother of Bharata ir equally re- 
nowned in this world in the art of music, He 
is of excelieut parentage, pious, noble and 
highly intelligent and bas been trained by 
excellent twice-born men who were cognizant 
of dharma and artha. Whenever he goes with 
Lakshmana whether against a town or village 
or city of the foes he does not return 
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without conquering them. Returning home- 
wards from the battle eitber on the elephant 
or the car he aver grests the townsmen and 
enguires of their welfare as though they were 
his own relations. He asks how each gon and 
each rervant thrives and how fare the peoples’ 
offerings and wives. Ho asks for everything 
in due order Jike a father enquiring of his 
own children. That foremost of men, Rama, 
always talks to us thus.—'Do your disciples 
serve you well? Are they protected in tbeir 
duties ?’ [f the people are atilicted with grief 
lis heart is swift te sympathise and on 
festive occasions he shares the joy like a 
father. Heis truthful and is a powerful 
bowman. He reveres the elders and has 
subdued his senses. He speaks with » smile 
on his lips and ie bent on dharma on any 
account. He firmly establishes prosperity 
an@ does not aven religh the talk of quarrel. 
He is au adept in skilful reasoning just like 
the lord of speech. With graceful eyebrows 
and coppery eyer he resembles the very lord 
Vishnu himself. Rama is beloved of the 
whole world on aceount of bis strength and 
prowess aud daring. He is intent on pro- 
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tecting the people and is never swayed by 
paasion. He is capable of ruling even ali 
the three worlds. What need be eaid about 
this earth ? Neither his anger oor bis pleasure 
aver goes in vain. Asa rulehe gets enraged 
and slaya those fit to be stain and bestows 
gifts on those with whom he is pleased. 
Rama shines bright with bis qualities of for- 
bearance and endearment which makes al! 
people delight in him just like the Sun with 
his rays. Such a tratbful and valovous 
Bama endowed with aii these qualities aud 
resembling the protector of the world is the 
lord desired by the Marth. Higt is the fate, 
Ob king, that gave thee Rama as thy son. 
You are fortunate in being blessed with that 
virtuous son like Kasyapa the son of Maricha. 
Among the devas, asuras and men, among. 
the gandbarvas and uragas, in all the town 
as well as the couutryside one general prayer 
eacends for him. Each man, rural as well ag 
urban, prays with sincere heart for Rama's 
strong health and length of days. The tender 
girl and the aged dame pray eagerly both 
morning and evening for the welfare of the 
Self-knowing Rama. All of them bow to 
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all the gods for tbe illustrious Rama. Do 
thou, Ob king, gracefully comply witl the 
peoples’ longing cry and let us sea on the 
throne by thy side the lotous-tinted Rams 
tha subduer of all foes. Oh thou bestower 
of boons, it behoves you for the sake of our 
well-being to speedily mstal with o delighted 
mind thy god-like son Rama, who seeks the 
good of all, aa the heir-apparant. 








AK king acknowledged the 
salutations wade ali aro- 
uvd with joined palms 
uplifted and addressed 
them these gracious 

words. ‘‘ Great joy and 

nighty fame gre mine because you wish to 

-behold my dear first-born son installed as 

heir-apparent, Having greeted them thus 

the king in their hearing spoke to Vasisbtha 
and Vamadeva aod other Brahmins shat stood 
near.—-"It is pure and lovely Chitra now 
when flowers are sweet on every hough. Let 
all preparations he made for the installation 

-of Rama as heir-apparent " Whon the king 

ceased, the people's rapture burat out in lond 
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acclaim and joyful shout and when the 
tumults slowly subsided, the king addressed 
these words to Vasishiha, the best of sages. 
“Ty beboves you, Oh lord, to order with 
watchful hecd for everything that will be 
necessary for the approaching installation ‘of 
Rama.” Vasishgba, tho hest of the twice- 
born, beard the words of the lord of the Earth 
and gladly cormmanded the bands of survitors 
who waited earnestly with folded hands in 
their master’s presence. * You bad better ool- 
lect togebber by tomorrow's dawn gold, gems, 
ofterings, all kinds of herbs, white flowers, 
fried rice and honey and clarified butter in 
separate vossels, newgarments, a car and all 
weapons. The four-fold forces and an ele- 
phant witb auspicious marks, a pair of white 
chowries, » banner and «& white umbrella; 
hundred golden vases shining .bright like 
fire, n bull with gilded horns and a complete 
tiger-skiv. All these and others that may be 
yequired for the installation, you had better 
collect and bring before morning to the 
sacrificial hail of the palace. Decorate each 
palace door and each city gate with sandals 
and gastands and the highly fragrant dhupa. 
R, ii, 2 
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Let excellent food mixed with curd and 
milk be given to-morrow morning to 
hundreds of thousands of Brahmins to 
their entire satisfaction. Let the best of 
the Brahmins be entertained with ghee, 
curd and fried rice and plenty of dakshinas. 
Soon as the son rises to-morrow morning 
let the Svastivachana bo repeated. Let 
the Brahmins be invited and seats provided 
for them. Let the banners he unfurled 
and the royal roads watered. Let all the 
dancers and harlots adorn themselves well 
and remain in the second ring of the royal 
palace. Let all those that are fit to he garland- 
ed in the temples and altars be separately 
worshipped with food and other edibles and 
dakshinas. Let warriors brightly clad in 
warlike armour and with jong swords girt 
round their thighs march to the wonarch's 
eplendid court.’ Having issued these orders 
the twice-horn pair did what remained to be 
done and then hastened to the King and 
informed the lord of the world that their 
task was duly completed. Then the king said 
to the wise Sumantra—' Do you bring here 
speedily the virtuous Rama’. Saying ‘so be 
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it’ Sumantra in accordanee with the king’s 
commands fetebed there in the car Rama, the 
foremost of car-warriors. Then all the kings 
that were assembled there from the East aud 
West and South and North, the learned 
mlechhas as weli as others who inhabit the 
woods and the mountains sbowed bonor to 
the King just as the goda to Indra. Stationed 
in his palace, in the midst of those princes 
like Vasava in the midst of the Maruts, 
the royal saint Dasaratha witnessed the 
approach of his gon in the car, bis exceed- 
ingly beloved son Rama, who resembled 
the king of the Gandbaravas, who was 
renowned in valour, who was long-armed 
and powerful, who strode like a wild 
elephant, who was as fair in face as the 
moon, who captivated the eyes and the 
hearts of people by his lovely form and 
noble qualities and who pleased the subjects 
just like a shower of rnin pleases those that 
are oppressed with the heat of the summer. 
The monarch beheld him approaching, with 
@ never-satiating look. Sumantra belped 
Bama to get down from the ezesilent car 
and followed him with folded hands as 
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he approashed his father. That best of men 
ascended the steps of the palace that re- 
sembled the peak of Kailasa mountain slong 
with the charioteer in order to see the king. 
Approaching his father with howed head and 
folded hands, Rama prostrated at his father’s 
feet and announced his name. Beholding 
Rama by his side in humble attitude and 
with folded hands kivg Dasaratha drew him 
near by his elasped hands and embraced his 
beloved son. Then the king signed him 
to a glorious throne. gem-decked and 
golden, near his own. Then Kama, the 
best of Rughu’s line, made the fair seat 
shine with lustre just like the pare Sun 
at dawn illuminea by his rays the Mount 
Meru, That assemblage itself shone bright 
with glory on account of bis illustrious pre- 
sence just like the cloudless autumnal sky 
crested with stars and planets in the presence 
of the Moon. Seeing his beloved son the 
King became overjoyed. He hebeld as it 
were himself wall-decked reflected in a clear 
wirror, That king, the best of those possess- 
ing sons, then addressed his son thus with a 
smile just like Kasyapa addressing the lord 
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of the gods.— Ob Rama, you are born as the 
worthy son of my worthy eldest wife. You 
excel in all virtues and you are my beloved 
ron. For, by your virtuous qualities you 
have pleased these subjects. Therefore, 
during the auspicious conjunction of the star 
Pasbya you shall be installed as tho heir- 
apparent. By nature and inclination you 
are both modest and excellent. Though your 
gifts need no counsel, my love snggests 
these friendly words. Practising still greater 
humility do you constantly restrain your 
senses. Keep fur away the evils that spring 
from love and anger. Pursue your noble 
course alike in secret as in open view. 
Strain every nerve to gain the love of minis- 
ters and subjects. Storing the arsenals and 
the treasury with arms and gold, he who seos 
his thriving people satisfied and rules the 
earth accordingly, in bim do friends rejoice 
just like the celeetials on attaining the nectar. 
Therefore, Oh son, maintain your course 
refraining yourself from all ill.” Hearing 
these words the friends of Rama, eager to do 
him good, ran in all haste to Kausslya’s 
abode and told her the tidings and that 
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excellent of dames, Kausalya, gave gold and 
cows and numerous gems as presents to the 
bearers of the joyful tidings. Then Rama 
paid due reverence to his father the king, 
mounted his chariot and drove to his splendid 
dwelling honored all round by a large con- 
course of people. The peoplealso on hearing 
the words of the king were wild with joy ag 
though each has obtained bis desired gift. 
Bowing to the king they went to their homes 
and there with happy hearts prayed to all 
the gods. 
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the departure of the 
people, the king took, 
counsel with his ministors 
and firm ia his will, be 
made the following re- 
solution. To-:morrow it- 
self is the Pushya and 
to-morrow shall my son, 
the lotus-eyed Ratna be instalied as heir- 
appurent. The king Dasaratha then entered 
the jnner apartments and commanded the 
charioteer to fetch again Rama there. In 
obedience to those words the charioteer went 
quick to Rama's abode to fetch him again, 
Informed by the gate-keepers of bis arrival 
again Rama was anxious with doubt and 
fear. He commanded the charioteer to be 
ded in instantly and addressed him thus— 
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“Tell me the cause without omitting sny- 
thing of your coming here again." The 
euvoy replied—"* The king desires to sec you. 
Hearing this message it is for you to decide 
whetber to go or not.” When Rama heard 
these words of the charioteer he made haste 
to go to the royal palace and to see the lord 
of meu again. When ho learned of Kama’s 
approach, king Dasaratha bade him enter his 
apatiments eager to communicate to him 
someting exceedingly agreeable. The illustri- 
ous Rama also, as be was centering the abode 
of his father, saw him from a distance and 
folded his hands in salutation immediately, 
The monarch raised him as he was bowing and. 
embraced him. Ther he pointed him toa 
lovely seat and spoke thns—‘Oh Rama, [ 
am old and long-lived. All the desirable 
enjoyments of life bave been enjoyed by me. 
I have performed likewise hundreds of 
sacrifices with plenty of food and dakshinas. 
I have got a son in you after my own heart 
and incomparable in this world. Ob best 
of men, I have freely given, sacrificed and 
also studied. Oh hero, all desires and plea- 
sures haye been enjoyed by me. Iam free 
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from debts due to the devas, rishis, pitris, 
Brabmins and likewise myself. Nothing. 
more remains to be done by me except 
your installation. Therefore it beboves you 
to act up to what I say now. This day all 
the subjects bave expressed their desire to 
gee you as their sovereign. Therefore I 
shall instal you, Ob son, as heir-apparent, 
Further, ] bave now bad dreadful and in- 
auspicious visions in my dreams. Meteors 
with dreadful sounds shoot wildly downward 
to the ground. The astrologers also iniorm 
me that the cruel planeis tbe Sun, Mars aud 
Rabu are led against my star. When portents 
dire as these appear generally the monareb's 
death or terrible misfortune is near. Hence 
while my senses are yot spared, you had bet- 
ter be anointed as king, for indeed men’s minds 
are tickle. ‘Today the Moon has approached 
the star Punarvasu prior to Pushya and the 
astrologers say that to-morrow is the cou- 
junction of the star Pushya with the Moon, 
During the constellation of Pusbya you should 
be installed. My mind counsels, as it were, 
haste. Oh ropreesor of foes, I shall instal 
you to-morrow as the Yuvaraja. Therefore, 


BIG RAMAYANA. td 


from this moment spend the night, along 
with your wife, with senses controlled 
and lying on a bed of holy grasa. Let your 
trusted friends carefully watch you all round 
to-day, for indeed numerous obstacles crop 
up for affairs like this. While Bharata is 
absent from the city I think it is opportune 
that you should be installed. It may be 
that your brother Bharata has stood dear to 
the counsels of the good and faithful te you 
with tender trust, with good senses, pure and 
just. Still I kuow too well human minds 
will undergo sudden changes and by their 
constant deeds alone the virtue of the good 
is shown." Thas addressed Raina was given 
leave with the words.—‘‘ Now Rama go. To- 
morrow is fixed for the installation.” Rama 
then bowed to his father and went to his 
abode, Reaching his dwelling he immedi- 
ately came ouf and sought hia mother’s 
mansion in the interest of the installation 
desired by the king. There he found his 
mother in the temple, clad in silk, adoring the 
gods and silently praying for his welfare- 
There had come already Sumitra and Laksh- 
mana and the beloved Sita on bearing of the 
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welcome news of Rama's installation. At 
that moment, hearing of the installation of 
her son as the Yuvaraja during the Pushya, 
Kausalya stood still with closed eyes along 
with Sumitra, Sita and Lakehmana meditat- 
ing on lord Janardana through pranayama. 
Rama drew near her as she was thus praying, 
bowed to ber nnd spoke those words thereby 
enhancing the joy of that pure soul —" Oh 
mother, my father has decreed to entrust the 
people's care to me. To-morrow is to be the 
installation. Such is father’s command, 
Sita should fast along with me this night. 
For my father has told me so and the ritutks 
and priests bave also concurred. Whatso- 
ever vowa you may deem necessary to be 
done on the eve of my installation, do you 
sweet mother, oause them to be done for me 
and for Sita.” When Kausalya heard this 
Jong-desired glad news she spoke to Rama 
with tears and joy choking her utterence. 
“My darling Rama, may youlivelong. May 
your enemies be destroyed. Coupled witb 
this lustre you may rejoice tbe hearts of my 
relations as well as those of Sumitra. The 
stars were very auspicious, Oh son, when 
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you were born to me. Hence only, by your 
virtues you have gratified your father 
Dasaratha. My vows to the lotus-eyed 
supreme Lord have not been in vain, for the 
royal fortune of the Tkshvaku race shall, Ob 
son, rest upon you-” Thus addressed by his 
mother Rama gazed on his brother who sat 
reverently with folded bands and apoke to 
him with a smile as it were—Oh Laksh- 
mang, you shall join with me in ruling thie 
Tfarth. You are my second Self and ac- 
cordingly this fortune bas reached you as 
well. Oh son of Sumitra, do you enjoy 
every desirable thing as well as the fruits of 
regal power- My life ag well as the kingdom 
are sweet to me only for your sake." 
Having spoken thus to Lakshmana Rama 
bowed to both his mothers and taking feave 
of them slong with Sita went to his own 
abode. 





CANTO V- 


FTER instructing Rama about 
the iastallation that was to 
take place on the morrow 
the king called the priest 
Vasisbiha and told him thug 
—"“Now go thou, richie 
penance and ordain for Rama 

and his wife the vow and the fast so that 

fame and glory and joy may please his reign.” 

The best of those who knew the Vedas replied 

to the king “' 80 be it” and the lord Vasishtha 

went personally to the abode of Rams. He 
who was conversant with the mantras and 
who was well established in the practice of 
vows mounted the excellent Brahma car and 
hied to Rama's palace to guide his fastin 
accordance with the sacred rules. Reaching 
the palace of Rama whiob showed like a 
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cloud pale-tinted, that foremost of ascetics 
passed three courte in bis car itself. Then 
Rama heard of the arrival of the Sage and 
with all haste and eagerness he came out of 
his palace with s view to honor the Saint 
who was worthy of honor. He hastened to 
the side of the car and personally lent his 
hand to aid the Sage’s descent. Finding 
Rama bumble and dear the Priest addressed 
him thus, gratifying and delighting bim 
with words that were pleasant—“ Ob Rama, 
your father is pleased with thee and you 
shall obtain the status of Yuvarja; You had 
hetter fast this day slong with Sita: For 
indeed in the morning your father Dasaratha 
the monarch shall with great affection instal 
you as Yuvaraja justas Nabusha did Yayati.’» 
Having spoken thus, the Sage who knew 
mantras caused Rama to fast along with Sita 
and to faithfully observe the vows. Then 
having been daly worshipped by Rama, the 
spiritual priest of the monarch took leave of 
Kakutstha and went away from Rama's. 
residence. Rama also spent sometime in esse 
with bis friends in pleasant conversation and 
at last after giving leave to all of them he 
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entered his apartments. At that time Rama’s 
house was filled with joyous men and women 
just like a lake containing blossomed lotuses 
crowded with maddened birda. 

Forth from the house of Rama that strove 
with the kings in splendour Vasishtha drove 
and observed all the streets filled witb people. 
On ali sides the royal ronda of Ayodhya ware 
studded with groups of eager men full of joy. 
The tumult of joy that arose in the high- 
roads in consequence of the concourse of 
noise was like the roaring of the ocean. The 
roads were watered, swept and cleaned and 
decked with flowers and green garlands, All 
Ayodhya shone arrayed with playing banners 
on the roofs. In the city of Ayodhya all 
men, women and children expecting with 
eager eyes the rise of the Sun, stood longing 
for the herald ray of Rama’s consecration, 
anxious to witness in Ayodhya the august. 
festival which brightened the people and en- 
hanced their joys. The Priest advancing 
slowly through the mighty crowd which he 
cleft in fwo in that royal road approached 
the monarch’s palace. He ascended the palace 
which was high in the air like a white 
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cloud peak aud drew near to the lord of men 
just as Brihaspati approaching Sakra. 
Seeing him spproach, the king left off his 
royal seat and questioned him, to which 
Vasisbtba replied that his task was duly 
done. Thenall tho courtiers who sat there 
along with the king followed the king in 
rising up and honoring Vasishtha. Per- 
witted by his spiritual preceptor the king 
dismissed theassembled courtiers and entered 
his inner apartments just as a royal lion 
seeks hie rocky cave. Even as the meon 
ittumines the firmament studded with uumer- 
ous stars, the handsome king graced by his 
entry the mansion that looked splendid 
like Indra’s sbode and that wns fully 
thronged with females richly dressed. 





CANTO YI 


Priest, Rama duly 
hathed and with a 
»collested mind began 
to adore Narayane 
in company with his 
wife having exten- 
sive eyes Then 
lifting up the vesset of clarified butter on 
his head, he, in accordance with the rules, 
offered oblations in the blazing fire on behalf 
of that mighty deity. Then be partook of 
the remnant of the offering and prayed for 
his own welfare. Meditating on the god 
Narayana, the son of the best of men with 
atill lips and tranquil mind raclined with 
his wife Vaidehi in the temple of Vishuu on 
a bed of holy kusa grass, Rama woke up 
‘when one watob remained yet for the night 
to close and caused his residence te be fully 
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decorated. He heard the bards, panegyrists. 
and heralds raise auspicious strains of joy 
and praise and in the course of his morning 
devotions he performed japa with a restrained 
mind and with bowed head he praised 
the destroyer of Madhu. Himaelf olad in 
pure silk dress he caused the Brahmins to. 
repeat the Svastivachana. The deep and 
sweet voices of the Brahmins resounded. 
through the orowded street and filled 
Ayodhya which was already echoing with 
the blares of drums. All the inhabitants of 
Ayodhya hearing that Ragbava had fasted 
with Vaidehi rejoiced exceedingly. Then the 
inhabitants of the town hearing of the in- 
stallation of Rama and seeing the approach. 
of dawn began to adorn the city. 


“In all the temples brigbt and fair 
As white clouds towering in the air, 
In streets and where the croseways met 
Where holy altars bad been set, 
In open squares and in sacred shade 
Where merchant's shop, their wealth dis- 
Played, 
On all the mansions of the great 
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And bousebolders of wealth and state, 
Wherever the people loved to mest 
‘Wherever a tree adorned tha street, 
Gay banners floated to the wind 
And ribands round the staves were twined.” 


Then rang clear the voices of singers and 
dancers as they sang, charming the mind 
and ear. The people talked in whispers 
stories in praise of Rama. The time of the 
installation of Rama having arrived, all those 
in the crossways and houses, even vhildren 
who played in groups in front of their houses, 
conversed with each other about Rama's 
installation. On the occasion of Rama's 
investiture the citizens adorned the streets 
with flowers and made them fragrant with 
incense and thus caused the royal roads shine 
bright. Fearing the approach of darkness 
they erected in the roadside all round Iamp- 
posts to illumine the city. Having thus 
adorned the city, the citizens eagerly awaited 
Rame’s installation in the gadi of Yuvaraj 
and assembled in groups in crossways and 
balls and praised the monarch in the course 
‘of their conversation. “Ah, noble is this 
King, the joy of the race of Iksbvakus, for, 
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knowing himself aged he desires the instalia- 
tion of Rama in the kingdom. We are all 
blessed since Rama is to be our king and 
protector for along time, Rama the knower 
of the good and the bad. No arrogance will 
sway Rama; he is learned, just, beautiful and 
affectionate to his brothers. He loves us 
juat as bo Joves his brothers. May the just 
and ainless Dasaratha live long. For it is 
through his grace that we are to behold Rama 
anointed ag king.” Such were the words 
spoken by the townsmen and heard by the 
gathering countryfolk who assembled from 
all directions on receipt of the joyful tidings, 
They came from all directions to the towo 
eager to see the installation of Rama and 
these villagers from the countryside filled to 
the full Rama's city. As the vast concourse 
strayed here and there, there arose a tumult 
Jong and loud just like the roar of the beav- 
ing ocean daring the full-moon. Then that 
city resembling the regions of Indra was 
tumultuous with the noise of the assembled 
villagers eager to behold, like the ocean with 
ite waters agitated by the tlood-born monster. 





CANTO VII. 


T so chanced that a hand- 
maid of the relations of 
Kaikeyi who on that ac- 
count lived witb ber, went 
up of her own accord to 
the terrace of the palace 
that shone bright like the 
moon. From that terrace 

Manthara surveyed Ayodhya with its lovely 

royal roads well- watered and adorned with 

floral wreaths and beautified with very costly 
flage and pennons, with covered ways and. 
many a newly-placed awning thronged by 
people who bad just bathed, witb its streets 
full of the twice-born shouting with garlands, 
and swestmeats in their hands. She saw 
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the doors of temples painted white and heard 
the sound of musical instruments all around. 
She found joyous crowds scattered all over 
and heard the chantings of the Vedas. She 
noted the delight of the excellent elephants 
and horses and heard the cows and bulls 
bellowing joyously. Beholding Ayodbya 
thus with its streams of flags raised aloft by 
its joyous and delighted citizens, Manthara 
became exceedingly surprised. Manthara 
enquired of the nurse who was standing ab 
no great distance with eyes expanded on 
account of joy and clad in pure white silk. 
‘Does Rawa’s mother give away rich presenta 
to the crowds to-day because she has attained 
some excellent object or because she is over- 
joyed with boundless wealth? What is the 
cause of this overflow of joy on the partof the 
people? Please enlighten me whether it is 
perhaps due to anything which the monarch 
might cause to he done being elated with joy,” 
The nurse bursting with uncontrollable de- 
light communicated to the hunchback the 
glad tale of Rama's fortune. ‘To-morrow 
morning under the constellation Pushya, king 
Dasaraths will instal the pure Rama of 
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subdued passions, on the throne as Yuvaraja,’ 
Hearing the words of ths nurse ths bunch- 
back in a rage quickly descended from the 
terrace of the palace that resembled the peak 
of high Kailasa. Burning with rage Manthara 
with sinful thoughts approached Kaikeyi 
who was sleeping and addrsssed her thus. 
‘ Arise, O senseless one, why do you sleep? 
Peril surrounds you. Why do you not 
understand the flood of sin that flows over 
you. You are boasting of prosperity when 
evil lurks in itg shape. Your fortune is gone 
like the water of a river during the summer.’ 
These cruel words thus addressed by the 
ainful hunchback, the euraged Manthara, filled 
Kaikeyi with intense grief. Kaikeyi told the 
hunchback—‘ What is wrong, O Manthara, 
Tobserve you much distressed with grief and 
with » mournful countenance.’ Hearing 
these sweet words of Kaikeyi Mantbara, 
-skilled in speech, replied with great fury. 
That hanchback became more grief-stricken 
and desirous of the good of Kaikeyi spoke 
these words thereby making her miserable 
wand estranging Raghava. ‘Enduring and 
terrible peril awaits thee O lady. King 
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Dasaratha is going to inetal Rama as heir- 
apparent. Hence I am plunged in deap des- 
pair and my soul isa prey to pain and care. 
As though the flames consumed me I came 
here for your good. Your grief O Kaikeyi, 
intensifies the grief to me. Your prosperity 
shall be my prosperity. There is no doubt: 
bout this. Born of a royal line you are the: 
consort of the lord of the Earth. Why do 
you not then understand the sternnese of 
regal morality. Your husband speaks morals- 
but isa cheat. He speake graciously but is- 
cruel af heart. You are too simple and 
hence you are deceived. He speaks soft 
soothing words to you but devoid of subs- 
tance. Your busband shall this day enrich: 
Kausalya with wealth and power. Having 
sent away Bharata to his relations that 
wicked-minded one shali opportunely es- 
tablish Rama in the kingdom rid of its thorn. 
Ogirl, you have cherished a foe not knowing: 
the same, deluded thereto by the name of 
husband, just like a mother desirous of good: 
takes unto her Iap a venomous snake, for just 
like a snake or a neglected enemy king 
Dasaraths has to-day dealé with you and 
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your son. You are indeed, O guileless lady, 
though deserving of eternal happiness, being 
victimized along with yours by that sinful and 
false-tounged king consecrating Rama in the 
kingdom. Up Kaikeyi while there is yot 
time, preserve thyself, and quickly prevent: 
the crime. Up from thy careless ease and 
free yourself, O Queen, your son and me.’ 
Hearing those words of Manthara in her bed, 
that lovely-faced damsel rose up full of joy 
resembling autumnal moon. Kaikeyi was 
indeed extremely joyful and wonderstruck 
and gave a beautiful ornament to the bunch- 
back as present. Having presented the 
hunchback with that ornament that excellent 
of damsels Kaikeyi again spoke to Manthara 
thus. O Manthara, highly welcome ié the 
news that you bave now communicated to 
me, You bave told me what is very dear to 
me. Teli me what mors I shall do for you. I 
don’t find any difference between Rama or 
Bharata. Therefore I am highly pleased 
with the fact that the king is about to instal 
Rama in the kingdom. There iz nothing 
more dear to me O beloved one, than the 
pleasing news you bave now conveyed. You 
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have given me the best and the most pleasing 
news. Hence choose whatever you wish, I 
shall grant you the best of desires. 
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ANTHARA disgustingly 
threw away thatornament 
and full of anger and 
grief told Kaikeyi these 
words—'How is it, O 
simple girl, that you feel 
joyful at an inopportune 
moment. You do not 

understand that you sre engulfed in an 

ocean of grief. Troubled as I am witb 
grief, O lady, I Jaugh inwardly at you, to sea 
you joyous when you bave met with 
mighty calamity at which you should lament. 

I mourn for thy want of sense; what woman 

ofa prudent mind would rejoice in the ad- 

vancement of her rival co-wife’s son which 
is come as that of death itself. From Bharata 
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proceeds Rama’s fear concerning the kingdom 
to which both have an equal claim. Hence 
my heart is fnil of anxiety, for, those who 
fear are those we dread. Tho mighty bow- 
man Lakehmana serves Rama‘s cause with 
all bis soul and Satrughna sides Bharata just- 
a3 Lakshmana sides Rama. By reason of 
contiguity also O fair lady, Bharata alone 
stands next in the order of obtaining the 
kingdom. The two younger ones are far 
remote. When I think of your sons I tremble 
with fear from Rame who is learned, prompt 
and well-bred in martial science. Highly 
fortunate is indeed Kausalya whose son is to- 
be installed by the twice-born to-morrow 
under the constellation of Pusbya on the 
mighty throne of Yuvaraja. You shall with 
folded hands wait as a glave upon Kau- 
salya who shall be brimming over with 
intense joy with all ber foes discomfited. 
Then you shall, along with us, become the 
stave of Kausalya and your son also shall 
become the servant of Rama. Rama's ex- 
cellent wives shallindeed beam with joy while 
your daughtere-in-Iaw shall on Bharata’s fail: 
become stricken with grief’. Seeing Manthara 
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-complaining thus with great displeasure, the 
dady Kaikeyi praised the virtues of Rama. 
‘Rama is born as the eldest son of the monarch. 
He is trained with care by the elders. He 
‘is virtuous, grateful, true and pure. He 
certainly deserves therefore the throne of 
Yuvuraje. May be live Jong and protect his 
brothers and servants just like hie father. 
Why do you, O hunchback, grieve so much 
on hearing ofthe installatioa of Rama, 
Bharata also, the foremost of men, will surely 
after the lapse of hundred years succeed 
Rama in the kingdom of his father’s and 
grandfather's. When prosperity hag been 
attained and is continuing and when fortune 
shail smile in fature also, what for, O 
Manuthara, do you grieve? Dear as Bharata 
is to me, Rama is dearer still. He is 
more dutiful to me than to Kauealya. 
If the kingdom goes to Rama it goes 
equally to Bharata, for indeed Rama con- 
-sidera his brothers just as himeelf.' Hearing 
these words of Kaikeyi Manthara became 
terribly effticted and sighing long and hot 
she spoke to Kaikeyi thue.—' Percioving a 
fancied evil on sceount of your ignorance 
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you do not understand that yon are drowning 
in an ocean of sorrow full of misery and pain. 
Rama shall be the king and after him his 
son shall succeed and O Kaikeyi, Bharata 
shall be excluded from the royal line. All 
the sons of a king do not, O fair lady, share 
the kingdom, for if all are made kinge mighty 
trouble would ensue. Therefore O Kaikeyi 
of faultless limba, monarchs as’a rule entrust 
the royal duties to the eldest son however 
virtuous the others may be. Know then, O 
affectionate one, that your son shall be com- 
pletely undone, being thrown out from the 
royal line, deprived of happiness like one for 
Jorn. I hurried to you for your sake, but 
witbout understamding my object you wish 
to bestow on me presents for the triumph of 
your rival wife. Certainly, Rama, when once 
he obtains the kingdom without any foes 
whatever, will drive Bharata into exile to- 
distant lands or even to the otber world. 
You yourself have sent the child Bharata 
to his unole’s home. Affection eprings 
even towards inanimate objects by nearness, 
Satrughns, the ardent follower of Bharata, 
hes also gone with him. Just as Lakebmana 
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follows Rama so he follows Bharata. There 
is an ancient tale that a certain tree which 
the forest dwellers wanted to fell was saved 
from the dire peril by the reeds that stood 
around if. Rama is the protector of Laksh- 
mane and Lakshmana is the protector of 
Rama. Their fraternal bonds of friendship 
ia well renowned in the world just like 
that of the Aswins. Therefore Rama will 
never do avy harm to Lakshmana and 
there is no doubt whatever that Bharata 
will come to grief at the hands of Rama. 
Thorefore, O lady, let Raghava go to the 
forest expelled from the royal palace. This 
plan is what pleases me most and it will 
also secure your weal. Thus shall all 
your relations attsin prosperity if Bharata 
gets the kingdom of his ancestors in 
accordance with virtue. Your young son 
who deserves all happiness and whois the 
natural rival of Rama, how can he, with all 
his wealth denuded, live under the sway of 
Rama who aball be highly prosperous. 
Therefore it behoves you to protect Bharata 
from Rams just like the leader of an elephant- 
herd protects the same when it is chased in. 
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the forest by the Jion. In daya of yore you 
have defied Kausalya on account of your 
bliss and pride and will she the mother of 
Rams and your rival now forbear to show you 
the vengeful rancour of a foe. When Rama 
obtains the sway of this Earth with its ocaans 
of priceless gems and mountains and cities, 
then O fair lady ‘shall you be rendered for- 
Norn along with Bharata and attain miser- 
able discomfiture. When Rama obtaing the 
eway of this earth then shail Bharata 
be surely fost; therefore cunsider over the 
means of obtaining the kingdom for your son 
and of exiling at once the enemy. 





CANTO IX. 





Q AIKEYI, when she was 
thus addressed, hecame 
flushed with fuwy and 
sighing hot and hard 
spoke to Manthara thus 
—"T sball now very avon 
send Rama from here 
away to the forest: and 
shell quickly have Bharata installed in 
the throne of Yuvaraja. But now consider, 
Oh Mauthara, by what means Bharata 
may obtain the kingdom and Raina never.” 
Thus addressed by the lady, the wicket 
Manthars, darkly plotting Rama's fall re- 
plied tbue to ikeyi— I shall tet! you 
now, Oh ° Kaikeyi, listen to my worda, 
tho means by which your son Bharata 
‘along can qbtain the kingdom. Do you 
not remember, Oh Kaikeyi, or remember- 
ORG A - 
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ing well do you pretend now or do you 
wish to hear from me what you yourself 
once before told me—a story which ig quite 
meet for thy need now? Ob gay lady, if it 
is your will, hear that story repeated by 
me Piaaso yoursell by hearing what | now 
say and when you have fully beard it ponder 
over it.’ Hearing those words of Manthara, 
Kaikeyi raised herself a little from her taste- 
fully spread bed and said—“Tell me the 
means, Ob Manthara, by which Bharata may 
obtain the kingdom and Rama never.” 
‘Thus sddressed by the lady, Manthara, the 
evil-minded hunchback, apoke as follows 
darkly plotting Rama's fall. “When gode 
and asuras fought of old, your lord in 
company with saintly kings went to the war 
with thee to help the king of the gods. 
Reaching the Southern quarters, Oh Kaikeyi, 
where Dandaka’s mighty wilds are spread, 
he went to the city renowned as Vaijayanta 
ruled by Sambara whose fiag, displayed 
the bugest monster of the sea. Sambara was 
a mighty asura, being master of a hundred 
wiles and un-conguered by the hosts of 
the devas, he gave battle to Indra the lord of 
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gods. In that terriffie battle the Rakshasag 
atealthily approached during nights the 
maimed and wounded warriors who were 
sleeping and killed them. At that time the 
highly powerful king Daearatha fought there’ 
against the asurcs most heroically aud was 
wounded by their weapons. Than, Oh lady, 
you removed him from the battle-ground 
just as he lost bis consciousness, Sadly 
wounded as he was by the enemies’ weapons, 
your husband was then safely restored to 
health by you. Well-pleased with you, Oh 
lovely one, he asked you to choose two 
boons. You then replied to your husband 
that you would reserve the right to choose 
the two boons whenever you were in need 
of them and that noble ford agreed 
accordingly. { am not personally aware of 
this incident, but you yourself have told me 
of this before. 1 bave carefully treasured’ 
the story in my mind on avcount of my 
affection to you. Now stop the arrangements 
for the inatallation of Rama and turn them’ 
into another direation. Solicit those two’ 
boons of your husband namely the inatalla-’ 
tion of Bharate and the exile of Bama for 
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fourteen years. When Rama is benished 
into the forest for fourteen yeara your son 
will become well established in the affections 
gt bis subjects. Ob daughter cf Asvapati, 
go now to the Chamber of Wrath and clad in 
goiled garment, Jie down on the uncovered 
floor. When the King comes, speak not a word 
to him nor meet his eye. But on bebolding 
him weep on with overwhelming grief.— 
You have always bsen the darling of your 
huaband and I have no doubt about it. For 
yonr, sake the king would even enter into 
the blazing fire. He would never anger you 
or brook to meet your wrathful look and to 
avatify your desire the king would surely 
ewen, die. He can never set aside your word, 
Learn now, Oh dull of sense, the power of 
your beauty. King Dasaratha would offer 
you gems and pearls aud gold and innumer- 
able precious stones. But do not turn your 
mind to them. Those two, boons which 
Dasaratba gave on the oceasion of the battle 
between the gods and the asura3, remind’ 
him. of them, Oh highly fortunate one and 
you sball not fail to ashieve your object. 
Wheu he grants you the boon after having 
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himself reised you from tbe ground bind him 
well with oaths be cannot break and thea 
choose ‘these boons. Let Rama be exiled 
into the forest for nine years and five and les 
Bharata be made the king of the earth by 
that best of kings. When Rama is banished 
into the forest for fourteen years, your son 
ropted firm, will stand alone having grown up 
to vigour. Do you therefore, Oh lady, 
@amand the bavishment of Rama as your 
boon. For, by this means, Oh fair one, all 
your son’s interests will be secured. Thug 
banished, Rama will no longer possess the 
hearts of the people and Bharata, rid of his 
foes, shall become king. By the time Rams 
returns from the forest by that time your 
son would have become deeply rooted in the 
hearts of the people having made » number 
of friends, 1 consider this to be the bout 
to move the mind of the King. Be bold. 
Stop the arrangements for the installatiob 
of Rama and turn them in another direction.” 

hus she was made by her to accept as 
good that which was really evil and Knikeyi 
full of hope and joy told thus to Manthara— 
By that speech of the bunchback, the 
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exceedingly beautiful Kaikeyi became highly 
‘wonderstruck and was led astray just like 
a young girl. She said “Oh Kubja. 1 did 
not understand your excellence. You have 
‘ppoken words of hest wisdom. No bhuneb- 
back in all the earth can match you for wise 
resolve. You alone are devoted to my 
interest always and ever wish my welfare. J 
had not understood aright Oh Kubja, the 
doings of the King. There are in the world, 
full of guile and sin and spite, mis-shapen 
hunchbacks shooking the sight. But you 
are fair, and formed to please, being bent 
Yike a lotus by the breeze, Your cheat is 
weighed down by the hump and is high near 
the sboulders and beneath is the belly graced 
with s beautiful navel, shy ag it were. 
Your bind parts are full and the breasts are 
firm. Your face shines bright like the pure 
rooon, Oh Manthara, your hips are smooth 
adorned with girdled ornaments. Your 
thighs are long and neat and your feet are 
broad, Oh Manthera, clad in silk. When 
you come hefore me with your bent bones, 
you look like the royal swan. All the 
thousand wiles which the Asura Sambara 
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possessed are to be found in you also. 
Besides that you possess several thousands 
more. This hump of yours which ia long 
and bent like the nave of a chariot-wheel is 
surely the abode of an endless store of plots, 
wizard wiles and warrior lore. Round it, 
Kubja, I will fling the golden garland when 
Bharata is inetalied as king and Rama ia 
exiled. The garland shall he mde, Ob 
beautiful one, of pure gold and weli polished. 
When my object is attained aed my hopes are 
fulfilled I shall smear your bump with 
sandal pastes. I shall adorn your face with 
a lovely and auspicious tilaka mark. I shall 
aleo cause, Oh Kubja, heautiful ornaments 
to be made for you. Wearing elegant garments: 
you shall roam about like a goddess, bidding 
the mioon itself fo compare its beauty with a 
face so incorparably fair. You shall attain 
‘eminence soorning your foes. Several 
hunchback women adorned with all orna- 
meuts sball serve your feet just as you 
always serve me.” ‘Thus addressed by 
Kaikeyi, the hunchback spoke to her thus 
ag she was lying down on the pure white 
‘bed just like fire on the alter. “Oh fair one, 


56 RAMAYANA. i 


dams are not erected when the water is 
gone. Therefore be up and doing and keep 
the King in view.” Thus encouraged by 
Manthara tbe large-eyed lady Kaikeyi 
exalting in her pride of beavty went with 
the hunchback to the Chamber of Wrath. 
Then that best of dames flung down her 
garland of priceless pearls aa also innumer- 
able precious and lovely ornaments. Then 
she of golden forin under the influence of 
Kubja's words, laid herself down on the 
ground. Kaikeyi then told Manthaora~ 
“Go and report to the King. Oh Kubja, 
that I am dead here. Rama shall go to the 
forest and Bharata shall obtain the kingdom. 
No more do I care for gold or gems or dainty 
fare. If Ramais to be installed that is the 
end of my life.” Again the hunchback 
eddressed the mother of Bharata, the queen 
of the lord of the Earth, these cruel and bold 
words which foretold good to Bharata and 
evil to Rama, “If Rama obtains this 
kingdom you shall surely suffer with your 
son. Therefore, Oh fair one, strive in such 
as wey tbat your son Bharata shall be 
installed." Thus exceedingly stung and 
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wounded by the wordy shafts that proceeded 
again and again from that hunchback the 
queen pressed her hands againat her bosom 
and over and over again praised Kubja in 
her anger. “It shall be your task to tell the 
King that I have gone to the abode of Yama 
from here or happy Bharata will attain his 
desire and be king when Rama shall he 
banished to the forest for » long time. If 
Rama does not go to the forest from here I 
do not care for beds or garlands or sandal 
or scents or drinks or food. I do not want 
anything, asy, I count my very life as 
nought.” Having spoken these exceedingly 
eruel words the fair Indy stripped off all her 
otnamente and lay down on the bare earth 
uneovered by any beds just like a fallen 
kinneri, With darkened brow and furious 
mien and stripped of her priceles» gems and 
garlands, the wife of the lord of men tay 
down dejected just like the sky enveloped 
in darkness with the stars shrouded. 


& 


CANTO X. 


HUS perversely advised by 
the exceedingly wicked 
Manthara the fair lady 
lay down on the floor like 
a kinvari pierced with 
poisoned shafts resolving 
in her wind that it is & 
right course to adopt. 

Having made that resolve the poor fair ove 

under the influence of Mauthara’s words, 

sighed long and bot like a serpent-girl and 
slowly told everything to Manthara. She 
then pondered for a while over the means 
which would secure ber happiness. That 
friend and well-wisher, the buschback, bearing 
of her firm resolution, rejoiced excoedingly 
as if she had alveady obtained success, Thea 
that lady of the weaker sex bent upon her 
aire parpose and with her soul on fre lay on 
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the floor contracting her brows in a frown. 
.Then all the wonderful, chains and necklets 
and rare and costly jewels that were stripped 
off by Kaikeyi lay down on the ground and 
those cast-off garlands and ornaments that 
Jay seattared on the ground lect lustre to the 
floor just as stars light up the firmament. 
Thus she lay prostrate in the Chamber of 
Wrath clad in dirty garments and with ber 
hair bound fast in a single braid like a 
heavenly nympb dismayed. 


Having issued orders for the installation 
of Rama the monarch withdcow 
to his chambers, after first diem: 
courtiers. He thought that the installation 
of Rama was now well-known throughout the 
-town and uow entered the harem to som- 
niunicate the glad sews to his beloved spouse. 
The illustrious monarch of subdued senses 
antered the excellent abode of Kaikeyi just 
as the Moon threatened hy Rahu enters the 
the sky pale with the white clouds. There, 
in the palace of Kaikeyi, were found parrots 
and peacocks in plenty, while ever and anon 
‘was heard the eweet notes of kraunchas and 
swans. Here waited dwarf and hunchback 
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maids. Therc played the sweet music of 
lute and lyre. Here were found bowers made 
of twining creepers. There shone artistic 
summer-houses fragrant with Champaka and 
Asoka flowers and full of silver, gold and 
ivory daises. Bright with trees ever bearing 
fruits and flowere, and tanks and surrounded 
with lovely seats made ‘of silver, gold and 
ivory. It was rich with various kinds of 
food and drink as algo numerous sweets. 
Thera werd also to be found highly precious 
gems and ornaments. In short it resembled 
heaven itself The monarch entered that 
exceedingly beautiful harem of his; but did 
not see his beloved Kaikeyi on the excellent 
couch. Troubled with lust, the lord of men 
not seeing his darling wife there, becgme 
grieved and made enquiries. For never be- 
fore had that lady missed the hour of meeting. 
and never till then did the king enter the 
empty room. Staying in the apartment, the 
king made enquiries about Kaikeyi, not 
knowing har till then to be selfish or otherwise. 
Then at length the warder-maid spoke with 
folded hands and trembling frame—“ My 
lord, the queen is highly enraged and has. 
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sought the Chamber of Wrath.” On hearing 
the worde of the warder-maid, the king became 
exceedingly anxious and assailed with fierce 
grief, with his senses troubled and agitated. 
Repairing to the Chamber of Wrath the Lord 
of the Earth was consumed by torturing fires 
of grief on beholding the lady lying on the 
ground in a most unbeseeming posture. The 
aged king, all pure within, saw the young 
spouse, dearer to him than his life, lying 
down on tbe ground resolved on sin just 
like soine fair areeper uptorn or like the 
heavenly nymph forlorn, like a kinnari 
thrown down or an apsaras fatlen from 
heaven or like » garland thrown aside or a 
doe ensnared. As some wild slephant who 
tries to soothe bis consort as she lies struck 
by the hunter's venomed dart, eo the king with 
@ disturbed heart strove with soft hand and 
fond caress to soothe the distress of his 
darling queen. The lover addressed these 
words to the lady of the lotus eyes. “I 
know not, Queen, why you should be angry 
with me. Say who has slighted you or 
Whence has come the cause of such offence 
that you lie low-in the dust and cause me 


62 RAMAYANA. {10 


thereby intense grief. What for do you lie 
in the ground when I who am bent in your 
welfare am yebalive, You afflict my heart as 
though you are struck down by some malign- 
ant spirit. There are with me several skilful: 
pbygicians whom I have pleased in all ways. 
‘They will surely make you well again, Ob 
aweet lady, tet! me your sickness. Whom 
do you want to please now’or who has done 
you anything unpleasent, who shall now 
obtain bis desire or who sball be punished 
terribly? Weep not, my lovely queen, nor 
cause your frame to wither. Speak and the 
guiltless shall be condemned or the guilty 
shell be free. The poor shat! be enriched 
or the rich shall be abased. Myself and all 
who are mive are under your influence. 
I can never check even one wish of 
yours. Now by my life I pray you 
€ tell me the thoughts that dwell in your 
bosom. Knowing your power over me it is 
not fairon your part to doubt me. I ewear 
by all my merits to abide by your pleasure. 
My kingdom extends as ‘far as the light of 
the solar dise. The ancient Sindhus and 
Souviras, Sourashtras and Dakehinapsthas, 
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Vangas, Angas and Maghadas, the Matsyna 
the prosperous Kasis and Kosalas all these be- 
Jong to me. All are rich in numerons treasures 
in gold, corn, sheep, goats and kind. Choose 
from among them, Oh Keikeyi, whatever 
your heart desires. Why do you alfict 
yourself, Oh timid one. Arise, Ob lovely 
damsel. arise and tell me Kaikeyi, truly 
whence arose thy fear. I shall dispel it 
immediately just a3 the sun dispels the 
Frost." Thus addressed she became consoled 
and longed to unfold ker dire purpose and 
sought again to wring the bosom of her lord. 
the king. 








CANTO NI, 


AIKEYI spoke these remorse- 
less words to that protector 


of the earth who was pierced 

by the darts of Cupid,and 

was under the intluence of 

Love's foree. “Oh lord, I have 
pot been wronged by anybody nov has any 
one insulted me. T have a certain desize and 
I wish that you should fulfil it. Now pledge 
your word to me if you are willing to have 
it fulfilled. Then I shall reveal my desire,” 
Thereupon tbe highly effalgeut lover with a 
gentle smile slowly lifted up Keikeyi’s head 
in bis hands and addressed her of lovely 
miles. “Oh proud one, do you not kaow 
that excepting Rama, the tiger among men, 
there is no other person on earth who is 
dearer to me than yourself. By the noble 
Rema the foremost of Kshatriyas and the 
mainstay of my lile, I swear to you. Tell me 
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your heart's desire. By him, whom if I do not 
see for one hour needs muat die, by that 
Ramo, O, Kaikeyi I swear to you that your 
words shall ha done. By the bull among 
roan whom I bold dearer than myself o¢ 
other sons, hy that Rama, Kaikeyi, 1 swear to 
you that your word shalt be done. Speak 
darling nod if vou choose, reyuest to 
have the heart from out my breast. Regard 
my words, O, Kaikeri aud vame the wish 
which your mind thinks fit to frame. 
Kuowing your power over me it does not 
hehove you to doubt me. J will certainly 
fulfil your wish and by my good deeds I swear 
this to you.” Then intent upon her own 
interests the lady Kaikeyi, overjoyed to see 
the King come round to her desire, spoke 
these harsh words on account of the absence 
of an umpire. Delighted at the King's 
words she revealed to him in an abominable 
speech her intentions which were dreadfal 
ag the approaching Death. “You sweer 
repeatedly and confer on me @ boon. Lat 
the three and thirty gods headed by Agni be 
my witnesses. Let the Sun and Moog and 
the Sky andthe Planets and Night and Day 
RB. ii. 5 
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and Quarters, the Wind and Earth along with 
the Gandharvas and Rakshasas, the ghosts 
that roam in the midnight, the demons and. 
the household gods that remain in the house 
and all other living beings Jet ali these hear. 
and mark thy words. Let all the gods listen 
tome. This King who is truthful, highly 
effulgent, virtuous and in right earnesl, 
grants me now this boon.” Having thus 
bound the great bowman with teacherous arts 
and oaths, the lady again addressed her 
bounteous lord who was blinded with love, 
“Remember, O King, that long past day when 
duving the battle between Devas and Asuras. 
the enemy had well nigh bereft thee of life 
‘and made thee fall down. Remember, 0 
lord, that it was only I who protected thee 
with ceaseless care and attention. Then, 
pleased with me, you granted me two boons 
and I now demand of thee, O monarch, good 
and true, those two offered boons whioh I bad 
pledged with you then. If you now refuse 
to grant me the boons which you had then 
dutifally sworn, I shall, despised by you, re- 
ounce my life immediately. Enenared by 
the more specch of Ksikeyi the King eom- 
pletely felt under her influence and went to 
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hia destruction just like the deer that enters 
fhe noose. Then the (jueen told that love- 
stricken Kine who was eager to grant the 
boous. “ The two boons, O lord, that wera 
theu granted to me Ly you, those two hoora 
O Jord of the carth, I shall aak of you now, 
listen to my words? The preparations that 
ave being made for the ingtallation of Rama. 
with these preparations themselves let my 
Bharata be installed. The second hoors 0, 
lord which you ont of pleazure granted to 
me, during that hattle between Devas and 
Asuras, the time is now come for me to 
claim that also. Forth to the Dandaks 
forest let Rama go for vine and five years 
and dwell there asa hermit with deer akin, 
coat and matted bair. Let Bharata obtain 
the place of Yuvaraja without a rival. This 
ie my supreme desire. [am simply asking 
for the boons already granted. Lest 
mie seo Rama starting atonce. By aticking 
to truth become the King of Kings. Pro- 
tect the fair name of your race, character 
and birth. Those rich in penance say that 
truthfnl speech brings suprema good to meu 
in the next world". 


Cr2 224 
CANTO XII. 


BA EARING those <errible 
words of Kaikeyi, the mo- 
nareb stood for a time 
absorbed in thought while 
anguish wrung his heart. 
“Is this a dreum or am F 
bewildered ia my mind? 
Is this due to the inflo- 
ence of some evil spirit or to the affectation 
of my mind?" Thus brooding, the King did 
not tid rest. Regaining his senses after a 
sivoou he was consumed with grief at the 
words of Kaikeyi. Distressed and tremb- 
ling like a deer when it sees the approach of 
the dreaded tigress, he sat on the uncovered 
@round and draw a long sigh. Like a wild and 
bighly venomous snake confined by charms 
within a ring, the lord of men indignantly ox- 
claimed “shame on thee.” Then ju sense- 
bewildering pain he again fainted on the 
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ground, At length when he slowly regained 
his senses he spoke to Kaike: his eys-balle 
burned with the wild fury of his ire.” Ob oruel 
and vile wretch, the destroyer of my race, 
what wrong has been done to you by Rama 
or by myself. Speak, Oh wicked one, Rama 
always attends on you as on his own mother. 
What for have you commenced to bring this 
rain on his head? I now eee that I bave 
brought you to my house for my self des- 
truction without knowing that though you 
are the daughter of a king you are in truth 
@ serpent with virulent poison. The whole 
mankind speaks well of Rama and praises 
him, What fault oan I find io him that 1 
should desert my son? I shu!!l rathev aban- 
don Kausalya, or Sumitra, or even my glory, 
nay my own life, but never shall I aban- 
don Rama who is always foud of bis 
parents. Just to see my eldest son ia itself 
the highest blies and if I sea him uot I lose 
my life. The world may stand sunless, the 
grain may thrive witbout the gevial rain. 
but if my Rama be not nigh, my spirit from 
ita frame will fly. Se enough. Abandon 
this regoive, Oh you of simple plana. I 
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shall touch thy feet with my bead. Be 
Pleased towarde me, Ob wioked dame. What 
ean have laid you to plot so cruelly. 
Perchance your purpose is to sound my love 
or otherwise to Bharata. Let it be. The 
words that these days you have spoken in 
praise of Rama, viz., ‘ihat illustrious Rama 
is my eldest son and he is the most righteous 
pergon’ weve all evidently feigned and design- 
ed with a view to please me.” For, hearing 
now the installation of Rama, you are 
troubled with grief and afitict me also con- 
siderably. Perhaps in this empty hall you 
have hecom» possessed and now you speak 
under another's influence. Now on Ikshva- 
ku’s ancient righteous race falls foul disorder 
end diegrace, because Ob Queen, you bave 
hecome now peiveried in your mind. Not 
enee, Ob broud-vyed dame, bave you heen 
ef old guilty of improper or unpleasant 
conduct towards me. 

Hence I wi} not now helieve thy wicked 
words, Is not Rama equal in your estima- 
tion with your noble Bharata? You your- 
self on several occasions have declared to 
me like that, Oh cimple girl How can you 
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bring yourself to be pleased, Oh timid Indy, 
with banighment to the forest of the illustrious 
and righteous Rama for a period of fourteen 
years. How can if please you if the exoesd- 
ingly tender Rama whose heart is ever intent 
on righteousness dwells in the extremely 
terrible forest? What for, have you chosen 
this banishment of the lovely and beautifal- 
eyed Rama who is always attending on you? 
Rame always serves you better theu Bharata 
himself. Hence I do not per-eive any 
superior yegard in Bharsta towards you. 
Who, excepting that foremost of men, will 
more devotedly serve you, honor you and 
truthfully obey your word? Neither the 
numerous ladies of the palace nor the count- 
Jess followere can breathe a word against my 
son Rama of rea! or alleged misconduct. 
Appeasing all creatures hy bis pure and 
gentle soul, Rama, the tiger among men, 
catehes the hearts of men. He wins the 
subjects with bis truth and the poor witb 
hie gifts, the elders he wins with his services 
and the enemies with his Low in battle. 
Truth and charity and asceticism, the band 
to give and the heart to feel, purity and 
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straight-forwardnesss, knowledge and meek 
obdienes to elders—these qualities sertainly 
grace my Rams. How can you, Oh lady, 
plot thus sinfully against Rama in whom 
these virtues shine. He is so very straight- 
forward whose glory vies with the sages and 
who is a peer of the gods. Ido not remem- 
ber braving ever beard him utter any harsh- 
or bitter word to pain any living creature. 
How can I now address my beloved gon 
these cruel words for your sake—what stay 
have T save him in whom abide forgiveness, 
patience, charity, truth, righteousness, grati- 
tude and harmlessness towarde all crea- 
tares. Have mercy, Oh Queeu, on me, a 
poor old man nearing theend. Show some 
pity towards me in my distress and in my 
week lamentations. Whatever can he obtain- 
ed within the sea-girt world, all that I shail 
bestow on you, May you not get angry. 
I fold my hands suppliantiy, Oh Kaikeyi, 
and touch your feet. Be you the protector 
of Bams. Let not unrightcousness defile me 
here. With fierce words the fiercer 
Kaikeyi, replied the King who was pleading 
agein and again to reach the shores of the 
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ocean cf grief, who was staggered, being over- 
whelmed with woe and who bewailed sense- 
lesely, consumed with grief. ‘'If, Oh mouareb, 
you now repent the two boons which you 
have already granted, how will you, Ob hero, 
pose in the world as righteous. When the 
numerous saintly kings assemble around you, 
and ask you about thie, what will you reply, 
Ob Knower of virtues, You will say ‘She 
to whose efforts I owe my life, she who 
protected me with tender care. in the case 
of that Kaikeyi I have been false. Surely, 
Ob lord of men, you will bring disgrace to 
all the monarchs since, having granted the 
boon this very day, you talk again otherwise. 
In the story of the hawk ond the dove 
Saibya geve bis’ own Hesh for the hind and 
Alarka gave bis own eyes and gained an 
exalted state. Even the sea keeps hie 
promise and never goes beyond the shores. 
Remembering the old deeds, do not maka 
your promise false. Renouncing virtue 
and having installed Ramain the Kingdom, 
Oh wicked one, you evidently want to sport 
always with Kausalya. Now call it by what- 
ever name you will, justice, injustice, truth or 
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falashood, thet whieh you have promised 
me shall on no account be transgressed. f 
Rama be installed I shall immediately 
drink poison before you and will die in your 
very presence. It is indeed far better for me 
todie than to see even a single day the 
snother of Rama receiving the homage of the 
people. I swear, Oh Lord of men, by Bharata 
and by myself that I will not be pleased 
with anything else except the banishment 
of Rama.” Saying thus much Kaikeyi 
veased, and did not speak again to the be- 
sailing king. Hearing these extremely oruel 
words of Kaikeyi asking for the exile of 
Rama and the prosperity of Bharata, the 
King with troubled senses Jid not talk to 
Kaikeyi for a while. He gazed steadfastly at 
the beloved Jady who spoke go very rudely- 
Yesring those most unpleasunt words which 
were a8 hard ani cruel as the thunderbolt 
and which were full of pain and grief, the 
King became afflicted with sorrow. Ponder- 
ing over the efforts of the iady and also over 
the terrible vow abe bas made, the king 
sighed forth as “Ab Rama” and fell down like 
asmitien tree. The King, whom the whole 
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world obeyed, Jay down with his senses lost 
like one insane, faint asa eick man, weak 
with pain, like a snake with its energies gone. 
With sad faint words the King thus addressed 
Kaikeyi—“ By whom Kaikeyi, were you 
taught thie flattering hope which is fraught 
with ruin. You are not ashamed to talk to 
yne like this as one whose heart is possessed 
with the devil. I did not know before when 
you were young all this vicious obaracter of 
yours, Now I find the very reverse. 
Whence has proceeded your fear that you 
ask for auch a kind of boon—the installation 
of Bharata in the kingdom and the exile of 
Rama in the forest. Ifyou would fain do 
good to your husband or to the people or to 
Bharata himself, then cease from this attitude, 
Spurn the pertidious course, Ob wicked 
traitress, fierce and vile, who lovest deede 
of ain and gaile. What wrong or falsehood do 
you observe either in meor in Rama. Set- 
ting aside Rama, Bharata will never accept 
the Kingdom. For I think Bharata’s heart 
in get on righteousness more firmly than 
Rama's. Uttering the words ‘go to the 
forest’ how can I look Rama in ths face 
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when it loses its colour like the moon when it 
is eclipsed? How can 1 see all my well-con- 
sidered plan, settled in consultation with 
friends, ruined like the army destroyed by 
evemies? Will not the Kings assembled from 
different regions say of me thus ?—Alas, how 
did this puerile dezcendent of Ishvake reign 
80 long. When the numerous elderly virtu- 
ous and well-learned people ask me about 
Rama what shall I then say? Shall I say 
that I banished Rama being sore prosaed 
thereto hy Kaikeyi, Although I epeak" the 
truth, bearing them, all will hold me false and 
weak. What will Kausalya say te me when 
Bama goes to the forest and what answer 
shall € give ber, having injured ber like thia? 
Keausalya always attendson mc like a slave 
and with the sister's care, she blends the love 
of a mother, s wife and afriend. In spite of 
all her tender solicitude, her noble son and 
her loving words, she who bas been deserving 
of my regard, has been neglected by me on 
your scoount, But my heart is grieved for 
the love andcare I have bestowed on you 
Justas the sick person repente the dainty 
meals and eondiments pariaken hy him. 
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Beholding Rama insulted and driven out to 
the forest how will the terrified Sumitra con- 
fide in me. Ab cruel itis that Vaidebi will 
have to hear of two sorrowful events namely 
‘the death of myself and the depature of 
Rama, to the forest, Vaidehi will indeed 
wring my aged bosom and kill me with her 
grief, sad as a fair nymph deserted hy her 
Jord on the slopes of the Himalayas. After 
reeing the departure of Rama to the great 
foresé and the weeping Maithili, I don’t think 
J shall live long and you shall then bacome 
& widow and govern the kingdom along with 
your son. J have no zest to live, Oh lady, 
after Rama's banishment. I am sorry I 
acoapted you, a vile, traitress a3 good and 
true and am decsived as one who jn hie thirst 
thas drank of the good-looking liquor mixed 
with poison. You spsak soothingly using 
soft words of guile and then kill me just ae 
the wild hunter kills thedeer after luring it 
with the sound of music. Surely el] noble 
men will reproach me as ignoble, as one who 
has aold big eon, They would scora me in 
tha streat just as thay would do # dranken 
Brahmin. Ab me, for my unbeppy fate, for 
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IT am compelled to tolerate your words Such 
woe has come upon meas a result of sin 
committed in previous birtha. For many a 
day with sinful care I cherished thee, OL 
wicked woman, j2st as one preserves through 
ignorance the chord that is said to bind one- 
aelf. I sported with you not knowing you 
to be death itself and dallied with you in 
private just as a child with a veponous suake 
All the world wil! surely he justified in our 
sing me asthe wicked person who made his 
aon fatherless. They will gay King 
Dasaratha is very foolish blinded hy love. 
For the sake of » woman, he bas banished bis 
dear son Bama into the forest. Already 
emaciated by the vows and rigours of the 
student-life and restrained by the eldeis, 
Raina, at a time when heis to enjoy life will 
again undergo this mighty trouble. My aon 
is incapable of uttering a eacond word when 
Task him to go to the forest. His reply 
will simply be. “ All right when I tell him 
to go to the forest. If my Rama disobeys me 
it would be welcome tome. But my child 
will not do that. He is pure-hearted and 
will not know my intentions. When asked to 
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fo tothe forest he will simply reply, 
“ Allright," and on the departure of Rama 
to the forest al] the world? will execrate ma 
and will deem me unicarable and death itself 
willlead me to Yama’s ibede. When I am dead 
and when that forem. :t of men, Rama, has 
gone to the forest I de:’t know what evil you 
will seek to my rev sining relations and 
friends. Losing Ka>salya, myself, Rama 
and her two sons, the ;ueen Sumitra unable 
fo bear her grief will surely follow me. 
Having thrown into ict] Kauenlya, Sumitra 
and myself along witl the three sone, do you 
Oh Kaikeyi, enjoy life. You shall protect the 
eternal and virtuous Mne of the Ikshvakus 
whieh was incapable of being shaken up to 
now and which is now left to wild confusion 
bereft of myaelf and Rama. If this banigsh- 
ment cf Rama be pleasing to Bharata also, let 
him not perform the funeral obsequies when 
Tam dead. Alas vile foe, the cause of my ill, 
obtain at Inst your cursed will. When 1 
am dead and when the bull among men, Rama, 
is gone to the forest you, a widow, shal! thea 
rule the Kingdom with your son. In the 
guise of a princess you have dwelt in my 
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palace. Untold infamy and gross insult will 
surely be mine in the world. All oreatures 
will disregard me just as they would do a 
sinner. Having gone often and often in 
chariots and clephanta and horses bow will 
my child the noble Rama ronm on foot in the 
mighty forest? Ha, for whom the cooks 
wearing earrings vied with eich other in 
preparing the hast aud the most deticious 
food and drink, how oan he now live on ths 
forest-food eating astringent, bitter and pun- 
gent roots and fruits. Having wora costly 
and valuable garmants and lived long in ease 
and pleasure, how can he uow dwell on 
have earth wearing » piece of orange-coloured 
cloth. Whose are these cruel words un- 
thought of up to now—Rama’s departure to the 
forest and the installation of Bharata? Shame, 
shame on women, vile rogues, ever selfish ; 
why should I blame all the women,! shall 
speak of the motherof Bharata alone. Oh 
worthless, cruel and selfish dame, bas God 
ereated you solely for my grief'and woe, 
What fault do you find in me or in my son, 
Raima, who loves thee so. Fond wives may flee 
from their husbands and fathers may desort 
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‘their sons; but all the world would reve to 
aee my Rama plunged in sorrow. When I 
hear my son coming adorned like the 
illustrious son of the celestiats, I rejoice and 
when I actually sae him, I feel my youth 
again renewed, There might be life without 
the Suv, or even if Indra send no rain, 
‘but seeing Rama hanisbed from bere I 
think none would remain alive. You, « 
-wrong-doer and a foe eager to destroy, } have 
‘harboured you in my bouse to be as i¢ vere 
my death, T have for a Jong time held you 
con my lap, youa highly venomed snake, and 
I ain Jost on avconnt of that folly. Let 
Bharata along with yvourule the Kingdom 
with ite towns, forts and imountains bereft 
of myself, Rama aud Lakshmana and you 
had hetter produce joy to all my enemies. 
Plotter of woe, hreeder of evil, for the speech 
which you have dared to utter now, why do 
‘oot your teeth fall down from your head 
seatiered in thousand pieces. Rame never 
spoke any wrong or unkind words to you 
aint he does not know to speak harsh. How 
ean you find fault in Rama who speaka 
always pleasantly and whom all adnire 


R. ii. 6 


82 RAMAYANA. [12 


always for his virtues. Yield yourself to 
despair or burn yourself or otherwise destroy 
yourself and sink intothe Earth drifted ina 
thousand ways. I will never act up to your 
extremely cruel words which are fraught. 
witb evil to me, Ob dust of the royal race 
of the Kekayas. I do not wish you, Oh, 
wretch, to live, you who are the ruin of your 
own race. who are eager to tear my heart 
with its strings and who always speak false 
and base words keen asa razor. My life 
is gone; why speak of joy. For parents 
where is happiness without the son? It 
behoves you not, Ob lady, to do me wrong. 
Ttonch your fect, Pray, be pleased to- 
wards me. As bewailing thus like oue 
forlora, the ruler of the Barth, beart-struck 
by the preaumptuous Kaikeyi, strove to reach 
the outetretohed legs of the lady, bat felh 
down unable to do go like one enfeebled with 


disease. 





CANTO XIII. 


NDESERVING of his 
mournful fate, the 
mighty king lay pros- 
trate in unsceming guise 
just like Yayati faller 
from the worid of the 
gods when his merits 
were exhausted. That 

lady, the personification of ruin, triumpbanb 

and terrible without any fear, renewed again 
her demand for the same boons. “ You 
boast yourself, Oh King, as truthful and firm 
in vows, Then why do you wih to deny me 
hese boons?" Thus addressed by Kaikeyi 
the King Dasaratha, with anger raging in his 
breast, sank for a while beneath the pain and 
then replied—" When I am deed and when 
Rama, the buli among men, has gone to the 
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foreat, alas, Ob ignoble foe, you had better 
please you-self :vith all your desires fulfited. 
Even in heaven when the goda ask me of the 
welfare of Rams, bow can E bear to hear of 
their reprorwch? If I speak the truth and 
say that Rama was banished by me, eager to 
fuliil the desive of Kaikeyi, they would no$ 
beliave me but consider it untrue. Childieas for 
a long time, f obtained at length with great 
difficulty the son Rama, the highly powerful. 
How can I now desert him? Rama is a 
warrior, has completed his learning, aod con- 
troiled his anger and is ever patient. How can 
Thavish auch a lovely lotus-eyed Rama? How 
can I send to the Dandaka forest the lovely 
Rawa, the long-armed and the highly power- 
ful and whose hue resembles that of the blne 
lotus? How can] see the wire Rama in 
pain, he whois always accustomed to plea 
aures and never to pain? If, when doing any 
injary Lo Rama who does not deserve pain: 
I meet with my death then I shall attain 
happiness. Ob, cruel Kaikeyi of sintuy 
purpose, why do you waut to inflict this 
wrong upon ory beloved Rama of truthfa! 
prowess? Untold infamy and grosa insult 
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will surely be my lot in this world.” As, 
the monerch thos wailed and wept with 
gwosddening grief the Sun went down and 
vight was closing round. The night, though 
coupled with the moon, did pot bring any 
relief to that wretched wailing King. Fixing 
his gaze on the skies, the old King Dasaratha 
wept witb grief sighing hot and hard like. 
one suffering from sickness. “Ob night, 
whom the stars adorn, I long not for the 
coming dawn. Be kind and show me meroy. 
T elasp my hands in supplication. Nay rather 
fly with ewifter pace. Ido not like to see 
the face of the cruel and dreadful Kaikeyi 
who is the cause of this mighty grief.” 
Saying thus the King with clasped bands 
tried again to please Kaikeyi. “Oblady, be 
pleased towards me who am good and pure, 
whose life is nlinost fuisbed and who turn to 
you for succour. Do this favour, Ob sweet 
lady, especially to your King. Tam not 
speaking in vain, Oh lovely hipped ove. Do 
good, Ob girl; you nre of fair heart indeed. 
So show mercy. Be you propitious towards 
me, Let Rama enjoy the Kingdom as your 
gift, Ob lady of soft black eye and thereby 
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win a name thot shell never die. Oh lady 
of the dainty waist, graced with the beauty of 
eyes and of lips, do this act which would please 
me, Rama, the world, the elders and also 
Bharata.” That wicked and cruel lady heard 
the extremely pitioua and mournful cries of 
her husband whose reddened eyes were full 
of tears and whose intentions were quite 
pure. Hearing them she did not make any 
reply. Then that King, seeing his favourite 
and good wifa persist in speaking wrong by 
insisting on the banishment of his son, fell 
down onthe ground grief-stricken and sense- 
Jess. As the wise King atHicted with sorrow 
was sighing hot and hard the night passed 
away. Thev ashe wae being roused up, the 
King prevented bis being awakened. 








Ikshvaku fallen on the 
ground whirling and sense- 
less and distressed with 
grief on account of his 
son, that wicked lady 
apoke thus. “Having pro- 
mised to grant mea boon why do you lie on 
the ground as if you hava committed some 
sain. It behoves you to maintain your dig- 
vity and position, Tbe righteous consider 
‘truth as the prime virtue and it is in the 
interests of truth that E exhort you to virtue. 
Having promised the hawk, the lord of the 
Earth, Sribya, gave bis own body to the bird 
and thereby obtained exalted position. 
Similarly the effulgent Alerka, when a 
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Brahmin learned in the Vedas entreated hiay 
bis own eyes, he gave them te him witheut 
any reluctance. The lord of rivers also, the 
mighty ooean, for the sake of truth only does 
not overstep the limits of its slender 
boundary. Truth is the one word denoting: 
the Supreme and in Truth is firmly established 
righteousness. Truth alone is the eternal 
seripture and by Truth is attained the 
supreme state. {f you would pursue the 
right follow the Truth. Let that hoon be 
fraitful, You are indeed, Oh King, the giver 
ofthe boons. For the sake of your on 
desire, for virtue and at my instigation aleo- 
you had better banish your son Rama and 
Iam telling you thrice to doit. Ifyoudo 
not falfil now this vow of yours, in ycar very 
presence I will die forlorn. Thus fearlessly 
urged by Kaikeyi, the King was helpless to- 
exttioste himself from the bond just like 
Bali who was unable to free himself from 
Indra’s noose. Dismayed in coul and pale: 
in countenance, the monarch trembled like a 
bull hetween the chariot wheel and the yoke. 
Then steadying himself with a creat effort, 
the King with a vacant stare appeared to- 
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look at Kaikeyi and spoke to her thus. “ Ob- 
wretch, ldo hereby renounce that band of 
youts which I accepted with Vedic rituals in 
the presence of Fire, I renounce it along 
with you and your son. The night has Hed, 
Ob Indy, the dawnis near. Soon will the- 
holy elders be here and will certainly hurry 
me on to complete the installation of Rama. 
But under the ciroumstances Rama will have 
to make my funeral obsequies with the 
materials specially gathered for the installa- 
tion of Rama. Yow and your son are not to 
offer me any watery offerings, if you pre- 
vent the installation of Rama, Oh you of foul 
condnot. Having just sean them brightand 
glad, 1 could not bring myself up to look 
upon the people with their heads bent, with 
their joys shattered and quite cheerless." 
While the noble monarch was thue spenking 
to Kaikeyi, the holy night with its charac- 
teristics--moon and star—gave place to the- 
dawn. Then Kaikeyiof wioked ways versed 
in speech and wild with rage spoke again 
these fierce words to the King. “ What ia 
this you are talking about, Oh King, words 
which resemble poisonous disease. It be- 
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hoves you to causa your noble son Rama to 
be brought here. When the Kingdom is 
given to my son and when Ramais driven 
tothe woods and when nota rival copes 
with me, you shall be free from the chains of 
duty.” Thus goaded like an excellent steed 
urged by sharp spurs, the King replied to 
Kaikeyi thus—My sensea ave astray and 
duty’s bonds have tied my hands. I long to 
see my virtuous and beloved eldest son.” 


When the night had passed away and the 
Sun had arisen, when the hour of the cou- 
junction of the holy star had arrived, the 
wvirtuous Vasisbtha, surrounded by his dis- 
-ciples, entered the fuir city having secured 
all the necessary materials. He traversed 
the city whose roads were all watered and 
swept clean, which was adorned with splen- 
- did banners, which was strewn all over with 
beautiful flowers, which looked beautiful with 
numerous garlands, which was full of joyous 
people with its shops overflowing with goods, 
Which wore s highly festive appearance eager 
for the installation of Rama and which was 
perfumed all around with incense of sandal 
and agaru wood. Haviny passed through 
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such a city which resembled that of Indra, 
Vasishtha entered the magnificent palace 
where he heard the mingled notes of many & 
‘bird, where thronged the citizens and the 
villagers, aud where graced the Brahmins 
and their assistants who were all fully con- 
versant with the rites of sacrifice. Passing 
that crowd, the sage Vasishtha entered the 
inner apartments highly pleased. He there 
-saw the chariotezr Sumantra, the good-look- 
sing counsellor of the lion among men, just 
emerging through tbe gate. The highly 
effulgent sage Vasishtha told that skilled 
charioteer—"“Oh Charioteer, inform the king 
-quickly that Iam come here. These golden 
vessels full of the sacred waters of the 
‘Ganges and the Ocean and the auspicious 
seat made of the Udumhara wood have been 
brought here for the installation. All kinds of 
seeds and precious ascents and many « gem 
and ornament, honey, curds, ghee, fried rice, 
-dbarbs grass, flowers and milk, eight lovely 
dameels and an excellent rutted elephant, at 
excellent oar with four horses, 3 sword and 
‘ap excellent bow, = palanguin with its, 
-bearers, white umbrella bright as the 
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moon, two white chouries, a goldeu beaker 
a white bull bigh-honped and fair and girt 
with gold bands, « highly powerful and. 
excellent lion with four large teeth and flowing 
mane, the throne and the tiger's skin, the 
senred fire fresh kindled, the best muotes 
of allsorts and dancing girls well adorned, 
the priests, Brahmins, kine and birds of the 
purest sort, the noblest men from town and. 
village, mercknnts with their followers— 
these and several others, delighted at heart 
and conversing joyfully, have assembled here 
along with the kings for the sake of the 
installation of Rama. The day has dawned, 
Go and bid the great king to make haste so 
that Rama may obtain the kingdom during 
the influence of the holy star.” Hearing 
these words of the noble sage, tbe charioteer’s 
son entered the royal apartments praising 
the tiger among the kings. The gate-keepers 
who were eager to fulfil the king's pleasures 
were not able to check the entrance of this - 
ebarioteer aged in years and who bad been 
&ravted {ree access everywhere ere this. He 
stood beside the royal cbief unwitting of his 
deadly grief and with sweet words began to 
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aing the praises of biz lord and king. With 
clasped hands the obarioteer Sumantra 
praised the lord of the Earth duly in hig 
-Obambers. ''As the sparkling sea delights our 
eyes at sunrise, go give ua raptnre, Oh king, 
with a delighted heart and yourself well 
pleased. Matali praised Indra at the self- 
«ame hour and thereupon Indra conquered 
all the asurag. Similarly I wake thee up. 
As the Vedas with their angas reveal the 
selt-existent Brabma, so do I wake you up 
and reveat you to the world. Ae the lord of 
sky in company with the Moou wakes up 
the Earth full of creatures, so do I wake you 
up. Bise up, Ob great king, and clad in 
excellent robes and decked with ornamente, 
shine bright in form like the Sun issuing 
from Mount Meru. May the Sun and Moon, 
Bivaand Agni, Kubera, Varuna and Indra 
may all these bless you, Oh Kakutstha with 
all success. The glorious night bas passed 
and the auspicious day has dawned. Awake, 
‘Oh saintly king and fulfil yourduty. Every- 
thing in ready for the installation of Rams 
The townsmen and the countrymen and-the 
merchants are ali waiting with clasped heads, 
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The sage Vasichtba walts with all the 
Brahmins at the gute. Issue the orders 
quickly, Oh king, for the installation of 
Rama. As the sheep without a protector, 
ag the army without a captain, as the night 
without the moon and as the kine without 
the bull, such is the state of the kingdom 
wherein a king is nos found.” Hearing those 
words of Sumantra, plain and appropriate, 
the lord of the earth felt deeper yet the 
sting of bia sorrow. At length the virtuous. 
and illustrious king raised his eyes red with. 
weeping and mournful for the sake of bis 
son and addressed the charioteer thue—" By 
your words you pierce my vitals all the 
ore.” Sumantra beard the sad reply and: 
saw the pitiful state of the king and with 
folded hands and bowed head drew aside a 
little from that place. When the king was 
quite unable to speak himself on account 
of misery, Kaikeyi skilled in plots and 
plans, then addressed Sumantra thus Ob 
Sumantra, elated with joy on account of 
Rama, the king has kept awake the whole 
night and being nearly tired ha is now over- 
powered with sleep. Therefore, Ob chario- 
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teer, yeu ‘had better quiekly go and fetch 
here tbe illustrious prince Rama. Mav good 
betide you. Do not hesitate in this affair.” 
Thinking good of Rama the charioteer be- 
came delighted at beart and went out 
joyously quickened by the royal mandate, 
Being urged to hurry on by Kaikeyi, 
Sumantra thought thus—"It is clear that 
the virtuous Rama is to be brought here for 
the installation.” Tiinking thus the ehario- 
teer became filled wich mighty joy and 
eager to see Rama, the highly powerfal, 
Sumantra went out from the inner apart- 
ments which resembled the deep bay of the 
ocean, Emerging through the crowd of 
people he saw the gate before him. 
He hurried forth straight from the presence 
of the king looking at the gnte-keepers om 
bis way and saw before bim all sorts of 
tich citizens assembled together and seated: 
by the aide cf the kings. 








HI king's priests, brah- 
ning learoed in the 
Vedas, having slept the 
night, rose np early in the 
morning to attend the 
Court of the King. Mivis- 
ters, captains of the army 

aud the chief of the marehanis had asseabled 

there with «a joyous heart to witness 
the installation of Rima. The San rose ia 
the cloudless sky and the day sdvanced 
ander the astral inflaenceof Pusbya. When 
the Karkataka lagna approached and when 
the Moon was in the star of Rama, the best of 
twice-born men gathered together all things 
necessary for the ivatallation of Rama. 

Golden pitchers fall of water, well-decorated 

auspicious seats, bright-car well spcaad with 
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tiger's skin, sacred water brough’ from the 
holy confluence of the (ianges and the 
Jnmna as alao from the several other holy 
rivers, lakes, wells and tanks, fro:o straama 
that run eastwards, northwards and obli- 
quely—from all these was the sacred water 
brought as also from the oceans all round 
The golden anil silver pitchers f11) of these 
asered waters shone bright edorned with 
fried rice and covered over with milky 
branches and lotuses and  water-lilies, 
Howey, curd, ghee, tried rice, dharba grass, 
flowers and milk, well-hebaving dancing girls 
decked with all ornaments, a> oxcetlend 
ehowri adorned with gold and gems and 
bright as the moon—all these were mada 
reidy for the sake of Rama. A white 
shining moon-like umbrella stood ready, 
awaiting the auspicious iustallation. ‘The 
white bull was also rendy as also the white 
horse. The stately elephant stood awaiting 
the royal ride and lovely damsele aight in 
number, stood all adorned. Thera was 
ail music soft and loud and ards and 
ministrels swelled the crowd. Just as was 
customary during the installation of the 
Ikshvakus, 80 evergthing 
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together fox the installation of the prince. 
‘When ali were assembled there in obedience 
to the king’s order and did not find the lord 
of the earth, they spoke among themselves 
thus :—Who will inform the king of our 
arrival; the Sun has risen, everything ia 
ready for the ivstallation of the wise Raaa 
and still we do not find the king.’ When they 
were conversing thus, Sumantre, the ap- 
proved of the king, replied to those royal: 
chiefs in these words:—"In obedience to 
the command of the king I am just starting- 
to fetch Rama quickly. You aro all held in 
high honour by the king and especially so 
by Rama. So, as your, mouthpiece, I shalt 
go back and inform the king of the cause of 
my return and on your behalf, enquire of 
him, his welfare.” Saying thus, the knower 
of the Puranas approached the gates of the 
ipper apartments. Sumantra entered the 
apartments which were always closed and 
having evtered be began to praise the royal 
line ot tie king. He then entered the bed- 
room of the king and approaching the bed 
he stayed behind s screen and from there 
sbegan’ to praise the king with eweet words 
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full of blessings. “‘Ob Kakuteths, may the 
Sun and the Moon, Siva and Kubers, 
Varuna, Agni and Indra, may all bless thee 
with success. The gloricus night bas passed ‘ 
and the auspicious dsy bas dawned. May 
you rise up, O tiger among kings aud do the 
needful. Brahmins and captains of the army 
and merchants bave all arrived, O king, 
They are all anxious to see you and hence, 
arise O Raghave.” Hearing the charioteer 
Sumantra, the knower of mantraa praise 
him thus, the King nwoke and spoke 
these words. ‘This lady told you to 
go and fetch Rama. What is the caure 
for not having dona so? Why do you 
0 counter to my order? IT am not asleep. 
Bring here Rama quickly.’ Thus did the 
king order the charioteer again. Hearing 
thoge royal words the charioteer bowed with 
bis head and went out of the royal abode, 
full of thoughts of joy. He reached the royal 
atrest, gay with banners and buntings and 
exosedinglydelighted and joyous, the chario- 
teer sped quickly beholding them all. The 
charioteer bearing every one on bis way, 
talking of Rama and of the installation 
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which gave joy to sll the people. Then be 
saw at a distance the lovely palace of Rama 
bright as the peak of mount Kailasa resem- 
bling the abode of Lord Indra with huge 
gates, benutiful with hundreds of balconies, 
with a golden statue for its sole creat, lovely 
with gems avd corals, bright a3 the autumpat 
clouds and resembling the cave of mount 
Meru, adorned with large festoons of 
excellent gems, flashing with pearls and 
jewels, fragrant with the scent of senda! and 
agaru, emitting sweet and odorous scents 
like the peak of mount Dardar, resounding 
the sweet tones of swans and peacocks with 
tastefully sculptured wolves and deer 
attracting the eye and the heart alike of all 
erestures witb its resplendant lustre, bright 
as the moon and tha sun, resembling the 
abode of Kubera, the peer of the palace of 
Mahendra and full of various kinds of birds. 
The charioteer beheld the palace of Rama, 
high as the peak of Meru, surrounded with 
numerous people who had come there with 
folded hands. He saw it beautified with a 
number of villagera who had assembled there 
with gifta, eager to witness the iuatallation 
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of Rama. He saw the palace that resembled 
®& mighty cloud, that looked magnificent with 
ite lovely decorations, that fiasbed bright 
with different gems and that was full of 
servants of various kinds. The charioteer, 
borne in bis chariot by fleet coursers, beheld 
tbe roya! abode and the people's clamour and 
gladdened the hearts of all townsmen with 
bis eseort which beaded towards the palace 
of Rams. Reaching the highly wealthy abode 
of Rama, intensely charming on account of 
the sweet and melodious notes of the deer 
and the peacocks, just as in the exquisitely 
beautiful palace of Indra, the charioteer 
became wonder-struck so much so that the 
hairs on his body stood on end. Entering 
varioua well-deoorated enclosures, bright as 
Kailaga and resembling the abode of the gode, 
he saw @ oumber of faithful men awaiting 
the pleasure of Rama, and passing through 
them the charioteer entered the innermost 
oourtyard. He there beard the joyous notes 
of the people assembled for the installation 
of Rama and found the voiae of all the people 
directed towards the welfare of the son of 
the Lord of men. Sumantra bebeld the 
lovely palace of Rama, full of animals end 
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birds like the abode of Indra with its high 
dome shining lustrously like the peak of 
' Meru. He beheld the gateway crowded with 
millions and billions of people, both townsmen 
and villagers, who, leaving their carriages far 
away, had approached the palace with folded 
handa and presents. He then saw the lovely 
elephant named Satrunjaya stationed there 
to convey Rama. The elephant was buge in 
proportions resembling a mountain in the 
midat of mighty clouds and was rutted and 
hence quite uncontrollable and unbearable. 
He also saw hundreds of ministers well- 
adofned who were al) dear to the king wait- 
ing with horses, chariots and elephants. 
Passing through them al! the charioteer 
entered the prosperous inner apartments. The 
charioteer entered unhindered the crowded 
palaces with its lofty and splendid dome 
resembling the clouds that repose on the top 
ofa hill just like the dolphia entering the 
ooean full of jewels. 


se 


CANTO XVI 





ASSING throngh the srow- 
ded door of the i. ner apart- 
ments, Sumant:a, skilled 
in ancient lore, reachad 
the private apartments 
which stood apart from 
the rest. There, youth- 
ful warriors whose ears 
ware ringed with polished yold and who 
were all armed with trusty bows and darts, 
watched with devoted eyes and heart. Ho 
saw there, stationed at the gate, severat 
aged men well-dressed and holding staves of 
cane, wearing orange-coloured robes aud 
faithfully guarding the ladies. When they 
saw the approach of Sumantra, they, eager 
to wish the good of Rama, rose up immedi- 
ately from their seats in confusion. Then the 
skilled and modest charioteer spoke to 
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them thus,—“‘Inform Rama quickly that 
Sumantrs stands at the gate.’ Those men 
seeking always the pleasure of their lord, 
approached Rama speedily and communi- 
ented the news to him who was with his 
wife. Knowing tbat the oharioteer has arrived 
with the commands of his father, he asked 
him to be brought there itself, eager to obey 
his paternal will. The Charioteer bebeld 
Rama seated on a golden sofa, upholstered 
finely, well-arrayed and bright like Lord 
Kubera. His body was covered all over 
with pure nnd fragrant sandal resembling in 
its colour the blood of a boar. By his side 
sat Sita with a chowri in ber band, like 
Chitra by the side of the Moon. Then 
Sumantra, skilled in court etiquette, hambly 
saluted the boonteous prince, who was 
@azziing like the Sun bright with his own 
lustre. With folded hands Sumantra, the 
adored of the kings, enquired of his welfare 
and spoke thus tc the prince who was seated 
in thepleasure-bed. “O Rama, the happy 
won of Kausalya, your father, in company 
with the queen Kaikeyi, desires to see you. 
Therefore be you pleased to go there 
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quickly.” Well pleased at being addressed 
thus, the highly effulgent lion among men 
duly honoured his father's words and told 
thus, to Bita. “Oh lady, there is no doubt 
that my futher is consulting with my 
mother Kaikeyi about something connected 
with the installation. Guessing at the 
intentions of the king the clever queen, O 
lady of bewitching cyes, eager to gratify the 
desires of her lord, is urging the monarch on 
my behalf. That mother of mine, the daughter 
of the lord of the Kekayas, is interested in my 
prosperity and with great delight acts up to 
my good and follows the desires of the king. 
Fortunately indeed did the Mabaraja and bis 
beloved queen despatch as messenger this 
Bumantra who always works in my interests. 
The messenger who kas arrived here is worthy 
of the people that sent him, Certain it is shat 
the king would install me on the throne of 
Yuvaraja this very day. I shall quickly go 
hence and see the lord of the earth. Moan- 
while please yourself among your followers 
and be at ease. Thus spoken to with regard 
by her lord, Sita of fair dark eyes followed 
her husband to the gateway and implored. 
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blessings on him, May the King bestow 
on you the kingdom which is the delight of 
tbe twioe-born and install you with due 
rights in royal state just as Brahma, the 
maker of the world, installed Indra. Behold- 
ing you coupled with Diksha and Vrata, 
- dressed in pure black deers skin, wearing the 
roebuck's horn on the hand. I sha!) adore you. 
May the wielder of the thunderbolt guard 
you in the Hast. May Yama protest you in 
the South, May Varuna watch the Western 
quarter and the Lord Kubora teke care of 
tbe North, Then, bidding farewell to Sita, 
Rama: baving completed ull anspicious pre- 
liminavies, went out of his abods in company 
with Sumantra juat like a lion emerging oub 
of the deep cave of a mountain. He saw at 
the gate Lakshmansa standing reverently with 
folded hands. Then he reached the sentrat 
court-yard and mixed freely with his friends, 
To all his well-wishers whowere assembled 
there he gave kind looks and fair greetings 
and then that joy of monerebs and tiger 
among men ascended the lofty silver car 
with its seat of tiger skin, bigh as the moun- 
tain. With cloudlike thunder as it rolled it 
flashed with gems and buarnisbed gold, 
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dazzling the sight by tbe brilliance of the 
: shining gold. Like youthful elephants, ex- 
-eellent and quick horses led the car like the 
faultless chariot of Indra, the tbousand- 
eyed. Ascending the car in great haste the 
glorious Raghava went out of his abode like 
the lustrous Moon from the midst of densa 
clouds and like Parjanya when he flies 
thundering through the autumn skies. Laksb- 
mana the younger brother of Raghava, with 
chowri in hand, got into the car hebind 
Rawa and watched bim witb fraternal care. 
As be emerged through the gates the tumalt 
of the aanembled crowd rose sll around and 
people acclaimed him with loud huzza and 
jubilant shout. Then elephants whioh re- 
dembled huge mountains and steeds which 
surpassed all their kind followed Rama by 
hundeods, nay by thousnnds. Before bim 
marched a band of trained warriors, well- 
armed with swords and bows, coloured with 
sandal and agara and each one glowing with 
hope. Throughout the way were beard the 
sounds of musical instruments the pane- 
* gytios of the bard and leonine shouts of the 
‘warriors. The represeor of foes proceeded 
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along while there showered on him number- 
less fragrant flowers from the bands of the 
well-adorned Jadies ocoupying the terraces 
and the lattices. Then all the ladies of 
fearless face and limb, eager to please Rama, 
ereated him with shrill and eweet voices 
from palace bigh and crowded street. Surely 
ahall your mother Kausalya rejoice now, O- 
Joy of the mother, to behold you on your 
triumphal march to obtain the kingdom of 
your aneestors. Those ladies oonsiderad 
ludy Sita who was heartily loved by Rama 
as the best of all woman-kind. Surely some 
mighty penance was performed, in days of 
yore, by that Iady who is now united to 
Rama just like Rohini to the Moon. Thus 
did that best of men Rama hear on the way 
the pleasing words uttered by the ladies 
from the tops of the palaces. Rama wendod 
his way slong the bigh road, hearing from 
the assembled people all round praises of 
himself. The joyous citizens, spoke variously 
regarding Rama. ‘This Rema sball this day 
attain the kingdom by the grace of our king. 
We have thus gained all our desires, now 
that he is to become our roler. {t ia a great 
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gain to the world that he is obtsining the 
kingdom for a long time. He will be never 
unkind to the people nor will he see them 
suffering. He marched triumphantly like 
the lord of wealth, praised all round by ex- 
cellent bards, with music, borses and ele- 
pbhants and panegyrists prooceading in front. 
Rama beheld in that lovely highroad crowds 
of horses and chariots and elephants and all 
the eross roads full of people and the shops 
displaying a wealth of gema. 








AMA ascended his oar after 
having rendered his friends 
joyful and beheld the 
illustrious town adorned 
with pennons and flags 
and fragrant with tbe 
incense of the agaru wood 
and tumultuous with 

crowds from various directions. He traversed. 

the royal road on eitber side of which rose 
high palaces that vied with pale clouds. The 
royal toad wae splendidly spacious and 
brilliant with a collection of sandal, agara 
and other exceedingly fine scente with silk 
acd finxen cloths with whole pearls and 
excellent orystals. He saw the royal road just 
like the celestial road, surrounded with diffe- 
vent kinds of bazaare and multiform edibles, 
rice offerings, tried rice, incense of 
agaru and sandal and different kinds of aweet- 
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smelling flowers. Listening to the numerous 
benediotions uttered by the friends and 
having duly bovoured all the people he went 
his way. The people said “ Installed in the 
gadi today may yon follow the paths trodden 
by your grandfathers and great-grandinthers) 
and protect us. May you endear ue just as 
your fatbers and grau@tathers did of old. 
When Rama becours the king we shall 
surely live more barpily. Enough of the 
eujoyments we bave had, enough of the 
superema goal ior u-, if we but just see the 
budding Rama establisied in the kingdom, 
Notbing else is dearer to us than the instal- 
lation of Rama of untold splendour in the 
kingdom.” Hearing these and other such 
pleasant words in his praise from bis friends, 
Bama went on tiie highway without being 
moved. Ragbaya passed away but not a 
single person could withdraw his eyes or 
thought from that best of men. He who did 
not see Rama and whom Bama did not be- 
hold was an object of contempt for all the 
people and he reproached himeelf in bitter 
shame. That righteous soul showed syma- 
pathy and tenderness to all the onstes alike 
as also to men of all the four stages. Hence 
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they also bore him great love. That son of 
the monarch hent his circling course around 
the crossways, roads leading to tumpler, the 
altars and the abodes of gods. Approaching 
the royal palnce resembling » inass of clouds, 
auspicious with its numerous turrets high as 
the Kailasa peak covering as it were the aky 
with its white domes and witb ita magnificent 
halls adorned with namerous gems. He 
entered that exellent ahode which roay be 
likened to that of the great Indra. Shining in 
aplendour the prince entered bis father's abode 
and drove his ebariot through three courts 
guarded by bowmen. That excellent of 
men then passed though two more Courts on 
foot and having passed through all the enclo- 
sures, the royal son of Dasaratha turned 
back his followers and himself entered the 
joner most apartments. When the monarch’s 
noble son bad thus gone to meet his father, 
the multitude, elate with joy, stood watching 
in the atreet eagerly expecting his return 
just like the ses, the lord of rivers, awnite 
the rise of the Moon. 


4 





AMA saw bis father 
seated with Kaikevi 
on handsome couch 
with a dried-up counte- 
mance and a dejected 
Yook. Firat of all he 
respectfully bowed at 

the feet of his father and with all attentign 

bowed at the feet of Kaikeyi. The 
miserable King with his eyes bedimmed with 
tears just uttered the word Rama and could 

-Jo no more. He was able neither to eee him 

nor to talk to him. Beholding the strange 

did terrible appearance of the King, Rama 

also got frightened as one who has trod on 

2 snake. He beheld the mighty monarch 

breathing hard, witb his senses dejected and 

mind hewildered, a prey to torturing grief, 
R. ii. 8 
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agitated like the deep tranquil wave-crested 
ocean and clouded like the Sun during the- 
eclipse and distraught like a Rishi who had 
uttered a falsehood. At the sight of this 
inexplicable grief of his father, Rama became 
considerably agitated just like the ocean 
during the course of the fall moon. Hyver 
bent on what is good to his father, Rama 
then considered within hbimself:—" How 
strange it is, the King does not joyfully wel- 
geome me to-day. Usually even on occasions 
when he was enraged my father used to 
beam with pleasure at my sight. Such heing 
the cage, seeing me now why does anguish 
ving his brow.’ Sick and perplexed and 
distraught with woe, Kama bowed again to 
Kaikeyi and spoke thus:—" What wrong has 
been unwittingly committed by me whiok 
enraged my father? Kindly apprise me of it 
and yourself appease him on my bebalf, 
Why is his mind now bewildered? He who 
used always to he fond towards me is now 
miserahle and pale and does not xpeak to me, 
TI hope no bodily pain or mental anguish 
troubles him. Ab! uniform happiness is 
dndeed very rare. Or has any evil befallen. 
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the lovely prince Bharata or the mighty 
brave Satrughna or my‘mothers? Displeasing 
the King and disregarding the paternal in- 
junctions I do not wish to live even for an 
hour when the King is offended. How 
should a man behave to him who gave him 
his being. The sire to whom he owes his 
birth should be bis visible god on earth; or 
perhaps have you spoken any harsh words 
to my father out of anger or conceit, which 
has thus egitated his mind? Speak truly, Ob 
queen, to me who am eager to know what has 
caused this unusual change in the lord of 
foen. Thus addressed by the noble Raghava 
Kaikeyi casting all ruth and shame aside spoke 
these impudent worde ful! of self-greed— 
“Ob Rama, The Kiog is not angry nor has 
any misery befallen him. He bas got some- 
thivg in his mind which he dares not speak 
for fear of thee. Thou art so deer to bim 
that bis lipa refrain from words that might 
pain you. But you must perforce do that 
whioh he has promised to me. He honoured 
me high in days of yore and vouchsafad a 
boon to me. But now this King regreta his 
word just like a common folk. The lord of 
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earth vowed to grant a boon to me saying ‘I 
give thee’ and now he wisbes in vain to set 
up a dam when the water hag passed away. 
Oh Rama, it is well known to al! rigbetous 
people that truth is the root of all virtue ; 
therefore the King should not abondon truth 
on your behalf though enraged at me. If 
you fulfill your father’s words, he they good 
or be they ill, I will then relate to you every- 
thing in detail. If you undertake that the 
King's vow shall not go in vain with you, that 
ia, if you bind youreelf by your father’s vow 
then and not till then shall I unfold the tale. 
The King will not speak to you.” Hearing 
these words uttered by Kaikeyi, Rama with 
& Groubled heart spoke these words to the 
queen in the presence of the King. “Ab me! 
dear lady, it does not bebove you to speak 
such words to me. At the bidding of the 
Bing -I would even fall into the Fire; 
I would even drink virglent poison or 
drown myself in the Ocean, provided I am 
asked to do it by him who is bent on my 
welfare and who is my guru, father aud King 
in one. So tell me, O lady, what is desired 
of me by the King. I will do it and I promise 
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to do it. Rama does not speak twice.” Then 
the wicked Kaikeyi spoke thase terribly cruel 
words to Rama who loved the right and 
spoke the truth. In days of yore, Ob Raghava, 
during the battle between Devas and Asuras 
two boone were granted to me by your father 
‘on account of my having protected him from 
the wounds of shafts in that terrific fight. 
I now dlnim of the King these two ancient 
boons namely the installation of Bharata and 
your immediate departure to the forest of 
Dandaka. Now Rama, if you wish to make 
your father stick to truth and maintain aleo 
your own truth and bonour olear, then, O best 
of men, bear these words of mine. Obey the 
commands of your father and in accordance 
with his pledge tome you have to go into 
the forest for nine years and five. With all 
the materials collected by the King for yout 
lation, let Bharata be installed, Oh 
Raghava. Resigning this installation you 
shall reside in the Dandaka forest for twice 
seven yeurs with matted bair and skin- 
garments. In the city of Kosalas let Bharata 
govern this world full of different kinds of 
froasures, horses, chariots and elephants. 
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Henee only this King, filled with pity, is un- 
able even to look at you, his countenance be- 
ing atilioted with grief. Do you, O joy of the 
Raghus, act up to the words of the King and 
by thus nobly making them true, O Rama 
save the lord of men.” While thus she spoke 
these cruel words, Rama did not betray any 
grief but the noble King was yveatly pained 
at the thought of the misery of his son. 








CANTO XIX, 


ALM and unmoved on hear- 
ing the unpleassnt and 
murderous words of Kaikeyi 
Rama did not give way to 
grief but replied to her a» 
follows—"' Let it be so. T 
shall repair from bere to the 
forest to live there with 

matted locks and skinned garments in order 

to carry out the promise of the king but I 

wish to know this thing. Why does the irre- 

pressible lord of the earth, the destroyer of 
foes, not welcome me today as usual? Do 
not got angry Oh lady, I tell thee to thy face 

“that T will repair to the forest wearing barks 

and matted hair. Be thon pleased. What 

is there that is good which I would not 

‘perform with absolute confidence when 

. thereto by him who is my well- 
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wisher, guru, father and gratefus sovereign 
too. Only one pang consumes my breast, 
that his own lips have not expressed his. 
desire to instal Bharata. I would gladly 
and promptly give to Bharata of my owo 
accord my wife Sita, my realm, my wealth, 
yea even my own dear life. Such heing the: 
ease, what doubt is there when it is urged 
on by my own fatber, the lord of men and 
when it is in pursuacce of his vow and in 
pleasant satisfaction of yourself. Therefore 
do you console him. Why is it that the lord 
of earth with his eyes fixed on the ground 
atowly sheds tears? Let messengers go quick. 
on swift horses to fetch Bharata immediately 
from Bharata’s house by command of the 
King. Without questioning my father's words 
T will proceed from here to the forest of 
Dandaka for fourteen years." Hearing those 
words of Rama, Kaikeyi became pleased 
and confident in bis departure burried on 
Baghava. “Let it be so. Mesaengers sball 
proceed quickly on faat speeding horses to 
fetch Bharata from his uncle's house. I do 
not think it proper for you, Ob Rama, to linger 
when you ate ¢0 anxious. Henee it behoves 
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you to depart quickly to the forest. That 
the king does not personally speak to you is 
due to his being cast down with shame. 
There is nothing more than that, Oh best of 
men. Let his distress be dispelled. So long 
as you do not make haste and go out of this 
city to the forest, your father, Oh Rama, eball 
neither bathe nor take meais.” Sobbing bard 
with the words ‘ Alas what misery ‘the King, 
immersed in grief, fell seuseless on the couch 
that was adorned with gold. Raising up tbe 
King, Rams, goaded by Kaikeyi like a horse 
ateuck by the whip, made haste to go to the 
‘torest. Heariug those unpleasant, ignoble 
and fierce words of the wicked Kaikeyi. Rama 
witb an appeased mind spoke to ber as follows 
“Tam not eager to live in this world, Olady, 
hankering after wealth. Know ime to be 
equal to the sages, solely and firmly esta- 
blished in virtue. Therefore if it is in my 
power to do anything to pleaee my father it 
shall be certainly done by all tneans even 
by the sacrifice of my life. There ia o0 
greater virtue or one more paramount than 
servioa to one’s father or obedience to his 
words. Theugh he has not spoken to me 
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personally, I will, in accordance with your 
will, live in the lonely forest for fourteen 
years. Certain it ie, O Kaikeyi, that you do 
not consider me to possess any Kind of virtue, 
-since you have requisitioned the King for 
this—you whom J consider as more than my 
God. Exouse me till I take leave of my 
mother and comfort Sita. I will immediately 
go to the mighty forest of Dandaks. It is 
your daty, O lady, to arrange in sucb a way 
that Bharata may rule the kingdom and also 
serve his father. Such is the eternal Dharma." 
Hearing these words of Rama, his father, 
was greatly aftlicted and unable to speak on 
aecount of choking grief, he wept aloud. 
Worshipping the feet of bis father who lay 
insensible as also of her who was undeserving 
af hononr, the highly effulgent Rama went 
-out. Rama faced round his father and 
Kaikeyi with revered steps and coming ont 
of the inner apartments met his friends. 
Closely following him came Lakshmana, 
the enbancer of the joy of Sumitra, highly 
- enraged and with eyes full of tears. Reverently 
going round the vessel containing the install- 
:stion water, Rama proceeded slowly without 
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directing his aye towards it. The loss of the 
kingdom could not dim the glory that en- 
-compassed him who was the most beloved of 
all his people. The very love made him 
retain the sweet splendour just like the moon 
in the time of wane. For one who was about 
to etile himself into the forest and abandon 
the lordship of the earth no change of feeling 
was observed as though he spurned all 
the world like one emancipated: Casting 
aside the auspicious uwhrella and the well- 
adorned chouries, leaving behind him people, 
chavios and the townosmen likewise, inwardly 
bearing his grief and controlling his senses, 
‘the self-controtled Rama entered his mother’s 
mansion in order to appraise ber of the un- 
pleasant news. The gay-clad people there 
who flocked rouad Rams true aod fair cannot 
‘trace ona sign of alterad fortune upon the 
splendid hero's face. That self-controlled 
thero of mighty arms did not forsake his 
innate cheerfulness like the sutumaal moou 
which throws a splendour all its own. With 
his sweet voice, Rama spoke saluting all the 
assembled people and then the righteous and 
the illustrious Rama entered his mother's 
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mansion, Lakshmans the brave who was 
hie brother's peer in princely virtues followed 
close to bis brother inwardly controlling his 
grief. Thus weat Rama to tbe palace where 
all were gay with hope and joy. But he 
kaew woll the dire event that would mar the 
hope wad dastroy the bliss. Lest it should 
bring the self-destruction of his friends, Rama 
did not yield to his grief and exbibit any 
change of countenance. 








CANTO XX. 





a 


‘’ UT in the ajariments of 
ce the monarch’s palace when 
that tiger among men 
i: emerged out with fojded 
if bands, a mighty wail and a 
weeping lament went up 

from the mourning women. 
“Ab! he who ever freely aid 
his duty ere bis sire could bid, be who was 
our mainstay and refuge, that Rama goes thia 
gay an exile hence. Ever since his birth 
Raghava attends on us as much as he does 
on Kausalya. Even when cursed, he dose 
not get angry, carefully avoiding anything 
that excites anger. He soothes the angry 
and heals offence. He goes today an exile 
chenes. Our King is most unwiee since in 
folly be caste away Raghava who is the 
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mainstay of the whole world.” Thus in their 
woe, like kine bereaved of their young calves, 
the queens of Dagaratha assailed the King 
with keen reproach and wep aloud. Their 
loud lamentations mixed with tears smote 
with new grief the monarch who was alrendy 
aftlicted with bis son’s separation and made 
him fall on bis couch and faint there. 


Then the self-controlled Rama, highly 
sinitten with pain which his beaving heart 
could scarce restrain, groaned like an elephant: 
and went with his brother into the apart- 
ments of his mother. He beheld there an 
old and venerable man sitting at the gate 
besides many others stationed around. Oo 
beholding Rama they all sprang to their feet. 
awiftly and bailed Rama the pre-eminent of 
victor-chiefs with loud acclamations. Passing 
the first court, Rama beheld in the second 
many aged Brabmine learned in the Vedas 
and honoured by the King. Having bowed to- 
these elderly people Rama passed on and 
saw in the third Court women young and old: 
eager in guarding the doors. On beholding 
Rama those female warders became joyful 
and hastened inside to inform Rama’s mother 
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of the pleasant news. After baving spent 
the whole night in “meditation Kausalya was 
in the early morning just performing the 
puja te Vishnu desirous of the welfare of har 
son. Clad in white silk, cheerful, accustomed 
to daily fasts and ceremonies the auspicious 
Kausalya was just then offering oblations to 
the fire in accordance with the mantras 
Just then Rama evtered the splendid inner 
apartments of his mother and bebeld her 
offering oblations to the fire. The joy of the 
Raghus saw aleo collected there, for the 
purpose of worshipping the Devas, ourd, 
akshata, ghee, sweetimests, oblations, fried 
gtains, garlands, fresh butter, payasa, krisara, 
fuel and jara full of water. He saw his 
mother bright as the devas clad in white 
silk and worn with many 6 fast, engaged in 
pleasing the goddess with offerings of water. 
Bo long away she flew to meat gladly the 
darling of her soul just like s mare that 
rung back eagerly to weloome ber foal. 
Seeing ber mother approach him, the virtuous 
Raghava supported her and embraced her. 
Having embraced him and kissed him on 
the forehead Kausalya, out of her fondness 
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to her son, spoke these pleasant and salutory 
words to her son, the irrepressible Raghava. 
“May you possess the long life and fame of 
the old, virtuous and noble Rajarishis, your 
ancestors, and may you also possess virtue 
worthy of thy line. Bebold your father, 
O Raghavan, true to his promise. The 
virtuous king shall this very day instal you 
as the Yuvaraja.” Rama took the proferred 
seat and when pressed to partake of refresh- 
ments the naturally modest Raghava, bowed. 
down ous of respect to his mother, spoke 
to her with folded bands and touched with 
shame. He began to relate to her the story 
of his going to the Dandaka forest. “Ob 
lady, evidently you are not aware of the great 
eslamity that is impending on me. It ig 
sure to be the cause of much grief to your- 
welt, Vaidehi and Lakshmans. Iam going 
to the Dandaka forest. What is the use of 
this reat tome. The time bas approached 
when seate of kusa graas only are fit for me. 
J am to live in the lonely forests for fourteen 
yeara just like a hermit, giving up flesh and 
living on honey, roots and froite, The king 
confers on Bharata she dignity of Yuvaraja 
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but sends poor me away an exile to the 
Dandaka forest and I bave to live in that 
vunpeopled wood for six years ‘and sight, 
following the footsteps of the foresters and 
ssubsisting hy fruits and roots.” Like the 
Sala wood cut asunder by the axe in the 
forest, like » goddess falien from the heavens, 
.the queen dropped down suddenly (on bearing 
the words of Rama). Seeing bis mother who 
was quite undeserving of grief fallen down 
like a plantain tree quite insensible, Rama 
Nifted her up. With his hands Rama 
smoothed her body which war covered with 
dust on account of her having rolled on the 
ground in her distress like a mare when 
weighted with burden. Seeing Raghava seated 
by her side, the highly distressed Kausalya 
who was deserving of happiness, spoke thus 
‘to the tiger among men in the hearing of 
Lakshmana. “Oh dear son, Raghava, If 
‘you bad never been born, it would have 
brought me grief, but in my childless state, 
I would not have experienced so much grief 
a8 [ do now. To the childless wife there 
-clings only one mental grief namely, the 
grief that ‘I am childless.’ No scoond 
R. i, 9 
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misery prompts this misery O child. When 
Jeng I sought, alas, in vain, to gain my 
husband's love and bliss, 1 set all my hopes 
on my son O Rama, and dreamed I might 
be happy yet. Being the first and best of 
all the queens I shal] bave to hear severat 
uoplensant and heart-rending words from my 
o-wives who are all inferior and younger 
than myself. What greater misery can he- 
fall a woman than this—my endless grief and 
Jamentation. Even while you are near I am 
thus scorned and rejected. What need I 
say, O ohild, when you are exiled. Oertainly 
it is my death. Always disregarded by my 
busband I have been greatly insulted. —I am 
treated as equal or even inferior to the 
followers of Kaikeyi. Whosver now serves 
me or even follows me, even they will not 
spenk to me when thay find the son of 
Kaikeyi installed. Kaikeyi is always of 
fretful temper and how shell I, reduced to 
misery, be able to behold her face when she 
‘utters barsh words, For ten years and seven 
ginea you were born, I sat and watched 
forlorn hoping to reach some day the end of 
my grief: But now comes this endless and 
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undiminishing misery which I cannot hear 
long. Though much worn out Ob Raghava, 
T cannot endure the insulis of my co-wives 
without being cheered by the sight of your 
face which is bright as the full moon. How 
shal] I pass in dark distress my long lone 
days of wretchedness. With fasts and vows 
and all kinds of difficulties you were brought 
up by my unfortunate self with great care. 
All these efforts have now become useless by 
this sad plight of yours. Hard, hard, I 
wean, must be this heart to bear this blow 
without bursting apart, just like some great 
river bank when, during the rainy season 
it comes in contact with the freshes, Certain 
it is that there is no death for me, nor do the 
balls of Yams vouchsafe room for me; other- 
wise why does not Death take me away at 
‘once like the lion dragging the weeping deer. 
Certain it is that my heart is hard being 
wrought of steel, since it neither breaks nor ie 
say body shattered to pieces on the ground, 
ab a result of this grief. Surely there is no 
death for me before my time. But 
this alone grieves ine very much that 
all my {fasts and gifta and restraints and 
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penances performed on bebalf of my aon 
have hacome fruitless, just like the seeds 
sown on a barren soil. If it is possible for 
one distressed with terrible grief to obtain at 
his will death before his time, I would, bereft 
of you, have gone this very day to the abode 
of the dead !ike a cow bereft of its offspring. 
What for do I live here uselessty without 
you, Ob you with countenance bright as the 
moon! I shall follow you to the forest like 
an extremely feeble cow following ite calf 
out of affection.” Beholding Raghava and 
hearing of the terrible calamity that had 
overtaken him, Kausalya, sore aflicted with 
distress and uncontrollable gciof, then cried 
much just like a kinnari at the sight of the 
captivity of its young one. 








CANTO XXI. 


AKSHMANA, the dis- 
tressed, spoke these timely 
words to the mother of 
Rama, Kausalya, who 
was thus weeping :—" Oh 
honoured Jady, It does 
not please me either, that, 
in obedience to the words 

of a woman, Rama should quit his royal 

state and betake himself to the foreat. The 

King ia changed, aged and is eddieted to 

worldly enjoyments, What will not such » 
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king say when goaded under the influence 
of love. I donot find any such faulé or ein 
io Rama that he should be baniabed from the 
kingdom as an exile to the forest. I do not 
find a single individual in the whole of this 
world, who, whether he be an outcaste or a 
bitter foe, would talk ill of him even 
behind his back. Observing what law of 
righteousness does the monarch renounce 
such a son who is godlike, straightforward, 
well-diseiplined and beloved of even the 
cvemies? Remembering the conduct of the 
King, which son will take to heart the words 
of the King uttered in his second childbood, 
Come, Ratna, eve anything of this plot be 
known to the people, stand by me and secure 
the governinent of the Kingdom to yourself. 
Who is there able to do anything, Ob 
Raghava, when like Yama bimeelf, I stand by 
your side, bow in hand, protecting you? Ii 
there is any undesirable element here, } shall, 
Ob bull ainong men, lay the whole 6f Ayodhya 
desolate with my sbarp arrows. I shal} 
destroy all who stand by Bharata or wish 
bim well, for, gentle patience earns contempt. 
If encouraged by Kaikeyi, the wicked King, 
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our father, turas out to be our fos, he shall 
be bound without meroy and slain uahesita- 
tingly. Even a guro is fit to be chastised 
when, puffed with pride and without dis- 
cerning right and wrong, he begins to stray 
in forbidden paths. Tell me, Ob best of men, 
by what law of foree or of reason does he 
-purpose to confer on Kaikeyi this Empire 
which justly devolves on you. H»ving made 
us his worst enemies, what power has he, Oh 
destroyer of foes, to grant tbe kingdom to 
Bharata? Oh lady, In truth Iam deeply 
attached at heart to my brother. By truth 
and my bow, by gifts and my prayers, I 
swear that if Rama enters the blazing fire or 
the forest, know me to enter there first and 
foremost. I shall surely dispel this fierce 
grief of yourself just like the rising Sun 
dispels darkness. May the lady as well ag 
‘Raghava behold my prowess. J] will kill wy 
aged father, the vassal of Kaikeyi’s will, old, 
yet a child, the woman's thrall, infirm and 
base, the sora of all." Hearing these words 
of the noble Leksbmana, Kausalya, crying ous 
-of grief, spoke thus to Reme:~- You have 
mow heard the words of your brother 
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Lakehmans. If it pleases you, Ob eon, do- 
the thing bis words advise. Following the- 
wicked words of my rival wife, it does not 
behove you to betake yourself to the forest 
leaving me here grief-stricken. If you wish 
to stay in Dharma, Ob knower of Dharma, if 
you desire to follow in the footeteps of 
rightecusness, then stay bere and serve me 
and thus follow the path of highest virtue. 
Kasyapa stayed as a rule in his house serving 
his mother and coupled with this highest 
penance he attained heaven, I am as 
mouch entitled to your veneration and regard. 
as the King is. I do not give you permission 
and so you are not to go to the forest from 
here. Separated from you I have no use 
either for my life or for its pleasures. Far 
more desirable is even the eating of grass. 
if you are by my side. If you go to the 
forest leaving me here grief-stricken, I shalt 
fast bere and shall not be able to sustain 
my life. The consequence will be you will 
attain O son, the world-detested bell just like 
the ocean, the lord of rivers, which sufferred for 
unrighteousness as in Brahminicide.” While 
his mother, the poor Kanealya was bewailing: 
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thus, the virtuous Rama uttered these words 
of righteousness, “I have no power to 
transgress my father’s words. 1 entreat you 
with bent head O lady. I wish to-go to the 
forest. The learned Rishi Kandu who knew 
Dharma and was steadfast in virtue killed a 
cow in days of yore in obedience to his 
father's commands. Even among our ances- 
tore, in accordance with the commands of 
their father Sagara, the Sagaras dug the 
earth and thereby courted terrible destruction. . 
Further, Rama the son of Jamadagni, in 
obedience to his father's words cut asunder 
fn the forest his own mother Renuka with 
his axe. Thus O lady, these and several 
others who are equal to celestials have kept 
up the words of their fathers and have made 
them true. Similarly I chall also do what is 
deat to the father. Do not think that in 
following the cornmande of my father IJ am 
stone; these people O lady, whom I have 
mentioned already have acted likewise. I 
am not introducing any pew Dharma whieh 
is against your wishes. I am merely 
journeying on the road chalked out and 
traversed by the Great of yore. Surety abil 
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I perform that which is worthy of being 
performed in this world and nothing else. 
None indeed who obeys his father’s com- 
mands comes to grief or degradation.” 
Having thus spoken to bis mother, the best 
of speakers and the most excellent of all 
bowmen spoke again these words to 
Lakshmana—" I know, Oh aksbmana, what 
love for me you have, what firm devotion 
unsurpassed. Your valour and your worth 
I know, as also the glory that appals the foe, 
Unequalled is the mighty grief of my mother, 
Ob you of auspicious marks, since she is nob 
aware of the significance of truth and 
patience. Dharma is indeed supreme in the 
world and truth is firmly established im 
Dharma These noble words of my father 
are in accordance with dharma. Having 
heard the commands of his father, mother 
or brahmin, he who abides by dharma 
should never make them vain, Oh hero, 
Hence I am unable to transgress the injune- 
tions of my father. Kaikeyi it was who 
urged me, but it was, Ob hero, in accordance 
with the words of my father. Do you 
therefore cast aside these unboly thoughts 
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which smack of war and warriors pride. 
Abide by dharma and not fierceness. Let 
my advice be followed.” Having spoken 
thus out of affection to his hrother Laksh- 
mana, Rama spoke again to Kausalya with 
bent bend and folded hands. “Pray permit 
me O lady, to go from here to the forest. 
IT swear by my life, pray, offer me your 
blessings. When the promised years are over 
1 shall again retura to the town from the 
forest just like the royal saint Yayati of old 
who having once left it, again returned to the 
heavens. Set your grief be controlled O 
mother, let not your heart be wrung in pain. 
Tehall surely return here from the forest 
after ainaking good my father’s words. 
Yourself, myself, Vaidehi, Laksbmana and 
Sumitra atl of us are bound to obey the 
commands of father. This is the eternal 
Dhatma. Therefore O mother, desist from 
these preparations (for the installation), 
control the grief in your heart and follow my 
virtuous decision to dwell in the foreat.” 
Hearing thess calm and unmoved words of 
‘high wisdom and virtue, Rama’s mother, 
the queen Kausalys, regained her senses 25 
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from the Gead, Jooked on ber son Rams and 
replied thus— Both by right and love [ am 
© son, ag much your eldar as your{nther. I 
do not give you permission. {t does not 
behove you to go to the forest leaving me 
here thus pining with terrible grief. What 
use ig life to me here without you? Of what 
avail my relations or my offerings or the 
immortal nectar? More dear, my son, one 
hour with thee than all the world where thou 
art not.” Hearing these piteous wailings of 
his mother, Rama again blazed forth just like 
s mighty elephant that enters the open 
forest driven thereto by the blazing torches 
of the hunters. Steadfast in dbarma he- 
spoke these virtuous words, re be alone was 
fit to speak them on that occasion, to bis 
mother who was lying half insensible and to 
the son of Sumitra who was consumed with 
heartfelt pain. “I always knew O Lakeh- 
mava your steadfast devotion to me and your 
valour. Witbout knowing well my mind, you 
sow pain me much in company with my 
mother. Ob child, dbarms, artha and kama 
are indeed highly esteemed in thie world a5 
the three objects of life and they are- 
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manifested, Iam sure, af the appearance of 
“the fruits of dharma just like a wife dear and 
-obedient, having a son. Where all the three 
-ate not found in combination we must 
-oommence that from which prosecda dharma. 
He who is bent on artha (wealth) is indeed 
spurned by the world nor is he admived who 
is intent on kama (pleasures). Who is there 
by nature vot wicked who shall not, perceiving 
the path of righteousness, obey the bebests 
of his guru, king, father and elder, be they the 
Outcome of anger or joy or passion? Hence 
itis Tam unable to bresk this vow of my 
father. He is indeed Ob child, our gura who 
can command us both. He is slso the 
husband of the queen and her refuge and her 
ideal of righteousness. When he the righte- 
ous king is still living, especially when be 
is still following the path of his duty, how 
can the queen, like some poor insignificant 
widow, go forth from here with me. Do you 
‘permit me therefore, Ob queen, to go to the 
forest. Pray perform the henedictory cere- 
monies so that on completion of the peried I 
shall again returo juet like the truthful 
Yayati of old. I do not wish to thrust bebind 
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glorified renown for the sake of mere kingdom. 
In this life of short duration Oh queen, I do 
not wish for this nether earth by unrighteous 
means.” That bull among men thus soothed 
bis mother and eager to go to the Dandaka 
forest, instructed well his younger brother in 
the mysteries of dharma and mentally went 
round bis mother. 








CANTO XXIT, 





RVING his equani- 
mity of mind with forti- 
tude, the self-controlled 
Rama then approached 
his affectionate brother and 
friend, the son of Sumitra 
who was distressed with 
grisf and considerably 
agitated, indignant and panting like s snake, 
and whose glating eyes burned with fury and 
spoke to him thus—" Subduing your anger 
and grief, have recourse solely to the laws of 
virtue. Brook this insult and resort to joy. 
Whatever has been commenced here in 
futherance of my installation to-day please 
abandon all of them and do quickly the things 
that have to be done and that would be 
useful now. Oh Lakebmana whatever oolle- 
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-etion of meterials and other preparations 
have been made for the purpose of my inatal- 
lation let all those ba turned towards sending 
me away from the installation. She whose 
mind grieves on account of my installation, 
let that mother be appeased. You had better 
act in such @ way that she may be pacified. 
T eould not endure to neglect even for one 
hour Oh Laksbmava, this grief that bas 
arisen in her mind out of anxiety. Ido not 
remember to have ever done either wittingly 
or unwittingly, any act, bowever slight, which 
is distasteful to my fatber or mothers, Trath- 
ful, revelling in truth, and ever having trath 
aa his valour, my father is afraid of the next 
world. Let him dismiss such fears. If 
these preparations be not now stopped, my 
father will be pained at heart thinking that 
truth is not kept up and bis pain will pain 
me also, Therefore it is Oh Lakshmana, 
that I wish to stop all these preparationa for 
the installation and to repair immediately 
to the forest from here. By my exile today 
Ob prince, Keikeyi will hecome gratified and 
will then commence the installation of her 
‘son Bharata. When I put on the bark and 
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skin garments and repair to the forest 
wearing looks of matted hair, Kaikeyi will 
attain ease of mind, It does not behove 
-me to offend Him who has inspired this 
thought in Kaikeyi and has kept ber mind 
firro in it. Therefore I sball go into exila 
without delay. Fate's hand is clearly seen 
Ob Lakshmana, in my being thus sent away 
and Fate nlone is responsible for the rransfer 
of the kingdom to other hands as also for its 
return. How could Kaikeyi’s purpose bring 
on me this pain and suffering were not her, 
-change of heart deoreed by divine Fate. You 
know well, Oh lovely Laksbmana, that I knew. 
no difference among my mothers and likewise 
Kaikeyi also did not ere this show ony 
partiality towards me or her son. Hence 
these cruel and shameful words of hers 
intended to atop the installation and send me- 
into exile, I could not reconcile except by the 
intervention of Fate Otherwise how could - 
she, & princess, en Jowed vaturally with riches 
and with such noble qualities spaak in her 
lord's presence such distressing worda to me 
like an ordinary woman. But Fate, which 
none may comprehend acd which no creature— 
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sould avert, has shown its power over her and- 
me end bas upset all arrangements. Whet 
man, Ob son of Suites, dares to contend. 
with Fate's resistless sway whose all-com- 
manding cower our former deeds alone ca. 
bind. Ovr life and death, our joy and pair, 
anger aud fear and less and gain each thing 
that is, in avery state, all is the work surely 
of Fate Even saints ingpired with rigid 
penance, when once they feel the stroke of 
Fate, do no more engage in stervest vows, 
but fall enslaved by love and rage. So now 
the sudden stroke which has put a stop to 
tte completion of the work undertaken and 
to the origination of an entirely unthought of 
event in its stead ia surely the actior of 
Fate. Weigh this true counsel in thy soul 
and with Grminess control thy heart. Thea 
there will be no grief even at the stoppage of 
my installetion. Assuaging thus your grief 
and following my words you had better 
desist quickly from the .preparatione for the - 
installatior With all these vary jars filled. 
with water collected here for the inatellation 
Ob Iakshmans, shall be performed the 
bath preparatory to my taking the hermit’s 









20~30] ...AYODBYAKANDA. ,. uy 


vow, or else what need bave I for 

royal materials? Water drawa with my 
own bands shali do for the vow I take 
nor do you, Oh Lakshmanus, grieve for 
the turn of the tide of fortune. Between 
the kingdou: and the exile to the foreat, 
the exile to the forest is more glorious. 
Do not, Ob Lakshmana, blame our youngsr 
mother ia tho antter of the stoppage of 
installation. She talks aupleasantly ; 
ahe is urged thereto by Fate and Fate, -you 
know, ig all-powerful.” 
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CANTO XXIH. 


AKSHMANA, when he was 
thns addressed by Bama, 
drooped his bead and on 
hearing the whols dis- 
course attained w state of 
mind which was as it 
were midway between 
grief and yoy. That boll 

among men, then contracted bis eyebrows in 

a frown of anger and like a mighty serpent 

in his hole, he breathed fierce and fast in 

great wrath. His eyes glanced around so 
fiercely that none could brook his glare aod 
this, coupled with the threatening brows so 
darkly frowned, made hie face resemble that 
of an infuriated lion. Like the trank of an 
elephant he often raised and shook his hand 
aloft; now turned his neck to left and right, 
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now bent, now raised ite stately height. 
With an awry sidelong glance he eyed his 
brother and replied to him thus—“ Thy rash 
resolve, thy eager haste, and thy mighty fear 
ate all misplaced There is no occasion 
‘here for transgression of dbarma. no cause to 
@read the people's blame. Can one so brave 
as youreelf consent to use a cownrd’e argu- 
ment? Can the glory of warrior race 
debase himself with such craven epeech? 
Can one like thee exalt Fate which is admit: 
tedly ‘powerless and weak? How ean you, 
undoubting still, restrain your suspicions of. 
that sioful couple namely Dasaratha and 
Kaikeyi? Can you fail to know, Oh most 
utious one, that their hearts are set on duty’s. 
show? With a desire to renounce thee by 
fraud they eimulate virtuous corduct which 
is nothing but selfiehneas. Hatt they not 
already agreed long ago, Oh Rama, on this 
treacherous deed, thas premised boon which 
is vow trotted out would bave been granted 
long ago. Iau: unable to endure, Oh bero, 
the inatallation of any one else except yourself 
which is likewise hateful to all the people. 
Pray pardon me for this. Equally do I 
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loathe, Ob high-souled ove, that so-called 
dbarms vebich ba: confused you with ite 
glamour and has brought your mind to this 
etate of, duality. How can you, able and 
powerful as you are, obey, under the pretext of 
Karma, the most shominable end uprighteous 
words of the father who is entirely under the 
control of Kaikeyi. But if thou wilt stil) 
shut thine eyes and see vot the guile that lies 
herein, terrible is the grief tbut rises in we 
and virtue scams t be a thing to he scorned. 
How can you even think of fulSlling the desires 
of that pair ever bent on passion who under 
the guiae of being our parents are our enemies, 
always doing mischief to xz. If you still 
believe that this plot of theirs is the work 
of Fate even then you should disregard it. 
To vot like it at all. It is only the weak 
alid the powerless who follow the patb of 
Fate but the mighty hero:s whose prowess 
ib'beld in high regard disdain to bow their 
Wends to Fate. He who dares to control hia 
Fata with vigorous act and manly sont dose 
not tose heart though threatening Fate aspaile 
bis hope. This day mankind hall learn 
a id the power of Fete cnd buman might. 
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The gulf that jiex between man and Fate 
shall be clearly sean ‘0-day. Peoplé shall 
witness to-day Fate subdued by my might, 
By my might I will thwart thie-Fate whose 
stroke has this day deprived you of being 
installed in the kingdom and which re- 
serobles a mad and furious elephant that has 
“gone out of the control of the driver's goad. 
Not all she guardians of the world, not 
‘even all the three worlds togeth could stop 
the installation o! Rama to-day. What need 
he said of father. Those who have decided 
Jn secret on your oxile to the forest, Ob King, 
:shall themselves be banished likewise to the 
-forest for fourtesn years. 1} shal) today 
destroy and tear to pieces the bopes enter: 
tained hy fathe: and Kaikeyi namely the 
-obtaining of the kingdo:n for theix 320 by bis- 
dering your insta‘! . Those who are 
opposed to my might could not withstand it 
.on the strength of the might of Fate. My 
ifieree strength will certainly be to heir grief. 
After protecting the subjects for a thousand 
yebvs, when you repair to the forest, your 
one shall sucoaed to the kingdam..: Dwell- 
ing'ju the foreat,. following tbe .nath of 
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royal saints is ordained of old to euch Kiogs. 
as entruet the kingdom to the care of their 
eons that they may protect it like their sires. 
If owing to the distraction of the King you 
fear confusion in the kingdom and conse- 
quently, Ob virtuous Rama, you do not mish 
to take up the burden of the kingdom on 
yourself, [ swear to you, Oh hero—otherwise- 
I shall not attain the vegion of heroca—I 
awear to you to guard your kingdom like the 
shores that guard the sea. You bad better 
engege yourself in getting yourself installed 
with all wuspiciousness. Single-handed I ata 
sufficiently strong to overcome al! these lords 
of the earth. Both these bands of ming are 
not possessed by me for beauty’s sake nor is 
the bow an ornament. The sword is not 
intended to be kept bound up nor ere the: 
arrows mere props. All these four belong to- 
me for the purpose of suppreseing enemies. 
Small is the Jove T show for him whom 
T count to be my foe. With the sharp-edged 
saword fashed out witb lightning lustre, I 
heed not for my enemies even though they 
wield the thunderbolt. With the tremendous 
sweep and olesh of my sword the feld of 


96-40] AYODHYAKANDA 183 


battle ehail be covered thick and made im- 
paseable with the severed trunke of the 
elephants, tbighs of the horses and heads of 
infantry. Struck by my keen sword's 
trenchaut blade the enemies shall fall down 
beheaded like blazing mountains rent in 
twain or lightning clouds that burst in rain, 
When, armed with brace and glove, I stand 
aut take my bow in bend, who then shall 
vaunt his might or who dares to count himself 
aman to meet me there? Then will I lose 
my shafts and strike man, elephact and 
steed alike iu their vital parts At one 
miaoy av arrow shall tly and many a foe with 
ove shall dic. This day, the world shalt 
wituess my skill in arms:—My strength 
aball abase the monarch aud set thee, Oh 
lord, in the lordliest place. This day these 
worthy hands which breathe the sandal's 
soent, which are ornamented with golden 
“bracelets, which bestow precious gifts and 
guard the friends, these hauds, Ob Rema 
shall perform a noble deed this day, namely 
the discomfiture of those who create obstacles 
to your installation. Speak brother, tell me 
now which of your enemies shall be cut off 
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by me: from life, fame aad friends. Say how 
aipy all this sea-girt land be brought to own 
thy sway. Thy faithful servant here I stand 
fo listen and obey.” Then that pride of 
Raghu’s race consoled Lakshniana repeatedly, 
wiping at the same ‘ime the tears that 
rolled down his cheek, ao7 said—"Know me ae 
firm in my resolve 20 alude by my fatber's 
words. That, Ob gontle one, is the true and 
virtuous path,” 





CANTO XXIV. 


HEN Kausalya saw that 
Rama was resolved to 
obey bis father's decree 
she spoke thus to her 
virtuous son though 
interrupted by sobs 
and tears—"Can he, 9 
stranger yet to pain, 

whose pleasant words charm all hearts, bor 

of me and King Dasaratha, live on the grain 
which his hands may glean? Can be whose 
slaves and menisls eat the finest cooked 
food, live in the forest eating roots and 
frnits? Who shal! balfevs or who shall not 

tremble when be beara that Ragheva, 80 

noble and held so dear, is expelled by the 

King, his father? Certainly Fate is all- 

powerful in thie world; it orders all ae it ‘may 
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list. It is only through ite influence, Oh 
charming Rama, that you now go to the forest 
This terrible and incomparable fire of grief 
that bas sprung within me sball, fanned 
with the storm of your absence, kindled by 
my sorrowful lamentations, fed with the 
offerings of my weeping eyes, surrounded 
with the great emoke of anxiety caused 
inwardly by not seeing you, thie great 
Gre of grief, which is the source of bard 
groans and sighs, shall, Oh son, greatly reduce 
me and when I stay here bereft of you eball 
surely burn me just like the summer éun 
buroing the grass after the close of the 
winter. How could the cow stay bebind 
without following its calf when it goes out? 
Similarly I shall follow you, Ob son, wherever 
you go.” Hearing these words of his 
mother, the bull among men, Rama, replied 
thua to his greatly afflicted mother. “The 
King has been duped by Kaikeyi and when 
T go to the forest, if you also abandon him, 
he shall surely not live. The abandonment 
ot one’s husband is the oruellest sin a 
woman oan commit. Therefore you must 
not even in thought commit such a dire sin. 
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So long as my father, the lord of the earth aud 
the descendant of Kakutatha, lives, you 
ought to be serving him. That is the 
law of eternal Dharma.” Thus addressed by 
Rama the fair-looking Kausalya became satie- 
fied and told Rama, the remover of her woes, 
"go de it.” When thus replied to, Rama the 
foremost among virtuous men again addresaed 
these words to his mothor who was deeply 
distressed. “It is bat propar that hoth your- 
velf aud myself ehould obey father’s words. 
King, Lord, Guro and best of men he is, af 
also the lord and master of all, I will spend 
my days in the forest till nine and five years 
bave passed and ther with great joy I will 
come again and remain faithful to your 
words.” Thus addressed, the queen Kausalya, 
‘anable to bear her grief and with eyes fall of 
tears, told her beloved son Rama “ Ob Rama 
T shall not be able to live in the midst of 
‘these rival wives’; so lead me also, Ob 
descendant of Kakutstha, to the forest like 
1 woodland roe, if you are resolved to go into 
exile in accordance with the wishes of your 
father.” Repressing his tears Rams replied 
thus to hia weeping, mother. “ During life 
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the husband is the god and lord of a woman ; 
hence both for you and me, Oh lady, the king 
ie now the supereme master. When the 
ford of the whole world, the wise king lives 
we should not consider ourselves as helpless. 
Bharata also is noble and virtuous, captivating 
the hearts of all creatures with his words 
and ever bent on virtue, be will surely attend 
wpon yor. When f am gone to the forest 
you must with great carc behuve in such a 
way that the king may not feel pain st the 
separation from bis sov. This grief is too 
fierce. You must sce that it does not 
consume him. With all attention alwaya do 
what is good and pleasing to the aged king. 
A woman always engaged in fasts and vows, 
though she may be highly excellent in every 
way, if she does not attend on her husband 
shall surely reach the world of sinners. The 
woman who serves her husban‘ well, surely 
obtains the highest ¢varga. She need not 
worship any gods, she may turn away from 
worshipping the deities, still bent on doing 
‘what is good and pleasant to bim she should 
always attend on her husband. This is ‘the 
eternal law of Dharma’ objerved “by our 
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ancients and ordainec in the Srutie and: 
Smritis. Eagerly awaiting my ratury, white 
away your time, Oh Jady. with offering obla 
tions in the fire and worshipping the gods 
for my welfare with Icvely flowers and with 
honouring the virtuous Brabmins. Abstemi- 
ous and bumble, devoted: to the service 
of your husband, you shall obtain supremo 
bliss when I return if the best of virtvous 
men shall hold to his life till then.” Thus 
addressed Ly Rama, Kausalya, grieved at the 
separation from ber sci; and with her eyes 
dimmed with tears, epoke thus to Rama. 
“Oh son, Iam not able to alter your firm 
determination to depart from hence. 
Certainly Fate is irresistible. Go, dear 
obild, firm: as you are and may all bliea 
attend you. When you return again all my 
troubles will disappear. .You will return 
with your duty done, your vows discharged 
aud with high glory won. You will be free 
from filial debt. Then will I obtain sweat- 
est joy. Fate's course, Oh son, is always 
incomprehensible in this world. Since, Ob 
Raghava, is gogds you on heediess of my 
words, go forth, Oh powerful hero, and come 
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back gaie. You shall then please me, Ob 
ghikt, with your soothing sweet tones. 1} 
wich that the time of return from the forest 
ig near so that, Qh child, I may gladly see 
you with matted hair and hermit dreee 
returning from the forest.” Tbus did the 
queen Kausalys look with a pleased heart on 
Rams who was bent on dwelling in the 
foreat, apoke to him worde fraught with 
happy omens and became eager to perform 
the benedictory ceremonies invoking all 
blessings on him. 








CANTO XXV. 





PASTING aside her grief and 
purifying herself vith water, 
the respected mether of 
Rama commenced to per- 
form the benedictory cere- 
moniaa “Since you are nob 
to be dissuaded, Ob best of 
Ragbus, repair now to the 
forest und return with speed. Follow alwaye 
the path trod hy the great and the good, 
"That Dbarma which you largely uphold 
with firmness and religiousness, may that 
self-aame Dharma protect you, Ob tiger 
among the Raghus. Those deities whom 
you worship in the seples and holy shades, 
may the same deities protect you in com- 
pany witp the great sages. Those weapons 
which were given to you by the wise Visva- 
moitra, may they guard your noble self gifted 
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with good qualities. May you live long, Oh. 
son, your sure Gefence shall be your truthful: 
innocence and that obedience, whieb naught 
can tire, to your mother and likewise to your 
father. May the holy fuel, the sacrificial 
gravs the sanctified altars, and the sacrificial 
shed, the different kinds of sacred grounds, 
rocks, trees, shrubs, and lakes, birds and rep- 
tiler and lions, may all these protect you, Ob 
beet of men. May the Sadhyas, Vievedevas, 
Maruts and the great sages be propitious. 
May the Creator and the sustainer of the 
universe be propitious. Likewise may 
Poosha, Bhaga, Aryama and all the guardians 
of tbe quarters namely Indra and others, 
be propitious. The seasons, the fort- 
nights, the months, years, nights and 
days. yea even the hours, may all these 
always do you good. May your memory, 
fortitude and dharma protect you on ail sides, 
Ob son. May the illustrious ged Skandsa in 
company with Uma and Brihaspati, may 
the seven Rishis and Narada protect you on. 
all sides. Further, all those Siddhas and the 
quarters with their guardians who have 
been worshipped and praised by me, let 
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all of them, Ob son, protest you in the forest. 
All the mountains and oceans, King Varuna 
himeelf, the sky and the ether, earth and 
all the rivers likewise, the hosts of slats and 
the planets with their deities, the day and 
night as also the twilights, may ali these 
protect you during your residence in tha 
forest, The six seasous, the holy months as 
also the years, minutes and seconds, may all 
these bring you bappiness while you roam in 
the gront forest wesring the garb of an 
ascetic. Muy the Adityas and Daityas also 
always give you happiness. Ob son, let 
there be no fear for you, from Rakshasas and 
Pisaobas of cruel and fierce deeds, aa also 
from beasts of prey. May the apes, scorpions, 
flies and guats, creeping reptiles and worma, 
may none of these do you any harm in the 
forest. Mighty elephants, lions, tigers, beara 
and boars and wild borned buffaloes, may 
these not injure you Ob child. Whatever 
other creatures there may exist who are 
savage and feed on human flesh, may they 
not trouble you, Oh child, being worshipped 
by me from here. Blessed be thy ways. 
May sweet success bless the valour of my 
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Ascling. To all that Fortune can bestow go 
forth my child my Rama, go. May all the 
lords of the air as also all the gods who may 
be opposed to you, may all of them do you 
good again and again. May Indra, the Moon 
and the Sun, Kubera and Yama likewise, 
won by my earnest prayers, protect you, 
Ob Rama, when you live in the Dandaka 
forest. May Agni and Vayu as also the 
Smoke and the Mantras that fell from the lips 
of the saves—May all these protect you, 
Oh joy of the Raghus, while you bsthe. 
May Brabwa, the creator of all the worlds, 
the sustainer of all the creatures as also tha 
great sages and all the remaining gods protect 
you while staying in the forest.” Having 
thus worshipped and praised in a belitting 
manner all the gods with sandal and garlands 
the glorious Kausalya of beautiful expansive 
eyes procured a fire with tbe help of S 
virtuous Brahmin and offered oblations 
therein in accordance with the injunctions, for 
the purpose of securing the bappiness of 
Rama. That best of dames Kausalya col- 
lected there with great care ghee, white 
garlands and white mustard. Then tha 
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priest duly offered the oblations for the 
peace and health of Rama and with the 
remnants of the offered oblations performed 
the outward Bali offerings. The priest then 
gave the Brahmins, honey, curds, akshatag 
and ghee and made them repeat the bene- 
dictory prayers and thus bless Rama who 
was going to the forest. Then the itlustri- 
ous mother of Rama gave that best of 
Brabmins an enviable lordly fee and addressed 
Raghava thus “may such blessings crown 
you, as were showered on the thousand-eyed 
Indra when he howed to the Devas on the 
destruction of Vritra. May such blessings 
crown you as Vinata ounce gave to that 
king of birds Suparna when he longed for 
the nectar. May the blessing showered by 
Aditi on the wielder of the thunderbolt, at 
the slaughter of the aeuras when the uectar 
‘was produced, may that blessing be on you. 
May the blessing which attended on Vishnu 
of unequalled glory when be began bis three 
steps, may tbat blessing be on you, Oh 
Rama. May the seasons, the oceans, the 
islands, the Vedas, the worlds, and the 
quarters, may all these auspicious ones bleas 
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you, Oh mighty armed hero.” Thus did the 
beautifal lady place the remnants on the 
head of her son and sprinkling Rema with 
aweet scents Kaucalya of lovely eyes set on 
the heroe’s arm as talismanic amulet the 
suspicions creeper of proved officacy known 
as Visalyakarani and also murmered low the 
holy mantras. She spoke as though pleased 
being in reality wrung with pangs of grief. 
She bent and kissed his forebesd and 
embracing him the glorious Kausalya said 
“Go Rama, firm in thy purpose, go 48 you 
please and alter the fulfilment of your object 
return to Ayodhya safe aud well. I shall 
then, see you happy,Oh child, well-established 
in royal duties. With all my grief driven 
oat and my face lighted up with joy I shall 
seg you returning from the forest just like 
the rise of the futl moon, I shall sea my 
darling seated on the auspicious throne on 
his return from the forest. After having 
faithfully obeyed the father's commands I 
shall be happy to see you return from the forest 
with all choicest blessings. May you fill 
with reptures new my hosom, as aleo that of 
your consort. The hosts of Davas, Siva and 
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othere, the great sages, the bhutas, the great 
asuras and Uragas have all been worshipped 
by me. May all these as well as the quatrera 
encompass your welfare, Oh Rama, now that 
you have started for a long residence in the 
forest.” Thus with eyes full of tears did 
Kausalya finish the benedictory ceremonies 
in due form. She then went round Raghava 
and again and again pregsed hii’ hard to 
her bosom. Similarly Rama went round the 
queen, his mother, and again aud again howed 
at her feet. Thence the highly illuatrious 
Raghava, radiant with his own glory, pro- 
ceeded towards the mansion of Sita. 
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GANTO XXVI. 





{ADDING adieu to Kausalya, 
Rama, steadfast in bis vir- 
tuous resolve started to the 
forest on completion of the 
henedictory ceremonies by 
his mother. As through the 
crowded royal street be 
passed, the royal prince cast 

a radiance on the way and by bia fair quali- 

ties he moved as it were the hearts of the 

people. 

The poor Vaidehi did not bear any of 
these things and so her beart was solely 
occupied with the thought of the installation 
of Rama as Yuvaraja. With grateful heart 
and joyful thought she performed the wor- 
ship of the gods and being well learned in 
royal duties she was expecting the arrival of 





1—12] AYODHYAKANDA. 169 


the royal prince. As he entered his well- 
decorated marsion full of joyful crowds, 
Rama bent his head a little with shame. 
Then Bita rose up from her seat and her 
whole frame trembled at the sight of ber 
lord, grief-etricken and with senses disquieted 
with care. On seeing her the virtuous- 
souled Rama was not able to control his 
inward mental grief and consequently it 
exhibited itself outwardly. Noting his pale 
face and perspiring body and bis asitered 
cheer she became consumed with grief and 
said “ What is this now Ob lord. What has 
caused this change of temperaments in you? 
Sage Brahming declare this day as one in 
which Bribaspati looks down benign and 
the Moon rests ia Pushya’s sigu. Why do 
you grieve, Oh Raghava? Why does no 
umbrella white as water's foam epread wide 
its hundved ribs and cover with splendour 
thy fair head below? Why is not your lovely 
face with its lotus-like eyes fanned with 
royal obowries bright as the moon and white 
as the geese? I do not find here, Ob bull 
among wen, eloquent bards, heralds and 
panegyrists, joyfully bailing you with aus- 
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pioious praises, Why do no Brabming 
versed in the Vedas, pour curds and honey on 
thy bead already anointed witb due rights. 
I do not find your subjects, townsmep, 
country-folk as well and all the Chiefs of 
every guild, weil dressed and adorned, eagerly 
desiring to follow you, Why does not the 
royal chariot decked with golden trinkote and 
yoked with four fast speeding horses not 
proceed in front oi you? No elephant marked 
with all auspicious signs is seen, Ob hero, 
preceding the crowd like 2 huge hill or 
thundercloud, nor do I behold, Oh lovely 
prince, your servants running before you 
with a pretty looking royai seat embroidered 
with gold and adored by warviors. If every- 
thing he ready for the iustatlation why this 
mournful plight just at present? ‘“Vhy do 
fee this sudden change, this altered mien so 
ead and pate?” While Sita bewailed thus, 
the joy of the Raghus replied “Ob Sita my 
honoured father commands we to go an exile 
to the forest. Ob bigh-born lady, Ob knower 
of virtue, Ob follower of Dharma, bear, Ob 
Janaki, the story of how this happened to 
me. My father ihe King Dasaratha, who 
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firmly sticks to truth, gave long ago two 
boons to my mother Kaikeyi. Now when 
the King had made everything ready for my 
installation she saw her oppertunity and 
reminded him of that old vow and won him 
over by means of Dharma. J have to live in 
the Dandaka forest for fourteen years and 
my father bas made Bharata the Yuvaraja. 
SoI am come here to see you before my 
departure to the lovely forest. Do not aver 
make mention of me in the presence of 
Bharata for those who are crowned with 
prosperity do not endure to hear anotber 
being eulogised. Therefore my virtues are 
never to be mentioned in the presence of 
Bharata nor ahould you be specially main- 
tained by him at any time. Thus you will 
‘be able to stay near him as one favourable 
to bim. The King haa granted him this 
permanent post of Yuvaraja and bevce he 
should be pleased by you, Ob Sita, and mucb 
more so the King. Ina obedience to the vow 
of my guru 1 am now on my way tothe 
forest. Be firm, Ob noble-minded Sita. 
When I am gone to the forest in the garb of 
s hermit it beboves you, Ob faultless and 
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auspicious girl, to be always engaged in fasta 
and vows. Rising up betimes perform with 
due rights the puja of the devas. Ther bow 
to the lord of men, my father Dasaratha. My 
mother Kausalya also is aged and worn with 
grief. Henee it beboves you to revere and re- 
gard her always, considering dharma alone to 
be foremost. My other mothers also should 
always be respected by you because they are 
indeed my mothers by Jove and fond atten- 
tion shown to me. Both Bharata and 
Satrughna who are dearer to me than my life 
should he specially looked after by you like 
brothers or sons. You should never do any- 
thing unpleasant to Bharata for he is indeed 
the ford of the country as weil ag the family. 
Kings ace always pleased by assiduous 
service and virtuous conduct and get enraged 
if anything contrary happens. Lords of men 
renounce even sons born of their own wombs 
if they find them doiog mischief and take 
into favour even strangers if they are skilfull 
and clever. It therefore heboves you, Ob 
auspicious girl, to stay bere revering the will 
of King Bharata, bent on dharma and main- 
taining the vows of truth. I am going to 
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the dense forest, Ob darling and you have to 
live here only, Oh lovely ove. You must so 
behave as not to offend any one by your 
conduct and thus keep up my words.” 












tongued aa she was, when 
addressed thus, replied to 
her husband with rage 
srising out of love. “What 
are 
have uttered Oh Rama. 
Certain it is that you 
have thougbt very mean of me. I could not 
nt laugh on hearing your words, Oh gon of 
the best of men. Father, mother, brother 
son and daughter-in-law likewise, Ob noble 
husbaad, each of them reaps the reward of his 
or ber own meritorious actions. It is the wife 
alone, Ob bull among'mon, that shares the lot 
of her husband. Therefore I have also bean: 
commanded to live ia the forest. The hus-- 
band alone is the sole refuge for x woman. 
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both in this life and hereafter and not the 
father, self, son, mother or friend. If, Oh 
Baghava, you start this day to the impenetra- 
ble forest [ shall go in front of you clearing 
the prickly grage and thorns. Casting aside 
anget and jealougy, like the remnants of the 
drunken water, lead me on, Oh hero, with full 
confidence. “There is no sin in me. What- 
ever be his lot if is far more preferable to 
to follow like a shadow the husband's feet 
than to lie in rich palaces or roam at pleasure 
through the sky in wrial care. I have been 
taught by my father and mother as to how 
I should bebave in all conditions of life and 
hence I do not now stand in veed of being 
taught the duties of o wife. I shall go to 
the impenetrable forest bereft of all human 
beings, full of berds of different kinds of deer 
and inhabited by tigers and wolves. I shalt 
live in the forest happily just ae I will do in 
wy father's house, thinking naught of all the 
three worlds but devoted solely to the service 
of my busbaud. Firmly adbering to the vows 
of a Bralunachariné I will constantly attend 
on you and will stroll with you, Ob hero, in 
the forest full of sweet honey and fragranee. . 
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You are perfectly strong, Ob Rama, to protect 
in the forest any person stranger though he 
may be. What need be said of me, Oh revered 
one. There ia absolutly no doubt that Iam 
now going to the forest with you. Itis not 
possible, Ob glorious one. to divert me from 
my set purpose. I shall surely eat there 
every day the roots and fruits and living with 
you I shall not give yon any trouble. With 
yourself, my brave lord, beside me I long to 
gaze fearlessly upon ail the rivers, rocks, 
lakes and glades. In company with your 
heroic self I long to view happily tne tanks, 
covered with, heautitol lotus flowers and 
whose waters are splashed hy swana and 
ducks. Observing my vows I shall hatha in 
them daily and in your company, Oh broad- 
eyed hero, I shall feel extremely happy. Thus 
when I stay with you I will not feel 
the passing of even bundrede or 
thousands of years and I would not prize 
-even heaven above this pleasure. If I am 
to dwell even in svarga itself without you, 
Oh Raghava, it would not please me, Ob 
tiger among men. Surely sball I go to the 
forest however dense it may be and however 
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crowded with beasts, apes and elephants. I 
shall surely live in the forest as though in 
my father’s house ever clinging to your feet 
with all attention. With thoughts for none 
-elga but you and with heart ever attached to 
you, if I am now forsaken by you, know me 
to be resolved on death. Pray take me along 
with you and fulfil my entceaty. You will 
surely not fee} me ® burden.” In spite of 
ail such entreaties of Sita, the best of men 
who was ever attached to virtue did not like 
to take Sita with bim and tried his bast to 
disauade her by relating to her the miseries 
consequent upon a residence in the forest. 





R, ii, 18 





CANTO XXVIII. 


VEN thongh Sita argued 
so much, the knower of 
virtue, Rama, partial to- 
duty, did not make up 
bis miud to take her with 
him in consideration of 
the hardships in the 
forest. He sought to 

soothe the grief of her whose eyes were: 

dimmed with overflowing tears and noble- 
as he was, he epoke again to her these worda 
with a view to dissuade her from her resolve. 

“Ob Sita, you are born of an illustrious 

family and are bent always on treading 

the path of virtue. You had better follow 
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your dharma here so that I may have peace 
of mind for me. Oh Sita, it bohoves you to 
doasI bid youtodo There are numerous 
dangers in the forest, Ob girl; Listen to me, 
Ob girl, as Igo on reciting them. Ob Sita 
let this resolve to dwell in the forest be 
abandoned. It is full of dangers and is 
extremely dense and hence only is called 
forest. 1 tell you these words with a view 
indeed to your good. In the wild wood no 
joy I know ; a forest life is naught but woe. 
The roarings of the lions dwelling in the 
caves of the mountains along witb the noises 
of the mountain-torrents are terrible to hear 
and hence, my love, the wood is fall of woes. 
There in that unpeepled forest mighty 
beasts of prey play about fearlessly and 
when they see a man they fly at him 
furiously and bence the wood is full of woes, 
There the streams are always full of wild 
crocodiles, very muddy and absolutely im- 
passable even by infuriated elephants and 
hence the wood, my love, is full of woés. 
There the pathways are impenetrable and 
waterless, full of creepers and thorns 
resounding with the sounds of wild cocks and 


186 RAMAYANA. (38 


hence the wood is full of woes. Exhausted 
with the toile of the day one bas to ite 
down there on the cold ground upon a 
beap of gathered leaves and hence life in the 
wood, my love, is vary miserable. Restraining 
ourselves we have to be content, Ob Sita, 
through the long days and nigbte, with the 
fruits that have fallen from the trees and 
hence life in the forest is miserable. 


We have to fast, Oh Maithili, as long as our 
strength would last. We bave to wear bark- 
garments and matted locke of hair. We 
have to adore with due rites the gods and 
pitria and honour with respeotful care 
each wandering guest who meets ua there. 
Roaming about with all restraint, we have te 
bathe every day thrice at the proper time; 
therefore, my love, forest life ie extremely 
hard. In accordance with the rules pres- 
oribed for the Rishis we have to offer in the 
altar, Ob girl, gifts of flowers gathered by 
ourselves and hence forest life is bard. 
Those who roam in the forest, Oh Maithili 
should be abetemionus in their food and 
should be content with what they obtain and 
hence the forest life is hard. Violent winda, 
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darknees and hunger sre slways present 
there, as also terrible dangere woree than 
these and hence forest life is very herd 
indeed. The creeping reptiles sare numerous 
and are of various forms, Oh lovely one, and 
they exesp all over the ground wildly and 
hence the forest is full of woes. The 
serpents that hide by the rivers and glide in 
sinuous course like rivers, reside all over 
the path and hense the wood is full of woes. 
Birds and scorpions along with worms, gnats 
and mosquitoes give trouble alwaya, Ob girl, 
and hence forest life is very hard. Trees and 
thorny bushes bind togetber their branches’ 
ends and dense with grasses euch as Kusa 
and Kasa the thicket grows and hence, Oh 
fair girl, the forest ia full of woes. For those 
who dwell in the forest the ills of the flesh 
‘are numerous and the fears they are subjected 
to are of different kinds; bence the wilds are 
naught but grief and pain. Anger and de- 
sires roust be ogst aside andevery thought 
must be devoted to penance. No fear must 
be of fearful things and bence the wood is for 
ever drear. Therefore, my dear, enough is 
tha forest for you. Tbe wild wood ie not a 
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fit place for you. Ou mature consideration 
I find the forest full of innumerable evils.” 
While tbus the noble Rama did not make up 
his mind to take Sita with him to the forest, 
Sita did not heed his words but feeling 
terribly distressed she replied to Rama thus. 





CANTO SXNIX. 


FEARING these -vorde of 
Rama, Sita became troub- 
Jed in mind and with 
tears in her eyes slowly 
uttered these words— 
“These evils that have 
been enumerated by yon 
as attendant upon resi- 

-flence in the forest, I view them as good, out 

sof my love to you. Lcusteof prey, lions and 

-elepbants, tigers and Sarsbhas, birds and 

deer and all other animals thet roum in the 

‘forest, all of them, not having seen your 

matchless form before, Oh Raghava, shall 

‘all fee away at your sight, for ail creatures 

indeed take fright at danger. With thee, Ob 

Bama, I must go; such is my Sire’s order 

cand bereft of you, 1 muet part with my life. 
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While Iam near you, Oh Reghava, not pven 
the lord of the Gods, Indra, will be able to 
burt me in spite of all hie might. The 
woman who ia bereft of her lord will not 
be able to live, This truth bas been clearly 
pointed out tome by you, Oh Rema. Further 
Oh wise one, I bave heard it said by the: 
Brahmins in my father’s bouse long ago that 
T am destined to live in the foreat for some: 
time. Hearing this of old from the Brah-. 
mins versed in the science of the future, 
Ihave, Oh mighty one, ever sinoe longed. 
to lead the life of the forest. Henos the 
pre-ordained residence in the forest should 
indeed be enjoyed by me. So 1 follow you- 
to the forest, Ob beloved, being destined there- 
to and not otherwise. I will be simply ful- 
filling that destiny by going with you. The 
time bas now arrived for that Brabmin's 
words to beoome true. I know truly the 
innumerable dangers that beset a life in 
the forest. But they trouble only those 
men, Ob hero, who are not self-coutrolled. 
Asagirlin my {ather’a house I have beard 
all about life in the forest. Similarly in 
the presence of my mother a good-natured: 
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beggar-dame told me everything about it. 
1 have already requested you op sareral 
occasions, Oh lord, to grant me my desire: 
to live in the forest in your company and 
you also, Oh Raghava, were good enough 
to allow me to entertain that idea. May 
good betide you. Service toa hero dwelling 
in the forest charms me moet. Ob pore 
soul, following my husband out of affection 
I will surely become spotless. My busband 
ia really my God. [Even in after-life- 
1 share in your company aii blessings. 
Bach is indeed the Scripture and the holy 
and pious Brabmine sleo state likewise— 
“The woman whom ber parents bestow on 
man in this earth below and thus lawfully 
unite their bands with water and each holy 
tite, she shall be his wife in this world 
as alsoin the life after this.’ Hence if you 
‘are nos pleased to take with you your owa 
wife who is virtuous and deeply attached 
to ber husband, tell me your reasons fer 
the same. Devoted snd attached to 
my husband I share equally with you 
all joys and pleasures. Distressed as I am 
and sharing equally as I do all your ploagures- 
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and pains, it behoves you, Ob Kakatstha, to 
take me with you. If you do not like to 
take me with you to the forest—extremely 
distressed sa I am, I will surely bave 
recouree to poison, fire or water to secure 
imy death.” Thus she entreated in various 
ways to be taken to the forest but that 
toighty hero was not in a mood to take her 
to the lonely forest. When she was told 
thus Maithili was overwhelmed with grief and 
her breasts became wet with the hot tears 
flowing from her eyes and the relf-controlled 
Kakutatha, with a view to dissuade her, who 
way angry and grief-stricken, consoled the 
-copper-lipped girl in various ways. 


=, 








CANTO XXX. 


PPEASED thus by Rama, 
Maithili, the daughter of 
Janaka, spoke thus to ber 
busband with a view to 
reside in the forest. The 
deeply distreseed Sita, out of 
ber love and affection, spoke 
tauntingly to Raghava of 

expansive chest. “What did my father 

Videhs, the lord of Mithile, think of you 

‘having accepted you a8 bis son-in-law—s 

woman in @ man’s disguise. It is pure 

falsehood if the people say out of ignorance 
that while Rama’s prowess sbines foth 
there is no energy a8 it wore in the Lord 
of the day. What bave you done that you 
‘should bs eo very dejected and whence is 
“your fear that yoo should think of abandon- 





168 BAMATANA. 180 


fog me who have no other refuge dct your- 
aeti? Know me as completely revigned to 
you in heart and body, soul and mind, just as 
Savitri virtuously gave ber all to Satyavas, 
the eon of Dyumatsena. I bave not, even in 
my mind, seen anybody else except yourself, 
Oh faultless one; let meaner wives their 
houses shame, to go with thee is all my 
claim. Like some Jow actor do you consider 
fit, Oh Rama, to bend over to others your 
wife, your own, espoused in maiden youth, 
your unblemisbed companion for so long. 
Do you, Ob faultless lord, obey bis will and: 
remaio under the influence of him whose 
welfare you are talking of and for whose eake: 
you sre denying yourself the royal kingdom. 
So without taking me with you, it is not 
fit that you should start to the forest. 
Whether it is stern penance or the forest ot 
the heaven itself, let me algo enjoy it along 
with you. There will be no tronbla what- 
ever in the road when I go with you. I 
would feel as though in a soft luxurious hed. 
The. reeds, the bushes, the thorny trees and: 
fhe prickly grass which I may pass.on the: 
way will be, if you are near, a5 solt as- 
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the touch of cotton or dear-skin. When the 
rede wind blows in fury and throws upon 
me the scattered dust, that duet, Oh beloved 
Jord, shall be to me as the precious sandal, 
‘What shall be more pleaeant, Oh wanderer 
in the forest, than to lie on 9 bed of anored 
grass in some green glade in the deep forest. 
Tieaves, roots and fruite, whatever of there 
you may give me having brought them with 
your own bande, be they ecanty or plentiful, 
shall taste to me as sweet as nectar, 
Enjoying there the flowers and fraits of tha 
season I will not recollect my mother or my 
father or my home. My arrival there will 
in uo way cause anything unpleasant to you. 
You will not be subjected to any anxiety on 
my behalf and I will vot be an unbearable 
‘burden to you. With thee is heaven 
wherever the spot. Each place is bell where 
thou art not. Knowing well this supreme 
affection go forth Rama, along with me. If 
you still decide noé to take me to the forest 
—me whoam unflinchingly resolved upon it, 
E will surely drink poison thia very day. 
‘I will never subject myeelf to those who 
hete ue. There ie no life for me afterwards 
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in the midst of the endless pain. Death is 
absolutely preferable, Oh lord, the very 
moment Iam abandoned by you. Not for 
an hour could I endure the deadly grief of 
your separation. What need be said of the 
ten long years and three and one? 


Thus consumed with grief and piteously 
lamenting much, the highly distressed Sita 
clung to her busband’s neck with a wild cry, 
wrung with apguish. Like some she-ele- 
phant who bleeds, struck by the hunter's 
veuoned reeds, so in her quivering heart she: 
felt the many wounds dealt by his epoeches, 
Then tike the spark from the Arani wood 
down rolled the tear so long restrained. The 
erystal moisture sprung from woe began to’ 
flow from her sweet eyes as runs the water 
feom a paic of divinely fair lotuses and 
Bita’s face with long dark eyes pure as the 
moon of autumn skies faded with weeping 
just aa the lotus buds when taken out of 
water. Finding her almost ineensible with 
grist, Rama embraced her well with both 
hands and revived her then with these con- 
soling words. Leaving you behind full of grief 
Ido not relish, Ob beloved, even heaven. 
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There is no fear whatever for me on all 
sides just as the self-created Lord. With- 
out knowing your full intentions, Ob fair 
one, I did not like to take you to the 
forest though myself nm quite capable of pro- 
tecting you. When you are created to live 
with me in the forest, Ob Maithili, it is not 
possible for me to Jeave you behind, just 
as the self-restrained saint could not leave 
bebind his renown. Ob you of lovely thighs 
resembling elephant’s trank, the Dharma 
which was practised cf old by the great and 
the good, that same dharma is now followed 
by me just asthe shadow follows the Sun. 
T cannot decline to go to the forest, Ob joy of 
Janaka, for my father's behest, the oath 
he swore and the claims of truth, all lead 
me there. Obedience to father and mother 
is indeed ore’s Lounden duty, Ob lovely- 
hipped one. I am not eager to live 
tranggressing father’s commands. Heeding 
not father, mother, and guru who are with us 
here, by what means could we worship and 
please the gods whose presence we are not 
aware of. These three comprise the triple 
world, Oh darling of the lovely eyes and 
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earth has no hely thing like these whom 
with all love men seek to please. Not truth 
or gift or reverence or sacrifica or lordly 
fee conduce to so much strength and 
happiness like the pleasing service to one’s 
father. Heaven, viches, grain and varied 
ilove with sons end many a more blessing, 
none of these is unobtainable to those who 
follow the wishes of their parents. Those 
noble men who are ever bent on pleasing 
their iather and mother reach the regions 
of Devas and Gandbarvas as also the 
Brabmaloka and the Vishouloka. So whatever 
commands may be isaued by my father who 
remains steadfast in the path of virtue, 
I wish to abide hy them. Such indeed 
is the eternal dharma. I am now reconciled, 
Ob Sita, to take you with me to the forest 
ot Dandaka, since you are firmly resolved 
to follow me and to stay with me. Permitted 
to go to the forest, Ob timid indy of be- 
witohing eyes and faultless limbs, follow 
me end be my companion in my religious 
observances. You have surpassed yourself, 
-Ob Sita, by this excellent resolve of yours, 
which ig quite in keeping with the traditions 
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of your family as wellas mine. Commence 
at once, Ob fair-hipped lady, the preparations 
befitting life in the forest. Not evén 
Heaven pleases ma now, if itis to be bereft of 
you. Bestow gifts of gems to the Brahmins 
and food to the needy beggars, and make 
haste without delay. Highly valurble orna- 
ments, excellent clothes, lovely toys and 
seasonal condiments, carsand vehicles and 
whatever else tat may exist, give all of them 
away to our servants alter distribution to the 
Brabmins. Finding ber bushand ag-senble to 
her departure, Sita hecame immensely pleased 
and quickly commenced to give away the 
things. With her mind full of jov on 
hearing the words of her husband, the 
noble and illuatrious Sita began to sive 
away to the virtuous all the wealth as wall 
as the gems. 





CANTO XXXI. 


P HEN Lakshmana, who: 
had already joined them 
there, heard the conver: 
sation of the  pnir,. 
his countenance war 
changed, his eyes over-- 
flowed and he was no 
longer ahle to control’ 
his grief. That joy of 
the Raghbus pressed hie brother's fees with 
great fervour snd spoke thus to the bighly 
virtuous Rama and the fair-famed Bita. “If 
you aré decided to go to the forest crowded: 
with @-or and elephants, I will surely aecom- 
pany you and with bow in hand go in front 
of you. in company with me you shalt 
roam fer in the forests which resound with 
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the noises of birds and herds of beasts. 
Separated from you T do not care to 
tread in the worlds of the devas uor do I 
choose immortality or the lordebip of the 
worlds.” When the son of Sumitra spoke 
thus, resolved to dwell in the forest, Rama tried 
bis best hy various means to pacify bim and 
dissuade him from his object. Then Laksh- 
mava spoke again thus—“ You have already 
given me permission to follow you to the 
forest; then why do you now try to put 
obstacles in my way. I am enger to know 
the cause why you now prevent me from ful- 
filling my desire to go to the forest. I request 
you, Oh faultless one, to clear this doubt of 
wine." Then the highly effulgent Rama told 
the beroio Lakehmana who was standing in 
front ready to go forth first and who was 
antreating permission with folded hands. 
“ Affectionate and bent on virtue, beroie and 
always steadfast in righteousness, beloved 
and dear as life and obedient, you raremy 
brother as well as my friend. If you go 
with me now to the forest, Ob son of Sumitra, 
who is there to take core of either Kauaslya 
or the illustrious Sumitra. The lord of 
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the earth of mighty power who sends good 
thinge in plenteous shower as Indra pours 
the grateful rains, lies a captive in passion’s 
ebain, That daughter of King Asvapati 
having obtained this kingdom will not do 
what ie good to her griof-stricken co-wives. 
With the kingdom in his banda Bharata will 
take up Kaikeyi's side and will not care to 
vemember either Kausalya or the highly 
grieving Sumitra. Do you therefore, Oh sou 
of Sumitra, atay here of your own accord or 
by the favour of the monarch and protect 
Kausalya. Please act up to this counsel. 
By this behaviour your devotion to me 
will be clearly seen, Oh knawer of virtue. 
Need I tell you that great and unequalled ia 
the virtue acquired by serving our elders. 
Therefore, Oh son of Sumitra and joy of the 
Raghus, for my sake do thue. Bereft of us 
there will be no pleasure for our mothers. ” 
Thus addressed by Rama, Lakshmana, clever 
in speech, replied thua in sweet tones to 
Rama learned in the science of language. 
“ Afraid of your power, Oh hero, Bharata will 
surely show all possible regard to Kausalys 
and Sumitra and there is no doubt whatever 
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that he will be all-attentive. If the wicked 
Bharata, having obtained this noblest realm, 
does not maintain them out of evil counsel 
or pride, J will, Ob hero, surely kill, without 
the least doubt, that wicked and cruel wretoh 
and all those that lend him aid. Let it be 
even the three worlds; what care I for them ? 
The noble Kausalya is able to maintain 
thousands like myself since she has got 
thousands of villages as well as redinue. 
Hence she is perfectly capable to protect 
borself as well as my mother. The 
illustrious lady is quite capable of pro- 
tecting people like myself also. Hence 
be pleased to permit me to follow 
you. There is nothing wrong in this. 1 
shall be highly gratified and your object 
also will be fulfilled. Taking my bow and 
arrows I shall go in front of you with a 
spade and a basket showing you the way. 
I eball bring you daily roots and fruits and 
otber products of the forest—such sweet 
edibles as ave fit for hermits. Do you sport 
with Vaidebi on the slopes of the hills and 
I sbail do everything for you both while 
you are awake and while you are asleep.” 
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Highly pleased with these words Rama 
replied to him thus—“ Go thea my brother, 
bid adieu to all your friends and retinue: 
Those two celestial bows of fearful might 
which lord Varuna personally gave to Janaka 
‘st the great sacrifice, the uapiercable divine 
coat of mail, the quivera with their in- 
exhaustible and unfailing arrows, the two 
gilded swords bright as the Sun, all these 
weapons which have been reverently placed 
in the abode of the preceptor, bring with you 
‘quiek!y, Ob Lakshmana.” Thus resolved on 
forest life Lakshmana took leave of his friends 
and approaching the house of the preceptor 
of Ikshvakus he then took with him tho 
excellent weapous. All those divine weapons 
which the tiger among the Raghus had wor- 
shipped and had adorned with garlands, 
Lakshmana exbihited before Rama. The 
self-controlled Rama, with great pleasure 
thus addressed Lakshmana on bis arrival. 
“Oh lovely Lakehmana, you bave arrived 
just in time when I wanted you, I wish to 
give away in your company, Ob repressor of 
foes, all these that form my wealth to Brab- 
ming who tead ascetic lives. Sevaral exoel- 
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lent twice-born men live here with great 
‘devotion to our elders. To those a3 well as 
to all our dependants, I wish to distribute 
-iny wealth. Goand fetch quickly the best 
of Brahmins, the noble Suyajna the son of 
Visishtha. I shall start to the forest after 
paying my respects to him as well as to 
-other eminent Brabmins.” 








rN receiving thus the pleas- 
ant and highly agreeabla 
command of bis brother, 
Lakshmana went swiftly 
to the abode of Suyajna 
and finding bim in the 
ball of Fire he bowed to 
him and said “ Oh friend, 
come witb me and behold the abode of him 
who is now performing arduous deede.'” 
Finishing bis sendhkya worship quickly, 
Suyajna went in company with Lakehmana 
and arrived at the lovely mansion of Rama 
filled with riches. When that knower of 
Vedas, Suyajna, approached near, Rama 
accompanied by Sita welecmed bim with 
folded hands and went round him showing: 
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to him the honor that is Agni’s due. 
With excellent golden armlets, lustrous ear- 
vings, gems fastened together on golden 
strings, biacelets and girdles, with numerous 
other costly gems, Kakutstba honoured 
Suyajna and at the request of Sita, Rama 
told him thus—“‘ Oh my gentle friend, deign 
to accept on behalf of your wife this garland 
and golden string. Cause them to be taken 
home. Sita who is now going to the forest 
desires to give you now on bebalf of your 
wife this girdle, these lovely armlets and 
these bright bracelets. Vaidebi wishes 
further to bestow on you tis cot decked 
with numerous gems along with the tine 
mattress, The famous elepbant named 
Sutrunjaya given me by my uncle, I sball 
bestow on you, Oh best of Brabmivs. along 
with thousands of coins. Thus addreseed 
by Rama, Suvajna received those gifts and 
invoked auspicious blessings on Rama, 
Lakshman, and Sita. Then in pleasant 
words Rams spoke to his dear and all- 
attentive brother Saumitri just as Brahma 
to the lord of the colesfials. “Go and fetch 
those two excellent Brabmins, Agastys and 
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Kansiks, and inviting them, honour them, 
Ob Lakshmana, with precious gems just as 
corn with water. Please them, Oh highly 
powerful one, with a thousand cows 
and give them many a and costly gem 
along with gold and silver. The iearned 
Brahmin, the preceptor of the Taittiriyas and 
the knower of the Vedas, who always de- 
votedly stays by the side of Kausalya and 
Sumitra, cause him to be given, Ob Lakeh- 
mana, vebicles and female slaves and costly 
olothes till that Brahmin is satisfied. Like- 
wise please the noble Chitraratha advanced 
wellin years, who is the charioteer as well 
as minister, with highly valuable gems, 
olothes and riches. Give him also all the 
small animale ag wall as one thousand cows. 
Those numerous students with statfa in 
hand who read the katha partion of the Vedas 
and who do nothing else because of their 
- being all-engrossed in their study, who toil 
not, who love dainty fave, and who are 
esteemed hy Che great, cause them to he 
given eighty cars loaded with costly geme, 
one thousand rice figlde and two hundred 
bulie. Helpthem also, Qh Saumitri, with one 
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thousand cows to provide the dainties of each 
mesl. The throng who waar the sacred 
girdles and wait witb care on Kausalya, 
cause them each to be given, Oh Lakshmanua, 
a thousand golden coins. Give all the 
Brahmins all round in such s manner, Ob 
Laksbmane, that my mother Kausalya would 
be pleased with the fees offered.” Then that 
tiger among men, Lakshmans, personally 
distributed all the wealth to the best of Brab- 
mine just like Kubera. Having given each 
of his dependants numerous wealth, Rama 
addressed sll of them who stood there with 
tears in their eyes. “Lakshmens’s house and 
mine as well shovid each be guarded by you 
till my return.” Having addressed all bis 
gtief-stricken attendants he bade his trea~ 
surer to fetch more riches. Then all the 
servants themselves hrought there the stored 
wealtb and the huge and glorious pile of the 
game was asight to see. Then that tiger 
among men, in company with Lakahmane, 
had that wealth distributed among the 
Brahmins, young and old and poor. 

There lived a Brahmin of reddish brown 
solour, Trijata by name, of Gargya Gotra, 
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who earned bis livelibood every day in the: 
forest with his spades and ploughs. This old. 
Brahmin bad a young wife who, taking with 
her the young children and struggling with 
poverty, spoke thus to the Brahmin— 
“Throwing aside your spade and plough 
please do what I say. Go and see the 
virtuous Rama if you wish to get anything.” 
Hearing the words of his wife and covering 
with difficulty his body with torn rags he 
started on his way to the abode of Ramer. 
In the midst of the concourse of people- 
Trijata shone bright as Bhrigu and Angiras: 
Till the fifth court he wended his way un- 
interrupted by anybody. Approaching the- 
royal prince, Trijata spoke thue-—"Oh illus- 
trious prince, lama poor man devoid of 
riches and possess numerous sons. Scant 
living I earn in the forest every day and 80 
pray look upon me with an eye of pity.” 
Rama then told him ina vein of sport and: 
jest.—"I have not as yet distributed one- 
thousand cows; so you shall obtain as much 
as is covered by your hurling this stick." He 
hurriedly girded up his loins, wound bis 
ragged cloth and taking up the stick hurled: 
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it fast with all bis might. Released from bia 
hand the stick crossed the shores of the 
river Sarayu and fell in the eattle-shed in the 
midst of several thousands of bulla and 
cows, The noble Rama emb-ncsd him with 
‘pleasure and ordered the herdsman to take to 
the hermitage of Trijata al! the cattle up to 
the shores of the river Sarayu covered by 
the throw of the stick. Then Nama appeased 
the Brahmin of the Gargys Giotra and spoke 
to him thus—“ Pray don’t get angry, this ia 
only a jest of mine. This might of yours is 
unrivalled. Wishing to koow of it, I urged 
you todo thus. Pray choose whatever else 
you require. I tell you truly you must not 
hesitate. Allthe wealth bere that belongs 
to me is intended only to be given to Brab- 
mins. The wealth that I now bestow upon 
you shall be the ona earned by me and 
shall bring me pleasure and renown, Then 
the great sage Trijata, in company with 
his wile, accepted the herds of cows with 
a delighted hears and the highly efful- 
gent one on his part invoked blessings on 
the prinasly couple which would bring them 
fame and might, pleasure and happiness. 
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And Rama also with a full heart distributed 
his vast riches earned by rightful prowess to 
hia friends accompanied with sweet, respact- 
ful and befitting words. Brahmins, friends 
or servants, poor people or beggars, whoever 
it may be, there was none who was not 
pleased with the gifts made in accordance 
with his deserts. 





ISTHRIBUTING thus, ia- 
company with Vaidehi, 
the numerous riches, 
Rama and Lakshmane 
along with Sita set out to 
see their father. When 
the weapons that were 
beautifully adorned with 

bands and garlands were taken up by the 

two brothers they shone eo bright as to 
dazzle the sight. And the people getting 
on the tops of the turrets, roofs and porticoes 
looked on these passers-by with great 
sorrow. Unable to tread the strests because 
of the pressure of the vast concourse they 
ascended the terraces of the building and 
beheld Rama helplessity. When the people: 
eaw Rama proceed on foot without any 
umbrella to cover him, the people, with their- 
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senses bewildered on account of grief, 
apoke variously as {cliows.—" He, who was 
always followed by the mighty fourfold 
forces, proceeds now along with Sits followed 
hy Lakshmana alone; he who has tasted the 
sweets of wealth and has Savished his 
Juxurious gifts on the needy, be does not 
now wish to make his father {alse because 
of his regard for dharma. She who was 
till now unable to be seen even hy those 
creatures that roamed in the sky, that Sita 
is now beheld by all the passers-by who 
throng the royal street. Sita who is 
fragrant with red sandal and is beautiful 
with suitable tints ou her body is sure to 
fale and pale quickly by exposure to rain, 
heat and cold. Surely King Dasaratha is 
now possessed of some devil and hence only 
speaka thus, otherwise the King would never 
consent to send his dear son into exile. 
Zven if the son is devoid of all good qualities 
how could one agree to bavish him. What 
need be said about the son who hag gained 
the bearts of all the world solely by his 
conduct. Universal benevolence, kindaess, 
Jearaing, religiousnese, docility and freedom 
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from passion, these six sovereign virtues grace 
Rama the foremost among men. Therefore 
the subjects are highly distressed at the 
misery that has befallen Rama just like 
acyuatic creatures at the decrease of water 
in summer. The whole world is nsournful 
with the grief that haa befalien its he- 
loved chief just as the flowers and fr 





of a tree when its roots are cutaway, The 
Soul of duty, bright to see, is the root of all 
mankind and all the other people are his 
branches, blossoms, fruits and lewes. Wena 
«jong with our wives and relations we shall, 
Vike Lakebmana, quickiy follow Raghava 
wherever by may Jeade  Abandoving our 
gardens, tields and houses we shall follow 
tbe virtuous Rama sharing in his waal and 
woe. let Kaikeyi possess herseli of ine 
homes deserted by us, deprived of their 
buried treasures, with their unawept court- 
yards, rabhed of kine and wealth, shorn of alt 
aubstance, filled with dust and abrines 
whence the dieties have tled—bomes where 
numerons rats will run from hole $3 hola, 
Lereft of smoke or water, which will know 
9 cleaning and wbere no incense loads the 
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evening sir, no Brahmins chant the text and 
prayer, 00 fire of eacrifice is lit bright, vo gift 
ie known, no sacred rite and with floors 
strewn with broken vessels as if our woes 
had crushed them too, The wood where 
Bama’s feet may ream shall be our city and 
out home and this city whieb we forsake 
shall become a wilderness. Terrified by fear 
of us the serpents would leave their holes 
and ail the birds end beasts the mountain 
alopes and the lions and elephants would flee 
from the forest. Let them leave off the 
forest to which we go and inbabit in ex- 
change the city that is forsaken by us, Let 
the serpents, beasts and birds resort to the 
regions cocupied till now by those who oat 
grasa, Mesh and fruits. Let Kaikeyi enjoy 
this realm with her sons and relations, We 
ehall ali go to the forest along with 
Rama and live there happily.” Such were 
the varied words spoken aloud by the crowd: 
of all conditions. Rama beard them all but 
id not chauge his purpose. He soon ap- 
Proncted his father’s palace that shone like 
the peak of Kailese, powerful ae a wild ele- 
phant. The virtuovs Roma entered the royal 
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palace aad saw there at a distance the huim- 
hie and heroic Sumactra seated in a dejected 
mood. Seeing Sumantra thus depressed 
Rama smiled within biumself and with quite 
an unmoved heart went on cheerfalty, eager 
to see his father and to duly obey hie 
bidding. The noble Rania, the sou of the 
Tksbvaku race, desired to take leave of bic 
virtuous father before goicg to the forest, full 
of woes anc wheu he heheld Sumantra atopped 
there. Firm in his resolve to go to the 
(ovest in obedience to his father’s commande, 
Rama, ever attached to virtue, bebeld 
Sumantra and told him thus “Please inform 
the King of my arrival.” 


KE 








REAT and incomparable 9 
he was, Rama of the 
tetua-eyes then asked the 
charioteer to inform his 
father of his arrival. 
Thus ordered by Rama, 
the charioteer, sad and all- 
dismayed, quickly entered 
inside and saw the King heaving heavy 
sighs of woe. Like the sun when eclipsed, 
like the fre covered over with ashes, 
Hike the post with «il its waters dried, 
so he found the lord of the world. Be- 
holding the King whose senses had been 
daz21 on account of his grief for Rawa, 
the highly wise chariotéer approached the 
King with folded bands. Hoving tirat bailed 
the King with blessings invoking victory, 
the charioteer, with a voice that cell-nigh 
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failed, in trembling accents eoft and low, 
addressed the monarch thus. ‘That tiger 
among men, your son, waite at the door 
having given away all bis wealth to Brab- 
mins and to his dependants. Pray permit 
the truly valorous Rama to bave an interview 
with you, May good betide you. He has 
taken leave of all his friends and is now 
desirous of seeing you. He is going to the 
great forest Ob lord of the earth; pray see 
him who is surrounded with all royal 
qualities just like. the sun with his ray 
Then that truthful and virtuous King, 
profound as the Ocean’s deep and stainless 
as the blue sky, replied the charioteer thus. 
“Ob Sumautra, fetch all my wives and all 
those here who call themselves mine. T wish 
to see Raghava in company with my wives.” 
He entered the Zenana accordingly and told 
the indies thue—“ Noble Ladies, the King 
ausmons sou all; may you all go there 
witbout delay.” Thus addressed by Sumantra 
all the ladies, learning of the command of 
their husband, went to bis mansion in 
Obedience to the royal orders. In number 
tbey were half seven hundred and all these 
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yirtuous dames, with their eyes red with 
weeping, slowly went to the King's palace 
surrounding Kausalys. When the lord of the 
earth observed that all his wives had come, 
the King commanded his  charioteer 
Sumantra to fetch his son. Then the 
obarioteer took with bim Rama, Lakebmana, 
and Maithili swiftly to the presence of the 
monarch. The King heholding from a 
distance the approach of his gon with folded. 
bands tastefully rose up from his seat, 
girt with his ladies and sick with hia woes. 
The lord of the earth on hebolding Bama 
ran with all baste to meet bim but ere he 
could reach bim he fell on the ground 
aggrieved and fainted there. Quickly Rama 
and that great warrior Lakebmana ap- 
proached the grief-stvicken King rendered 
senseless hy misery. There arose imme- 
diately in the roya) apartments the sound 
of thousands of females crying ‘Ah Rame’ 
mingled with the tinkling of the ornaments. 
Throwing their arms round him the two 
brothera Rama and Lakshmaua weeping in 
company with Sita, slowly placed him on a 
couch, When the mighty monarch regained 
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bis senses in the course of an hour, Bama, 
with folded hands thue addressed him who 
was immersed in the ocean’ of grief~"'I solicit 
your permission, Ob mighty monarch; you 
axe the lord of all of ua; I have started for 
the Dandaka forest and I request you to 
see me aefely depart with your blessings. 
‘Please permit Lakshmana and Sita also 
to follow me to the foreat. Tho:ch I have 
dissuaded them with varioue truthful argo- 
ments they would nottisten but are desirous 
to follow me. Heuce please permit us alt, 
Lakebmaus, myself and Sita as well like 
Prajapati bis sons and leave off your grief, 
‘Ob revered one.” Seeing his son Rawa 
veady to start to the foress the King 
‘thus replied to him who wes eagerly 
and calmly expecting the words of the lord 
of the world. "Ob itughava, I have been 
deveived by Kaikeyi by the sift of those 
hoons. Superseding me you had better be 
-now the king of Ayodhya." Thus addressed 
by the King, Rama, the best of those who 
practice Dharma and the akilled in speech 
folded bis banda in reverence and replied ‘to 
shia father thus. “Oh lord of men, you are 
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the master of the earth for a thousand years: 
more. I wilt live in the forest, for] must 
never make you false. I will roam io 
the forest just for nine years and five and 
then at the end of the period of ycur vow, I. 
shall return, Ob lord of men, and clasp your 
feet once wore.” Bound by the chords of 
truth, weeping distressed, the King, urged 
in seoret by Kaikeyi spoke thua to his- 
dear son “Go then, Ob Rama and begix 
thy course unvexed by fear and ain; go, 
my belaved son, and earn success and joy 
and aafe seturn, You are so very fyuthful 
and sc firmly establisued in virtue that 
nothing is possible to turn you back, Ob joy 
of the Raghus, but, Ob aon, do not by aay 
meaus depart to-night so that I may pass: 
at least ove little day beboldiug my son 
Seeing oe and your mother you had better 
stay beve this one night. Then with ail 
your desires fulijled you may atart to the 
fovest to-morrow morning. Anyhow a most 
difficult task is being done by you, Oh 
Raghava, inst to pleasa me, for you are going 
to the tcnely forest leaving behind every- 
thing dear. E do not like this, Ob son; F 
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swear to you truly, Ob Raghaya, that I have 
been deceived by this deceitful woman who 
resembles hidden fire. You now desire to 
Give effect to this deceitful advantage obtained 
from me urged thereto by this Kaikeyi who 
has come to sully her line. And it is ao 
wonder that being my eldest son you desire 
to make your fatber stand above any 
reproach of falsehood.’ Heating these words 
of bis father spoken out of distress, Rama 
in company with his brother Lukshmana. 
thus bumbly replied. “Who will confer on 
me to-morrow the merit which I sbail reap 
from going to-day; therefore I choose im- 
mediate departure above all other desires. 
Thereby renounce my rights to this earth 
with all its fortresses and people and its 
stores of wealth and grain. Let ail of them 
be handed over to Bharata, The resolve 
that I have made regarding my residevce in 
the foreat is not to be altered now for out of 
your pleasure you have granted this boon to. 
Kaikeyi, Oh granter of boons. Let every- 
thing be given and you bad better remain 
truthful, Oh monarch. I ehail obey your 
commande literally as they were uttered 
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and will reside in the forest for fourteen 
years in company with those that roam the 
woods. Pray do vot hesitate. Let the 
whole of this earth be granted to Bharata. 
Tam not aa erger to enjoy for myself the 
kingdom, the pleasures or the joys, as I am 
to obey your mandates, Ob joy of the 
Raghus. Let your grief be dismissed and 
tet not you be drowned in tears. The lord of 
rivers, the irrepressible ocean never forsakes 
his magnanimity. I do not desire either the 
Kingdom or pleasares or Maithili or any of 
these chjects of enjoyment or the heaven or 
life itself. My sole desire is, Ob bull among 
men, to see you truthful and not false, I 
swear to this in your presence by your 
truth and by your good desds. it is not 
possible for me Ob father, to stay here for s 
-mowent longer. Pray put vp with this 
your grief, Oh lord; my sattled will I cannot 
change on any account, Kaikeyi told me 
“‘Raghava goto the forest’ and I said in 
reply ‘I will go.’ I wisb to be true to that 
pledge. Pray don't make yourself anxious 
about us, Oh lord, we shall be bappy in the 
forest Sled with wild deer and peaceful 
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sherds and with voices of thousands of birda. 
It ie said in the scriptures, Ob father, that the 
father is the God of even the Gods; therefcve 
I shalt do in accordance with the words of 
my father cuusidering it to be a divine 
mandate. When the fourteen years have 
passed, Ob best of men, you abal) see me 
again on my return; therefore leave off this 
grief. What for have you undergone this 
-changs, Oh tiger among men, you who have 
to soothe and restrain the tears of the crowd 
of all the people outside. Pray confer 
upon Bharata this city and this kingdom 
and this earth that bave been renounced 
‘by me. I shall go to the forest avd dwell 
there long in accordance with your beheste. 
‘Ob King, tet Bharata ivle this earth 
renounced hy me with al) ita hills and cities 
apd forests and with ite glorious well- 
marked frontiers. Let your words, Oh King, 
stand as they were uttered. I do not, Ob 
King, set my beart upon any great object 
of desire nor do I seek anything for my own 
Pleasure. I am solely eager to obey your 
orders which ara also approved by the 
good. 80, Oh faultless one, Jispel all your 
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grief on my bebalf. Making you false, 
I do not now wish to choose either the 
entire Kingdom or all the objects of the senses 
or pleasures or Maithili or even life. By such 
behaviour of mine let your vow become 
truthful. I shall feel ver) happy in the 
forest eating the frvits and roots therein, 
beholding the mountains, streams and lakes 
and atrolting in tre glades full of peculiar 
trees. You had better be easy on tbat 
score.” Thus suzrounded with calamities and. 
racked with anguish and pain, the King, far 
advanced in the lose of his senses, embraced 
his son and immediately fell in a swoon and 
became motionless. Then all the ladies who 
were assembled there with the exception of 
the wife of the ford of men (Kaikeyi) began 
to weep and Sumantra also went into a 
swoon and everytbing there became a babe! 
of exclamations and cries. 


vif 





ILD with rage which 
he coud not calm, 
Sumantra, grinding palm 
on palin, shook bis bead 
in quick impatience aod 
sighed with woe which 
he could not brock, He 
gvashed hie teeth and 
his eyes were red, 
From bis changed face the colaur had fled, 
Tn raxe and grief that knaw no law the 
vhavioteer saw the temper of King Dasaratha 
and with the swift and keen shafts of his 
words he shook as it were the bosom of 
Kaikeyi. With scorn na though its lightning 
stroke would blast ber body, he spoke 
tbus :—" Ob Jady, since you have forsaken 
your huaband King Dasarathn himeelf who 
is the lord of the whole world both movable 
and immoveble, there is nothing in this 
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world from doing which you will hesitate. 
I will consider you as the murderess of your 
husband and ultimately of your family also, 
since by your acts you bave distressed the- 
King, invincible like the mighty Indra, firm 
as the immovable vock aud imperturbable 
like the deep ocean. Do not despise your 
hasband and lord King Dasaratha, the 
bestower of boons. To s woman, ber bus- 
band’s wieb far exceeds even thousands of 
tons. Usually on the death of the King 
the sons aucceed to the kingdom in the ordet 
of their age and this order you wish to 
violate in the oase of the lord of the Ikebvaku 
race. Let your son become the King. Let 
Bherata rule the earth, We shall all go- 
to that place to which Rama goes. No 
Brahmin would deign to live in a place 
belonging to you. Suoh « great offence you 
are now eager Go commit. Beholding you 
commit such # dire sin, I wonder why 
the earth has not quickly yawned and: 
swallowed thee. I wonder why the Asming 
and dreadful censure uttered by the great 
Brahmioio sages doea not destroy you who are 
bent on banishing Bama. Having cut down. 
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the mango-tree with an axe, however much 
we may water and otherwise attend on the 
toargoss tree it will never become sweet 1 
gongider vou worthily horn; like mother like 
daughter. ‘Honey ic never extracted from 
the margosa’ 20 goes tle saying in the world, 
We are woll aware of the evil propensities of 
your mother and remember it just as we 
beard itin dave lon: gone by. In days of 
yora some saint cupuile of granting boons 
bestowed on your father an excellent boon 
aud in consequence of which your fatber, 
the lord of the earth, became capable of 
uudorstrnding the crics of all kinds of 
erentures. He thus came to know the 
language of all birds and beasts. Then one- 
morning as be was lying cn bis couch he 
heard the chattering of a gorgeous bird and 
aa he marked its close intent be laughed 
aloud in merriment. Then your mother. 
became angry aod trishing for the noose of 
Death she told the King thns—-‘I am eager 
to know, Ob gentle one, the cause of your 
laughter. ‘The (King replied to bia tady 
thus:—'If Lapprive you of tbe cause, Ob 
éady, eurely my death would tske place this 
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moment. There is no doubi about that.’ 
Then your mother Ob Jady, told your father 
Kekaya thus: —‘Tell me the cause. I don't 
eare whether you live or vot. You are not 
to laugh at me.’ Thus addressed by his 
spouse the lord of the earth, Kekaya, went 
to the saint who granted him this boon and 
told him everything in detail. Then that 
granter of the boon, the wise sage, thus 
replied to the Kiag. ‘Lat her die or 
deatroy herself, Oh King, you had better not 
yield to her.” On hearing these words of the 
saint the King, with a clear conscience, 
digcardad your mother quickly and lived 
happily like Kubera Likewise you also 
foree the King to tread the path of the 
wicked. Qut of folly you are committing 
this foul deed, Oh sinful one. 


It now appears to me that the worldly 
anying that the sons inherit the qualities of 
their fathers and the girle those of their 
smothers is perfectly true and justified, You 
had better not be so. Accept the words 
spoken by the monarch. Follow your hus- 
band’s will and become the hope and stay of 
the people. Urged by sinfui folly do not 
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make your husband, the lord of men, equal in 
prowess to the King of the celestials, tread 
the path of unrighteousness. The faultless 
King, the illustrious Dasaratha of beautiful 
eyes will not render false the vows he has 
vovobsafed to you. Rama is the eldest, is 
bigh!y respectable, bent on his duties, and 
carefully guarding bis dharma. Let him be 
installed as the protector of the whole living 
world. Mighty will be the blames attaching 
to you that will spread all over the world if 
Rama goes to the forest abandoviog his 
father the King. Let that Raghava rule the 
kingdom. Fling this fever from off thy 
breast. There is none in this best of towns 
except Rama who will put up with you, 
‘When Rama ie installed as Yuvaraja the 
highly-powerful King Dasaratha will enter 
the forest iu accordance with precedent.” 
Thus did Sumantra with folded hands again 
and again address Kuikeyi in the midat of 
the royal assemblaye with words soft and 
sharp in turn with a view to move her but 
that lady did not budge an inch nor did she 
grieve. There was not observed even a 
ebange in the colour of her face. 





R. ii. 15 


CANTO XXXVI. 


= ESCENDANT of Ikshvaku, 
the King Dasaratha, trou- 
bled much on account of 
his promise, spoke thus 
to Sumantra with tears 
and oft-repeated sighs 
of sharpest pain. “Oh 
charioteer, you had better 
marshal quickly a perfect force equipped with 
all magnificence and consisting of the four: 
fold divisions namely, cars, elapbante, horses 
and infantry, to follow Raghu's scion hence. 
Let the traders with all their riches and 
those who tell charming stories and dancing 
women fair of face grace the prince's ample 
qbariot. On all the train who throng bis 
courte and those who share his manly sports 
bestow great gifts and precious wealth and bid 
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‘them go with him. Let noble arms and 
wmany a wain as also townsmen swell the 
‘prince's train. Let alzo hunters, renowned 
for woodland kill, follow Kakutatha. 
While be slaye elephant and deer, driok- 
ing wood honey as be strays and looke 
on streams each fairer yet, he may 
«hance forges his Kingdom. Let all my 
stores of grain ag well ss wealth follow 
Rama who is to reside in the lonely 
fgrest. Performing sacrifices at all holy 
-spots and dealing forth ample dakshinas as 
prescribed, let Rama live happily in the 
forest iv company with saints. The mighty- 
armed Bharata will govern Ayodhya. Let 
‘the illustrious Rama on the other hand be 
furniahed with a!) objects of enjoyment.” 
As the offepring of Kakutstha spoke thas 
fear awoke in Keikeyi’s breast. Her counte- 
nance became faded and her utterance was 
choked. Sad and ale:med with bloodless 
cheek, Kaikeyi turned to the King and 
-goarce could speak. "My Bharata sball not 
rule an uninhabited waste bereft of all- 
aweets to charm the tasie—the wine cup’s 
dregs, all dull and dead, whenoe the light 
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foam and life are fied.” While Kaikevi, 
devoid of all sense of shame spoke thus 
cruelly, King Dasaratha answered her of 
expansive eyes, “ Having put me to the 
yoke, Oh mischievous one, why do you now 
apur and goad me who am now struggling: 
with the load. Why did you not oppose at 
first, Oh ignoble lady, this deed that is now 
commenced.” Hearing these angry words of 
the ing, that beautiful dame Kaikeyi 
got doubly furious aud replied the King 
thus—‘In this very line of yours Sagara 
drove forth in disgrace his eldest son called. 
Asamanja. Thus should this soo of yours. 
go into exile.’ Thus addressed, the King. 
Dasaratha eaid ‘Fie on you,’ and alt the 
people present became afflicted with shame, 
but she never cared to understand them. 
Then the noteble and aged and pure-spirited: 
personage Siddbartha by name, held in high. 
esteem ly the monarch, addressed Kaikeyi- 
thus. “Asamanja, the wicked, caught 
hold of the infants as they played on the 
road and threw them in the waters of the 
Barayu aod enjoyed the scene. Beholding 
this, all the townspeople became enraged 


12-27} AYODHYAKANDA. 229 


and represented to the King thus—‘Ob 
Enhancer of the prosperity of the Kingdom, 
-eboose either of us, either Asamanja 
orus.’ Then tha King in reply asked 
them the cause of their fear. When asked 
‘by the King the subjects thus replied—' In 
folly, this one of perverted sense loves 
to lay fierce bands upon our children at play 
and tbrowing them into the river Sarayu be 
finds extreme deligbt in it.’ Hearing those 
ropresentations of his subjects the lord of 
men wishing to do good to them shandoned 
that son of his. Tbe King commanded his 
servants thus—'Take bim quickly in o 
vehicle along with bis wife and dependants 
and banish bim from the country til! the end 
-of his life.” He then wandered all over 
the dense forest with a spade and « basket 
‘roaming in all directions an outcast wretch 
:a8 he was, defiled with crimes. The wisely 
virtuous King Sagara indeed abandoned 
‘hie son under these circumstances. What 
sin did Rema commit that be should be 
‘banished like this. We do not find any 
‘bad qualities in Rama. I is indeed dificalt 
ito find any stain in him, pure as tbe moon. 
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Or olse if, Oh lady, you find any kind of 
fault in Raghava tell it new in detail: 
publicly. Let Rama be then benished. 
The abandonment of him who is absolutely 
stainless and who is ever intent to tread: 
the righteous path would, because of the 
defiance of Dharma involved in it, destroy 
even the splendour of Indra. Therefore: 
enough, Oh lady, of your hope to ruin 
Rawa’s bliss. Ob fair lady, you bave also. 
to protect yourself from the censure of the 
world.”” Hearing the words of Siddhartha the: 
King in a very feeble voice told the grief- 
stricken Kaikeyi thus—" You do not relish this 
speech, Oh sinful lady, you know not what 
is good for me or for yourself. This act of 
yours, the reaulé of your having taken w 
very narrow and wicked couree is surely far 
from tbe path trodden by the good. I will 
go along with Raiun to-day forsaking my 
kingdom, wealth and pleasures, You had 
better, in company with Bharata as King,. 
enjoy the dominion at your sweet will for 
ever 80 long.” 





J OBLE Siddhartha spoke 
thus and then Rama, 
bied in the laws of meek 
behaviour thus addressed 
Dasaratha humbly. What 
have I to do with a 
retinue, Oh king—- I who 
renounce eveything and 
am going to live in the forest on woodland 
fare abandoning all enjoyments. He who 
gives away the best elephant and still sets 
his heart upon the tether, what is the use 
of his attacboment to the chord when be 
abandons tle noble elepbant itself? Thus 
it is with me, Oh foremost of righteous 
ones. What is the use of an army to me, 
Ob Lord? I resign everything. Lot the 
bark-dress alone be brought to me. Let 
& spade and a basket also be brought to me 
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who am going to the forest to live there 
for fourteen years.” Then Kaikeyi brought 
the bark-dress with her own hands and 
unblushingly asked Ragbava, in the midst 
of the concourse of people, to wear it. That 
tiger among men, Rama received those two 
bark-dreases from Kaikeyi and after discar- 
ding the fine clothes he’was wearing, he put 
on those hermit's clothes. Lakebamana 
also immediately threw off his beautiful 
clothes and took up the hermit's dress in 
the presence of his father. But Sita arrayed 
in silk garments threw trembling glances 
on the barks she had to wear and became 
afraid like a shy doe that eyes the snare. 
Asbamed and weeping for distress the fair 
and lovely Janaki eventually took the dress 
from Kaikeyi and with her eyes full of 
tears the virtuous Sita, ever intent on virtue, 
thua addressed ber husband who looked like 
the lord of the Gandharvas, How do the 
hermits who dwell in the forests wear 
their bark-dresses? Saying this Sita, ill at 
ease, became embarassed again and agaio. 
Taking one of the barks in her bands she 
put itround her neck but the daughter of 
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.Janaka got perplexed and stood with s sad 
and appealing face. Then quickly bastening 
to her side, Rama, the pride of all who 
cherieh virtue, himself tied the bark mantle 
on her over the silk raiment which she wore. 
Seeing Rama thus put the excellent bark- 
Gress on Sita, th: Isdies of the harem shed 
copious tears and with an exceedingly sor- 
rowful heart they told Rama bright with 
aplendour—' Child, this tender lady was not 
directed to dwell in the forest. When in 
accordance with the words of your father 
you go to the lonely forest, Jet us cheer 
ourselves Oh lord, at least with a sight of 
her. In company with Lakshmana, you had 
better go to the forest Oh child, this lovely 
girl is uot fit to live in the forest like a 
hermit. Grant us our prayer Ob son, let 
the fair Sita remain here, since, hound alwaya 
by ties of virtue, you would not yourself 
consent to remain here.’ Hearing those 
words of the ladies the sop of Dasaratha 
tied the bark-dress on Sita of equally pure 
eharacter. When the bark garments had 
been put on by her, the preceptor of the 
King, Vasishtha, bebolding it, addressed these 
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words to Kaikeyi, repressing Sita’s zeal—"Ob- 
evil-hearted sinner, Ob shame of the royal 
race apd name, Oh perverted wretch, you- 
have cheated the King with vile deceit and. 
you are going beyond the pale of truth. Sits 
shall not go to the forest as an exile, Ob you 
lost to all sense of character. She will stay 
here and occupy the sest natarally belonging 
to Rama. Those joined Ly wedlock’s sweet 
control have but ove self and common soul. 
This Site shall rule the Kingdom as Rama's 
own self and soul or if Vaidebi still clings 
to Rama and goes to the forest along with 
him, we will also follow him and the whole: 
of this town also sball go with us. The 
warders of the harem along with their wives. 
eball also go wherever Raghava may go. 
The whole nation taking witb it its stores of 
grain and wealth shall accompany Ragbava, 
Bharata as well as Satrughna will also wear 
the bark-dress and stay in the forest with: 
their elder brother, the foremost of the 
Kakutstbes. You of.vile ways and ever bent 
on harming the psople, may stay here alone- 
and rule this Kingdom unpeopled, barren: 
and desolate. The land over which Rama. 
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reigns not shall oo more bear the name of 
Kingdom ; the forest which Rama wanders 
through shall surely be our Kingdom. It 
does not behove Bharata to rule this earth 
which is not given to him by hie father 
por to stay by you as son if he is really born. 
to this monarch, the lord of the earth. 
Even if you rise from this earth and fly 
to the skies be who knows the history of bis 
forefathers would never do otherwise. 
Therefore although intent on advancing 
your son, you have really brought about bis 
injury. Io all the world none draws his 
breath who loves uot Rama true to his 
death. This day, Oh Knikeyi, you sball 
behold birde, deer and beasts and cows 
from lee and fold turn to the woods in 
Rama's train. Even the trees will 
stand with their heads turned towards him, 
Ob lady, give excellent ornaments to your 
daughter-in-law and remove this bark-drese. 
This bark mantle docs not befit her.” Thug. 
saying Vasishtha dissuaded the wearing 
of that garment. “Ob daughter of the King. 
of Kakayas, you chose to ask for the 
residence of Rama only in the forest. Let. 
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Sita also live with Rama in the forest 
adorning herself daily with beautiful orna- 
ments. Let the royal princess go to the 
forest surrounded by excellent vebicles and 
attendants and costly dresses and all other 
necessities. When you asked for the fulfillment 
of your hoons you did not think of this— 
the departure of Sita.” ‘When tbat foremost 
of Brahmins, that preceptor of the King, 
possessed of unparallelled powers, spoke 
thus, Sita did pot turn from ber resolve to 
follow ber huaband and to do what is good 
-t0 him. 


a 





HEN Sits wore the 
bark garments- 
and, though pose 
sessing 8 lord, 
appeared = pro- 
tectorleas, the peo- 

ple in a body cried aloud ‘Fie on you, Oh. 

Dasaratha’. The King became bighly distres- 

sed on hearing that oud ory and forsook alt 

hopes of duty and fame. That descendant 
of Tkahvaku, heaving hard sighs, spoke to 
his wife thus “Ob Kaikeyi, it does not- 
become Sita to goin this hermit dress of 
kusa and bark. She is tender and young 
and always fit to enjoy pleasures. My 
Preceptor spoke the trath when be said that 
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she is unfit to go tothe forest. What in- 
jury has sabe done snd to whom, that this 
poor girl, the daughter of the best of Kings, 
should in the midst of the public wear the 
bark garments and stand bewildered like 
some poor beggar? Let the daugbter of 
Janaka dispense with the bark garments. 
It does not form part of, the promise I made 
of old, Let the princess proceed to the 
forest in comfort taking with ber all the 
treasures. The cruel promise was duly 
made by me whoam unwortby of this life; you 
have indeed contrived this since your obild- 
hood and surely it will burn me out just as @ 
bamboo is burned ont by ite own blossoms. 
‘Oh wicked woman, even granting that Rama 
‘has done something unfair to you, what 
harm has been done here either te you 
orto me by Vaidebi? With her eyea full 
-and soft like the deer she is gentle, modest, 
“true and mild. What injury will the daughter 
-of Janaka do to you here? Je it not enough 
‘for yon, Ob sinner, thet Rama is to he 
‘banished? What for do you wish to commit 
-more heinous sins by these deeds of youre? 1 
beard you, Oh Iady, repeat to Bama the 
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‘promise I made to you when he came here 
for the purpose of the installation. Now 
you are going beyond that and you will 
surely go to hell since you are eager to see 
Maithili aleo clothed in hermit’s dress.” Thus 
bewailed the noble King without seeing the 
-end of his grief. On account of hia extreme 
-distresa he fell on tbe ground immersed in 
sorrow on account of his son. When the 
father spoke thus, Rama who wus ready to 
start to the forest told these words to him 
who was sitting with drooping head. ‘Ob 
just King, here stands my dear mother 
Kausalya who has earned a name by her 
virtues, who ie aged and of noble character 
‘and who does not blame you, Ob lord, on any 
account. On account of my separation, 
‘Ob granter of boons, she has now reached 
the ocean of grief, she who did not till now 
experience any pain. Henee it behoves you 
to treat her gently and with kindness. 
Adored by you who are worthy of all honour 
-she must bs treated in such a way that abe 
-will not feel the grief on account of her son. 
‘Wrapt in constant thougbt of ma she would 
indeed live for your sake, poor mother. 
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Ob peer of Mahendra I pray you to be kind 
to her and to treat my motber so yery 
gently that when 1 dwell afar in the forest, 
she may not, emaciated with grief on my 
behalf, resign her life and pags on to the abode- 
of Yama. 








N company with bis wives 
th. King heard the words 
of Rama and saw bim 
dressed in the ascetic 
garb. He lost conscious- 
ness and consumed with 
grief, he could not look 

: on Raghava and even. if 

‘be looked on bim the highly attticted King 

-could not talk anything. For about an hour 

the Kivg was as it were lifeless and 

extremely distressed. The mighty armed 
one cried aloud thinking of Rama -only. 

“Ttbink Lhave in days of yore deprived. 

several of their young ones or else. 1 must 

bave slain several creatures. Henoe only 
thie. calamity bas befallen me. Unless ..the- 
time. comes, life does not go from the-body-. 

Though tormented hy Keaikeyi there ig no 

R. ii. 16 
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death for me who sea my son standing. 
before me bright as ‘fire, wearing tha 
hermit‘s dress having cast off bis owa fine 
garments. All the people are troubled and 
Btievad on account of the deed of that one 
woman. Kaikeyi, having dared this deed of 
gin strives for herself to win the gain.” Fle 
spoke these worde, his eyes grew dim with 
tears, he cried once ‘Ab Rama’ and once only, 
Weak and fainting be could not speak 
further Regaining consciousness in the 
course of an hour, that lord of the earth 
enoke thus to Sumantra:—“ Yoking the 
royal ca: with excellent horses you bad 
better come her: and drive this exalted 
one beyond the limits of the state. This. 
ees to me to be the frait that virtues beer 
to the virtuous—the sending of the brave 
aud the good to the forest by the father 
and the mother." Sumantra beard the words. 
of the Ring and obeyed bim quickly and. 
enorgeticaliy. He yoked the car aad brought 
it to the palace gate with decked horses. 
Phen to the mouarch’s son the charioteer 
sped and raising hands of reverence said 
that ths light car which the gold made fair 
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was standing there yoked with the bastof. 
steeds. Tbe King summoned in haste the 
officer in obarge of the treasury and told 
him, well skilled in place and time, bis pure 
resolve. ‘Bring here quickly for Vaidebi 
highly costly garmeots and precious orna- 
ments of rare excellence, taking into account 
the number of vears she has to live in the 
forest.’ Ordered thus by the lord of men, 
he went to the treasure-house, brought the 
righ ofores and gave them all to Site 
isomediately in bis presence. Then Vaidebi 
of noble descent, ordered to the forest, 
adorned her litabs bearing traces of nobility 
with those lovely ornamente. So well 
adorned and so fair to view, she thrown 
glory throughout the hall, justas the lord 
of light flioga bis radiance over the sky 
when he dawaos. Embracing her with both 
her hands, her mother-in-law told Maithili 
‘of noble behaviour after kissing her on her 
forehead, “In this world below. faithiess 
wives loved and cherished every day by 
their husbands, neglect their lords and die~ 
obey. him, when dark misfortune befalls 
him. This isthe nature of womec. After 
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enjoying long days of sommon bliss, when 
some Slight misery happena, they ahuse their 
hbitshande and even forsake them. Youthful 
wives are thankleas, false in soul with roving 
hearts that spuro contro!, brooding on sin 
and quickly cbanged. In one minute their 
love is estranged. No glorious deed or 
fineage fair, no kvowledge, gift or tender 
are can bind in chains of lasting love a 
woman's light and inconstant mind; but 
those good ladies who still maintain what 
right, {ruth, scripture and vale ordain, there 
is no holier or purer thing for them than their 
busbands.: So.take care not to negleot thia son 
af. mine who has been banished. “Whether 
rich or poor let him be your god.” Sita heard 
these .words of Kausalya full of virtuous 
significance and with folded: ‘bands’ she 
replied to her mother-in-law face to face, 
“AN. will Ido, forgetting naught, which you, 
‘Ob honoured ‘mother, have taught: JI know, 
have: begrd, -end -have stored desp in ny 
‘bart the rules of duty to my Jord.- It does 
not bébove'you, Ob noble lady; to inélude ine 
inthe: category of the -faitHteas multitude. 
It-'3a nob:-possiale for mato swerve from 
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virtne just as it is not possible for the light 
to depart from the Moon. Tha atringless tute 
gives forth no strain, the wheellesa car dose 
not move, similarly a woman without a 
husband enjoys no happiness though ehe 
may have one hundred sons. Limited is tle 
gift of the father, limited is the gift of the 
mother and limited hkewise is that of the 
eon but unlimited being the gift of the 
husband, who will not honour him? I-am 
thus well posted up in the pros and cdne of 
virtue and kave become an adept in it.. How 
ean I disvegard my husband, Ob lady? Hue- 
bands are indeed the true gods for their 
wives." Hearing these pleasing worde of 
Sita which went directly to her heart 
Rausalya, pure in heart, gave ready vent to 
her tears that aprang of joy and wos. Then 
with folded bande the highly virtuous Rama 
approached hig mother who was: specially 
honoured in the midst of his mothers and 
told her these words—“Ob mother, pray 
don't subject yourself to grief but look after 
my father. The period of residence in the 
forest will elapse very quickly. Tha nine 
ad five years of my exile will fly away for 


246 RAMAYANA. (39—80 


‘you as if in sleap and when that is completed 
you will find me back bere surfounded by my 
friends." Having thus spoken to his mother 
out of affection, be beheld all hie other 
mothers three bundred and filty in nansber. 
‘Tho son of Dasaratha, finding those mothers 
aleo sintilarly afilicted, folded bie hands and 
told them these words fraught with virtue 
“It I bave said anything barsh to you in 
consequence of familiarity or if J bave done 
anything wrong out of ignorance, pray for- 
give me for the same and now adieu, I bid 
good bye to all of you.” When all those 
ladiee heard these words of Raghava ful! of 
nobility and virtue their minds were lost in 
grief. As Ragbava spoke thus tbere arose 
loud wait from the wives of the lord of men 
like the eries of tha Krannchi birés. The abode 
of Dasarathe which used of old to resound 
with the joyous notes of muraja, panava, 
megha and other such musical instuments now 
rang with the sound of high wailing, with 
the lamentation and the cry, the shriek, the 
choking sob and the sigh that told the ladies’ 
woes, 





CAXTO XL. 


HEN Rama and Sits and 
Lakshmana with folded 
hands appreacbed the 
king and meekly went 
round him. After taking 
leave of bim, the virtuous 
Raghava, in company 
with Sita, howed before 

bis motber, bewildered with grief. Following 

his brotber, Lakshmansa bowed to Kausalya 
and then again took hold of the feet of his 
mother Sumitra. As be was howing, the 

‘weeping mother, desirous of bis welfare, 

kissed him on the forebend and addressed 

the highly powerful Lekshmana thus:— 

“You, who are well attached to’ your 
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fried, arelnow left free to dwell in the 
forpet, ; Do! not be careless, Ob sor, towards 
your’, * Grother Rama in his -wanderings. 
Afilioted or prosperous he is your sole refuge, 
Oh faultless one. Thie is the rule of the 
good in this world viz., the younger brothers. 
should be under the contro! of the elder. 
This is certainly the right line of conduot 
for you since it is the eternal rale in this 
family—gifts and vows during sacrifices and 
sparing not the body during battles. Koow 
Rama to be Dasaratha, and know the 
duughter of Janaka to be myself. Oonsider 
the forest to be Ayodhya and with these 
thoughts, go forth, Oh child, in comfort.” 
Thus addressing Lakshmuna who was quite 
teady to follow bis dear brother - Rama 
Bumitra said again and again “Go, Go.” 
Then Sumantra, welt versed in etiquette, 
bumbly addveesed Kakutetha with folded 
bands just like Matali addressing Indra. 
“Bo pleased to ascend the Car, Oh illustrious 
prince. May good betide you. I ghall take 
you quickly, Oh Rama, to the place direoted 
by you. The fourteen years that you have: 
-to live in the forest have to commence from: 
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this very day. Thus has the Queen urged 
you.” After completing her toilet and 
adornments, Sita, the hest of womankind, 
ascended, with a delighted heart, the car 
that shone bright as the Sun. Then the two 
brothers Rama and Lakshmana quickly 
@prang on the bright shining car adorned 
with gold. The father-in-law gave Sita who 
was following her busband sufficient clothes 
and ornaments, after taking count of the 
period of their residence in the forest. 
Similarly there were placed on the floor of 
the car, a number of weapons, coats of 
mail for the brothers, a leather basket and+ 
aspade. Seeing that the two brothers with 
Sita as the third have ascended the car, 
Sumantra urged on the horses of noble 
breed who matched the rushing wind in 
speed. When Rama started thus for a long 
residence in the dreary forest, cbill numbing 
grief aseailed the town, all strength grew 
weak and allspirit failed. There was wild 
tumultuous confusion throughout Ayodhya 
and @ mighty uproar was caused by the 
med and furious elephant» and by the 
neighings of borsee. Then all the city, 
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. young and old, wild with their sorrow un- 
controlled, ruched efter the car of Rama 
just ag the panting herds, aftticted with the 
‘beat of the Sun, run to water. They eagerly 
clung to the sides of the car and to its back 
and with faces full of tears they addressed 
him in a highly plaintive voice. ‘Oh 
charioteer, restrain the reins of the horees; 
drive gently and slowly; we will once more 
gaze on Rama who could not he seen by us 
hereafter for many more days. Surely the 
heart of the mother of Rama is without 
doubt, made of steel, since it is not shattered 
by the sight of the departure of her godlike 
son Rama to the forest. Blessed is Vaidehi 
following her bushend like a shadow. 
Attached to virtue she does not forsake bim 
aa the Sunlight forsakes not mount Meru 
Blessed are you also, Oh Lakshmana, since 
you are serving your ever-truthful brother 
Rama of divine splendour. Noble indeed 
is this thy resolve and high is your pros- 
perity. The fact that you follow bim—this 
is certainly the road to heaven.” Speaking 
thus, the people who followed their beloved 
prince, the joy of the Ikshvakus, were not 
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able to contro! their tears that rolled down 
in torrente. 


Thon the grivi-atricken King, surrounded 
with big mournful wives came out of his 
abode saying “I shall see my dear aon.” 
He heard a mighty noise in front of bim 
proceeding from the weeping women just 
like the noise made by she-elepbants when o 
great male-elephent is taken captive. The 
fatber of Rama, the illustrious Kakutetha 
appeared then shorn of splendour just like 
the full moon at the time of its being 
eclipsed by the planet. At that time the 
illustrious and incomprebensible Rama, the 
son of Dasaratha urged hie charioteer to 
drive the horses with greater speed. Rama 
said to the charioteer “Drive fast”, the 
people said “stop.” Thus urged in the way, 
the obarloteer was cot able to do hoth ways 
stonce. When the highly powerful Rama 
went out, the dust of the roads raised by the 
wheels of the car was laid to rest by the 
torrents of tears that poured down from the 
weeping townspeople. Weak and pitiful 
with weeping tears, and senseless with the 
ories of ‘Ale, Alna,” the whole town be~ 
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came highly distressed at the departure of 
Rama. ‘The tears caused by woo fell down 
from the eyes of females just like the rain- 
drops from the lotuses shaken by the dia- 
turbing movemente of the fish. When he, 
the king of high renown, saw that one- 
thought held all the town, he fell down in 
grief like a tree whose root bas been out 
away. Then there arose 9 mighty ory from 
behind Rama's car from the people who saw 
the King faint under the grief too great to 
bear. Some people cried “ Alas Rama,” 
others cried “Ab, Rama’s mother.” Thus 
all the people wept aloud along with the 
tadies of the Zenana. 


Theo turning back, Rama saw that his 
sorrow-stricken and bewildered father, the: 
King, along with his mother, was following 
his track. Bound by the bonds of dharma he 
could not well hetbwid his mother just like 
a young calf hound by strings. As he cnet 
one mourntul look on bis parenta with their 
weary feet—parents who, used to bliss, should 
ride ia cara acd who should never be tried 
by sorrow— he urged on the cbarioteer to 
drive faster. Ag when the driver's torturing. 
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‘hook goads on an élepbant, the look of father 
and mother in despair was more than Rama's 
héart could bear. As the cows return to the 
stalls which bold the catves ior whom they 
yearn, 30 to the car did the mother of Rama 
try toran. Several times did Rama look on 
his mother as with eries of woe she ran after 
the car with wild gestures resembling dancing 
and cried aloud “ Ab Rama, Rama, Ah Sita, 
Ab Laksbmaoa” and shed copious tears en 
account of Rama, Lakshmana and Sita, The 
King cried aloud “Stop” and Rama said 
“On, on, speed away.” Between these 
sontradictory instruetiona Sumantra felt 
himself as between two wheels. Rama told 
Sumantra “If you até taken to task by the 
King yoo may tall bin ‘I did not hear you’, 
but now drive on since a lengthened woe ia 
hitterest pain.” In abedience to the words 
of Rama, the chariotéer diemiesed the crowd 
that pressed towards-t and urged op the 
horses which were already ruuning fast. The 
King's attendants thén turned back after 
going round Rama, but mentally and by the 
awilt flow of their tears the people did not 
duro back. Then the winisters told that 
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mighty monarch Dasarathe thus—"He that 
is etpeoted to return should not be followed 
far’ With perspiring limbs and drooping 
mien, the King heard their exceedingly wise 
counsel and stopped short; Still on their 
son, the distressed King and Queen kept fast 
their lingering eyes. 





CANTO XLI. 
i. as 
Aaa Re 


ae “OLDING their bands the 





two tigers among meo 
went out of the city and 
then there arose from 
the ladies’ bower a 
inichty ory of distress. 
“Where goes be uow, 
our lord, the sure pro- 
tector of the friendlese poor, in whom the 
wretched aud the weak were wont to seek 
defence and aid? He turned aside ai! words 
ot wrath and even when oureed never 
replied in ire. He shared his people’s woe 
and atilled the troubled breast which rage 
bad filled. Where goss that highly noble 
and effulgent one now, he who always 
looked on each of us as on his own mother 
Kausalya? Harassed by Kaikeyi, the King 
thas ordered him to the foreat. Where goes 
he now, be who is the protector of the whole 
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world and its peoples? Ab, seuscleas King, 
to drive away the hope of men, their guard 
and stay, to banish to the distant wood, 
Rama, the duteous, true aud good!” Thus 
Jid the royal dames, like cows beteaved of 
their young calves, weep bitterly oppreseed 
with grief and ery ulond = Tho Lord of 
Harth beard the terrible ery of distress 
proceeding trom the Zenana aud consumed 
by the grief for his dear sou, he hecune 
mightily atiticted. The housebolders did 
not pertorm the «agneketra thor did they 
cook in their houses The subjects did not 
perforra any of their duties and meanwhile 
the Sun bad get, The elephants flung their 
food aside aud the cowa denied milk to their 
thirety calves. Mothers were uot pleased 
at the sight of their first-born. Trisanku 
Lohitanga, Brthaspat:, Lethe, and all the 
Planeta spproached the Moon and stood 
with fieree aspects, The lunar stare with- 
held their light and tho planets were no 
Jonger bright and the Visakhas lit the air 
with their horrid glare. As the mighty 
sagan besves and ravea when tossed, by 
the fary of the periodical Tempest, thus all 
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Ayodhya reeled when Rama went to the 
forest. All the Quarters were agitated as 
though surrounded hy darknese. Neither 
did-the planets nor the stars emit any light 
whatever. Chilling grief end dark despair 
fell suddenly on all men there Their 
wonted pastime all forgot, nor thought of food 
or touched it not. And ceaselessly consumed 
by grief and breathing-long drawn-ous sighs, 
all the peopte in Ayodhya sympatbised with 
the monarch of the world. Crowds in the 
royal street were seen with weeping eye and 
troubled mien: no more a people gay and 
clad, each bead and heart was sick and sad. 
No more did the wind blow cool, no more 
was the Moon pleasant to see. The Sun did 
not glow and the whole world was plunged 
in woe. Song, brothers, husbands and wives 
forgot the ties that bound them to each other 
and ail of them thought of Rama only. 
Deprived of sense and oppressed by the 
burden of sorrow, the friend of Rama turned 
not to slumbés ox repees. Like Bartti with all 
her mountains bereft of Purandara, Ayodbys, 
bereft of the noble Rama, was fiercely 
R. ii, 1? 
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troubled by fear and sorrow’s force and shook 
with many a throe, while elephant, warrior 
and borse sent up the ory of woe. 





CANTO XLIL. 


S long as was seen afar the 
dust that marked tke course 
of Rama's car, the glory of 
Tkshvaku’s race did not 
turn away bis eager free. 
As long as he bebeld his 
dear and exceedingly virtu- 
ons son, 80 long he appeared 

to grow in size as it were on the ground 

eager after seeing his son. But when he 
sould not view even the dust that marked 
the course of Rama, he fell down on the 
ground fainting and overcome with grief. 
Tmmediatety the Queen Kausalya supported 
bim on the right by taking bold of his right 
band and Kaikeyi, tbe beloved of Bharata, 
came to the left side. The King, within 
whose ordered soul Justice and Virtue beld 
control, turned to Kaikeyi and ssid with 
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distressed sonses—“ Touch not my body, Ob 
Kaikeyi whose soul can plot all gin, touch 
me not. You are neither a loving wife nor 
a relation to me. Never again would I look 
on you. I will have nothing to do with 
your retinue nor they with me. You whose 
selfish heart seeks only worldiy wealth and 
who have given up all virtue, 23 well as your 
hand which I held in wedlock avd the 
steps that I took round the fire, all these 
Trensunce both in this world and in the 
next. It Bharata too be glad at having 
obtained this vast Kingdom, let not the 
funeral offerings given by him reach ine.” 
Then having raised that lord of men who 
was covered all over with dust, Queen 
Kausalya, stricken with grief, turned hack. 
As one whose hand has toucbed the fire, or 
lain a Brahmin in his ire, he felt his heart 
torn with sorrow, still thinking of his 
forlorn son. Each step was a torture to 
him as each step showed the tracks of the 
ebsriot and care and anguish darkened him 
just as the eclipsed Sun grows dim. As he 
thougbt of his dear son again and again 
he became distraught by woe and orled 
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sloud. And when he learnt that the car 
conveying his son had sped beyond the sity, 
be said thus—‘‘I still bebold the foot-prints 
made by the good horses that conveyed my 
sou afar, but that noble Rame is not to be 
seen, Ab, my son, my first and best, who 
was wont to rest on pleasant couches, with 
limbs perfumed with sandal and fanned by 
many afair beauty’s tender bands, he will 
surely lie down to-day underneath some 
tree with a log or a stone as a pillow, 
Neglected and covered over with dust, he 
will rise up from the ground heaving long 
eigbs, just like the busLand elephant coming 
forth from the mountain sides. The 
dwellers of the forest will surely bebold the 
tong-armed hero, the lord of the world, roused 
from bis hed, roam about in the forest like 
one helpless, That beloved daughter of 
Tanaka, always used to all comforte will surely” 
Teach the forest to-day, worn ard tired with 
the piercing thorns. Not accustomed 
to the forest, she will surely get frightened 
at the wild beasts’ deep roaring there, whose 
voices lift the shuddering hair. Oh Kaikeyi, 
Glorify yourself in your having obtained 
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your desire, Enjoy the Kingdom a8 a 
widow. For bereft of that tiger among men, 
I do not care to live.” Thus lamenting, 
the King, surrounded by crowds of people, 
entered the best of towns like one, newly 
bathed after the performance of the funeral 
ceremonies. Whichever side he turned, naught 
met his gaze bus empty horses, courts and 
ways. The bazars and the temples were 
all closed. Countless feet no longer trod 
the royal street. All were thinking of Rama 
only and were weak, worn and woe-subdued. 
Beholding the city in such 2 plight, the 
King entered his abode just a3 the Sun sinks 
into the cloud. The royal residence, now 
bereft of Rama, Vaidebi and Lakshmana 
looked like a deep and unagitated pit from 
which the serpent hag been borne away 
by Garuda, the king of birds. Then with 
choking sobs and voice half-spent, the King 
renewed his sad lament and with broken 
utterance faint and low, scarce could he 
speak these words of woe— Lead me on 
quickly to the abode of Kausalya, the mother 
of Rama. In no other place will there be 
any relief for my heart.” When he said 
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thus, the wardera of the palace took him 
to the abode of Kausalya and Jaid bim there 
meekly, Even after he entered the abode 
of Kausalya and rested himself on the couch, 
his mind was extremely agitated. The King 
beheld the palace bereft of his two rons 
and devoid of his daughter-in-law just like 
the sky without the Moon. And eseing it 
the voble and heroic monarch raised aloft 
his’ hands and in a loud voice cried out 
“Alas Raghava,. you bave forsaken me. 
Happy are those favoured people ~ho sball 
live at that time and behold the return of 
Rama and embrace him on his return.” 
Then came the night, whose bated gloom 
fell oo him Tike the night of doom. At 
midnight Dasaratha spoke thus to Kaugalya, 
—'‘My sight which followed Rama has 
not yet returned. I do not see you, Oh 
Kausalya. Touch me wel! with your hand.” 
Then that Queen heiicid the lord of men, 
lying on the bed with al] bis thoughts 
engrossed solely on Rama, sat by him and 
with a highly distressed heart, sighed hard 
and bewailed much. 


Sie 





CANTO XLII. 


AREFULLY observing the 
monarch lying on the couch 
with grief, Kausalya, dis- 
tressed on account of the 
separation from her sox, 
spoke thus to the Jord of the 
earth—-" Having vented her 
venom upon Raghava, the 

tiger among men, Kaikeyi will now roam 
about like a she-serpeot that is set free. 

Hoeving obtained her deeire by the banish- 

ment of Rama she will be all the more eager 

to frighten me still further here at home, 
just like a wicked serpent. If Bama bad 

“atayed here in the town begging his food 

frora door to door or even if my son had 

been enslaved to do Kaikeyi’s will, even 
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these would have been a boon highly 
preferable to his hanishment. But Kaikeyi, 
in her free will, chose to burl down Rama 
from his high estate just like the demon's 
portion of the oblations offered by the 
Ahitagnt during the parvas. The mighty 
armed and heroic bowman with his gait 
resembling the king of elephants, surely 
enters the forest with bis wife aud with 
Laksbmana. Despatched by you to the 
woods at the command of Kaikeyi, to what 
plight will they, not inured to privations, be 
reduced in the forest? Bereft of ornaments, 
these youngsters of tender years, banished 
atthe ripe time of enjoyment, how would 
they meekly live in the forest with fruits 
and roots as their food? Oh, that my years 
of woe were passed and the glad hour were 
come at last, when I shall see bere my dear 
children, Raina, with his wife and with 
Lakehmana! When will those two heroes 
return as from sleep and go back to Ayodhya 
and when will the famous Ayodhya, 
beholding the return from the forest of the 
two tigers among men, become wild with 
Glee, decked with wreaths and uplifted 
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banners and dance with joy just like the 
ocean during the full moon? When will the 
Strong-armed hero Rama drive through the 
city, placing Sita before him in the oar, just 
like a mighty bull following che cow? When 
will thousands of people meet my eons in 
the royal roads and throw, in joyous 
welcome, fried grains on those two repressors 
of foes ag they enter the town? When will 
T bebold those two, resembling two mountains 
with their peaks, enter the town with 
lovely ear-rings and with their weapons 
and swords? When shall youthful bands 
of twice-horn maidens, bearing in theic 
bands fruits and flowers in goodly show, 
go civeling round Ayodbya with gladdened 
bearts? Witb the ripened judgment of a 
gage and godlike in his blooming age, when 
sball my virtuous son return to cheer our 
hearts like timely rain? Undoubtedly, Oh 
bero, in a former life, | think I bave moat 
erueily ent off the udders of the kine and 
left their thirsty calves to pine. On account 
of that sin, Oh tiger among men, I am now 
forcibly deprived by Kaikeyi of my son to 
«whom I am so very fondly attached, just like 
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a cow being robbed of ite calf by the lion. I 
do not care to live bereft of my only son. 
who is endowed with all virtuous qualities 
and who is well-versed in all the sastras. 
There is no zest in life for me here when 
1 do not see my heloved son, mighty armed 
and bigbly powerfuk As in summer tbe 
divine suo burns this earth with his fierce 
rays, even so this reging fire of grief, caused 
by the separation from my son, consumed 
me.” 








CANTO XLIY. 





- ; S the beet of dames, Knu- 
: salya, was lamenting 
thus, Sumitra, ever abid- 
ing in virtue, spoke to 
her these words full 
of dharma:—" Your son, 
Oh noble lady, is graced 
with all virtues and stands fore:nost among 
men. Why then do you bewail thus or 
weep bitterly ’ If the powerful Rama bag 
hastened to the woods leaving the kingdom, 
it is for the purpose of making the words of 
bis noble father gocd and true. Thus Rama 
clings to the path of virtue, the path to 
which the righteous cleave and which 
warely confera permanent welfare hereafter. 
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Buch an excellent one should never be 
grieved for. And the faultless Lakehmana 
too, kind to ail creaturen, follows always the 
same noble course and this is certainly to 
the advantage of tbat noble soul. And Sita, 
who is worthy of al! tender care and who 
knows well the hardabips of iorest-life, 
still follows your virtnous son. Virtuous, 
true and careful of hia vow, your son bas 
now unfurled the banner of his fame through 
all the world. What has he leit to aim at 
now? Waell-knowing the unequalled purity 
and greatness of Rama, the Sun js not 
likely to afflict him with the heat of bis rays. 
Throngh the forest glades, a soft auspicious 
breeze shall spring for him and bring its 
tempered heat and cold to play around bim 
af all times. The Moon, with its cool beams, 
shall delight the faultiess hero during nights 
when he is lying down and eball soothe bin 
with the soft caress of a fond parent's 
tenderness. Beholding the lord of avuras, 
the son of Timidhvaja slain in battle by the 
highly effulgent Rama, the God Brahms 
gave 66 him the divine astras. Sueh @ hero, 
such s tiger among men, relying on the’ 
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atrength of his own arms, will fearlessly 
dwell in the forest as io bis own house. 
His stricken foemen fall and die whenever 
he lets bis arrows fiy; and is that prince of 
peerless worth too weak to keep and sway 
the earth? His sweet pure soni, hia 
beauty’s charm, bis hero-heart and warlike 
arm will soon redeem his rightful reign when 
he comes again from the woods. He will be 
the sun of the sun, the fire cf the fire and 
the lord of the lord : he will be the lustre of 
the lustrous, the fame of the famone and 
the patience of the forbearing; He is the 
God of the Gods and the foremost of all 
oreatures. Whether in the kingdom or in 
the town what evil qualities could te found 
in him, Ob lady? That beat of men, Rama, 
is sure to be installed in the kingdom along 
with these three 7#3., the Earth, Vaidehi 
and the Goddess of fortune. He, seeing 
whose departure all the people of Ayodhya 
became distressed with overwhelming grief 
and shed heart-rending tears, the same 
irrepressible lord, as be went his way 
wearing kuea and bark-dress, was followed 
by Lakebmi in the guise of Site. Hence 
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what is there that is unattainable by bim ? 
And what is there that isincapable of being 
attained by bim when in front of him goes 
forth Laksbmana hintself, the best of those 
that wield the bow, with his arrows, swords 
and astras? You shall surely see your son 
return again after completing the period of 
tesidence in the forect. Leave off thy grief 
and gloom, Ol! lady, I am speaking to you 
the truth. Youu sball, Oh faultless and 
auspicious lady, see your son rise up like 
the moon and worship with his head both 
these feet of yours. You shall soon shed 
tears of joy on seeing your son re-enter the 
Kingdom and installed there in all glory. 
Do not grieve, Oh lady, do not Iament. Evil 
eannot touch Rama. You shall soon sea 
your son along with Sita and Lakshmana. 
Oh sinless one, It is for you now to conzole 
all these people. Why then, Ob revered 
lady, do you suffer your heart to be thus 
overpowered? It does not bebove you to 
grieve, Ob lady, because Rama is your son 
and there is noue else in this world besides 
Rama who etieka to the virtuous path, 
Beholding your son bow to you in the 
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company of his friends, you shall coon shed 
tears of joy just like the cloud during the 
rainy season. Your son, capable of granting 
al) boons, shall soon re-enter Ayodhya and 
with hie soft and tender bande presse your 
feet. As the long chains of cloud pour thair 
water when they see the bill, so shall the 
drops of rapture soon rac from thy glad eyes 
to see your son returning, as be lowly bends 
to greet thee, surrounded by all his friends.’’ 
Thus the fair and faultless lady Sumitra, 
ekilled in uttering refreshing words, soothed 
and consoled the mother of Rama by her 
soft and varied words and then ceased 
talking. Hearing those worde of the 
mother of Likshmana, the grief of the 
wother of Rama and the wife of the lord of 
man immediately left ber body just as the 
light autumnal cloud surcharged with alight 


we 








EARNING after the noble 
Rama, brave and tue, 
the people followed bim 
when he went to dwell 
in the forest, Eveu 
when the King in the 
midst of bis friends was 
restrained from pro- 
‘seeding further, these people who followed 
the car of Rama did not turn back. For, 
they who dwelt in Ayodbya felt such fond 
.affection for him, who, coupled with all grace 
and glories high, wae the dear full moon of 
-every eye, Though entreated much by bis 
people, Kakutstha was firm in hin rescive to 
make bis father’s words true and prooseded 
to the forest only. Deep in the hero's bosom 

their love, whose signs hig glad eye 
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drank. He spoke in a loving tone to obeer 
them, as his own dear children, “ Whatever 
fove and regard are had for me by those who- 
dwell in Ayodhya, let the same be transferred 
in greater measure to Bharata, in order 
that I may be pleased. For he of auspicious 
behaviour, the enhancer of the joy of Kaikeyi, 
will duly do whatever is good and pleasant 
to you. In judgment old, in years a child, 
with heroic victues meek and mild, a fitting: 
lord is he to cheer his people and remove- 
their fear. Coupled with all royal qualities, 
aod selected as the yuvaraja, he is by far 
gxeater than me. I¢ behoves you to obey 
your master's commands. If you are eager’ 
to do what would be pleasing to me, it 
behaves you to act in such a way that the 
moperch may not grieve when J am gone to- 
the forest." The more the son of Dasaraths 
adbered to the path of filial duty, the more: 
the people longed for Rama as their lord. 
Rama, it company with the son of Sumitra,. 
appeared as it were to bind more closely 
with the chords of his excellent qualities. 
and draw towards him the townspeople: 
who were all meek and filled with teare. 


5—20] AYODHYAKANDA. 318 


The saintly twice-born, triply old, in know- 
ledge, age and energy, with hoary heads 
that shook, reised their voices and spoke 
slond from distance. “ Ob steeds, best and 
noblest, who whirl Rama’s car ao swiftly, go 
not, but return and be to your master kind 
and trae. Dumb creatures do indeed have 
ears to listen and especially so the borees. 
Therefore heaving our cries of entreaty you 
had better return. Pure by the observance 
of dharma, heroic and firm ic keeping his 
nobie vows, your Jord should indeed be taken 
into the city and not away from it to the 
forest.” As soon at he saw those aged 
twice-born men stand there lamenting in 
their misery, Rama got down in haste from 
the car and in company with Sita and 
Lakshmana, Kama, bouud to the forest, 
went on foot to their side suiting his stride 
to that of those old people. He could not 
with pitying heart and tender eye, bear to 
pass in bis chariot the twice born throng as 
wearled!y they walked along. When they 
noticed the steps of Rama etill pursuing his 
anward course, woe sbook the troubled 
heart of each and-burot with grief, they 
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spoke thus:—" With thee, Oh Rama, to the 
wood all Brahmins go, as well aa all Brabmin- 
hood. Borne on our aged shoulders see our 
tires of worship go with thee. Behold these 
bright umbrellas got from the Vajapeya 
sacrifices borne behind you like cloudiete in 
the autuma wind. With theee umbrellas got 
from the Vajapeya sacrifice, we will give 
shade to you, vow destitute of your own white 
ambrella, when you aball feel the beat of the 
solar rays. That intelligence of ours which 
slwaya follows the Vedic mantras ia now 
turned towards you, Oh cbild, and is ready 
to follow you to the forest. Deep in our 
aged bosoms lies the Vedic lore, the wealth 
we prige, just as our wives protested by 
their chaste and dutiful conduct live at 
home only. There is no necessity to make 
any fresh resolve, since our hearts are 
already well fixed to follow you. If you 
yourself neglect dharma, what dharma is 
there for us to eagerly expect? Ob noble 
prinee, retrace thy way. Hear us, Ob Rama, 
ae .we lay, with many tears and many 
prayere, our aged heads and swan-white 
baire low in the dust before thy feet. Fal? 
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many of these who now run with thee bad 
just begun their saorifloial rites and their 
completion depends, Ob shild, on thy return. 
All rooted life and things that move cherish 
deep affection to you, Ob Rama, and you are 
when, entreated by such devotion you had 
better show some favour. Tall towering trees 
deprived of motion since rooted fast to the 
earth and hence incapable of following you, 
are hewailing loudly in groana and sighs 
when the wild wind ruebes by. The gay 
birds do no more flit through the air, but 
foodless and in # meloncholy mood, sit 
together on the trees and appeal to you 
whose kind beart feels for all.” Ae the aged 
Brabmins wailed thus with wild lamentations 
with the object of turning him baok, the 
river Tamasa seemed to help them by 
obstructing the course of Raghave. Then 
Sumantra freed from the car the weary 
steeds and groomed them with utmost heed. 
He bathed and dried their timbs and after 
toaking them drink water, he allowed them 
to roam at pleasure in the grassy mead 
not far from tie Tamasa river. 


ie 





CANTO XLVI. 


RRIVED at the delighttal 
hanks of the Tamsea, Rama, 
the chief of Raghu’s race, 
first looked on Site and 
then spoke thus to Lakeh- 
mana, the son of Sumitra. 
“Since we started on our 
way tothe forest, this is the 

Girst night that has descended on us. Joy to 

thee, Saumitri; do not grieve for our dear home 

and all we have left bebind. Behold these 
empty foreste weeping aa it were all around 
uu, as the beasts and birds that iohabit it 
retire to their respective abodes for rest. 

To-day the city of Ayodhys, the capital of 

my father's kingdos, with its men and 
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‘women, will surely grieve for us who have 
-departed thence. For indeed, Oh best of 
-men, by the numerous good qualities, the 
people are attached to the King, yourself 
and myself ae algo to Bharata and Satraghna, 
1 feel deeply for our father and our illustrious 
‘mother, lest weeping for us bitterly, they 
blind their eyes with endless tears. Bharata 
is really very virtuous and he will surely 
sonsole our father and my mother with 
‘words full of dharma, artha, ard kama, 
When J consider over and over op Bharata’s | 
“kind Jove, I do not grieve, Oh Lakshmana, 
for our father and mother. You have done 
the right thing, Oh tiger among men, in 
following me to the forest; else I should 
‘have sought elsewhere for help to guard 
Vaidehi, I will spend this night, Oh Saumitri, 
partaking of pure water only. This is just 
-what I like though the forest provides varied 
store.” 


Having spokes thua to Lakehmana, Rama 
-turued to Sumantra and addressed him 
‘thus :—" Be most diligent to-night, my 
-friend, and tend the horses with due ears.” 
‘When the Sun bad set, Sumavira fastened 
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the horses side by side, gase them plenty 
of grass and then retarned. Having duly 
performed the auspicious evening Sandhya, 
they obeserved the shades of night falling 
around them. Then the charioteer, in 
company with Saumitri, prepared a bed for 
Rama. Seeing that bed made of the leaves 
of trees on the banks of the Tamasa, Rama, 
along with his wife and Saumitri, occupied it. 
When Lakehmans saw that his brother aud 
his wife were sound asleep, he began to 
narrate in detail to the charioteer the various 
qualities of Rama. Even as the eon of 
Sumitra, remaininglawake the whale night, 
was engaged on the banks of the Tamaca in 
expatiating to the charioteer on the numerous 
virtues of Rama, the Sun arose, Thus near the 
ebore of the river Tamasa, over which 
numerous herda of cows always wandered, 
Rame stayed that night along with the- 
subjeote. Rising up early in the morning, the 
highly offulgent Bama saw bis eubjecta 
sleeping and told his brother Laskhmana 
of auspicious marks—" Behold now, Oh. 
Lakehmane, these people reclining at the 
roots of trees, having resigned all thoughts 
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of their houses and esriag for us only with 
ail their heart and soul. The resolve that 
these townemen have made to somehow turn 
us back is very firm and they would even 
give up their lives in their attempt and 
{ am eure they would never give up their 
resolve, Come, while they sleep all unconscious, 
jot ua lightly get qn our chariot and spaed 
swiftly on our journey with naught to 
impede our progress. No more shall these 
inhabitants of the city of the Lkshvakus 
sleap underneath the trees following me 
still on account of their attachment to me. 
A prince sbould beat with tender care the 
self-brought woes which hia people fee! and 
abould never let his subjects share the 
hardships he is foroed to bear.” 

Lakshmana then replied thus to Rama who 
stood there as Virtue embodied—" Your sug- 
gestion commends iteelf very much to me, 
Ob wiee brother. Speedily ascend the oar." 
Then Rama asked Sumantra to yoke the 
horses to the car eaying “I will go henoa to 
the forest quick!y, Oh lord.” Then the 
charioteer, in all haste, yoked the horses 
to the chariot and with fokted hands res- 
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_pectfully informed Rama thus:—‘ Your car 
ig ready yoked, Oh highly powerful hero, 
-Qh bravest of the chariot-borne; May 
you be pleased to get into the same 
slong with Sita and Lakshmana; may good 
~betide you.” Climbing the car with all his 
equipments, the best of Raghu's race crossed 
She Tamaga, the rapidly rushing river abound- 
ing in eddies. Having crossed the river, the 
mighty-armed und illustrious Rama came 
upon a road both wide and clear of thorns 
and where even the timid nead not fear for 
anything. In order to deceive the towns- 
people, Rama directed the charioteer thus— 
“Ob charioteer, seated in the chariot, drive 
vorthward. Speeding fast for about an bour 
in that direction, turn then the other way so 
that the citizens may not perceive the course 
followed. Pray attend to thia carefully.” 


Hearing the words of Rama, the charioteer 
did necordingly. On his return he informed 
Rama that the car was ready. Then those 
two perpetrators of the race of Raghu, in 
company with Sits, seated themselves on the 
ar that stood ready yoked and immediately 
the charioteer urged the horses to proceed 
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‘by the road that led to the penance-grove. 
~Seated on the oar along with the sharioteer the 
-90n of Dasaraths, the mighty car-warrior, 
‘drove to the forest after firet turning the 
‘bead of the oar towards the North on 
-agoouns of its producing all anspicionsness 
during the journey. 








HEN night gave place to 
dawn of day, the towne- 
people roge up and not 
finding Rama hy them, 
they became  grief- 
stricken and motionless 
with bewildered senses. 
The woe-born tears were 

ruuniog fast as they cast their eyes all 

around and looked highly distressed, but 
they could not find a single trace of Rama. 

Bereft of Rama good and wise, with drooping 

sheer and weeping eyes, the woe-dietracted 

sages gave went to their eorrow by means 
of wild laments. “Woe to the eloap that 
stole our senses with its beguiling influence,. 
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that now we look in vain for Rama of the 
broad chest and stalwart limb. How could 
the strong-armed hero adopt this deceitiul 
course and go out to the forest abandoning 
all his devoted followers? How can he, who 
used to cherish us always as a fo: father 
the children bora of his womb, how ean the 
pride of Ragbu’s race abandon us and resort 
to the forest? Here let us all prepare for 
death or start on the last (ircat Journey. 
Nor that we are bereft of Rama, whut ie the 
use of life for us? There are buge trunks 
of dry wood to he got here in plenty. 
Lighting the funeral pyre with them we 
shall all enter the tire. What shall wa 
epeak? How can we say that we followed 
ov his way the higbly powerful Rama who 
speaks sweetly and who thinks no wrong. 
Surely the forlorn city of Ayodhya with ita 
women, obildven and aged people, when it 
bebolds us resurn without Ragbava, will be 
plunged in deep sorrow and hopeless 
misery. We eame forth with that peerless 
-obief who was always self-controlled and 
how shall we now dare to look back on that 
down without him ?” 
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Complaining thus with varied cry they” 
toased on high their aged arms and they: 
eried sloud with sad hearts wrung with 
grief just like cows when deprived of- 
their calves. A while they followed on 
the road which showed traces of his 
ehariot but when at length those traces 
failad, a deep despsir assailed their 
hearts. When thoy diecerned no more the: 
chariot marks, these hopeless sages turned 
backward saying Ab, what is this? What- 
shal! we do? We have been foiled by Fate.” 
Then with distreased hearts they took the 
path by which they came and reached 
Ayodhya, the city whose good people were 
one and all oppressed with grief. With 
troubled spirits quite cast down, they looked 
upon the royal town, and from their eyes 
oppressed with woe their tears again began 
to flow. Boereft of Rama this city did not 
look beautiful jast like a dull river or lake- 
robbed of every saake by Garude. Dark 
and dismal as the moonlese sky or ag a aes. 
whose bed is dry, so sad and dead to every 
pleasure waa the town they beheld in great 
distress. Deprived of their senses by grief. 
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they entered their wealthy mansions with 
Great difficulty and on account of the lose 
of all cheer in their hearts they could not 
distinguish between their own kinsmen and: 
others though they looked at them minutely. 





POR iy 
CANTO XLVI. 


HE citizens that followed 

Rawa returned thus grief- 
, Stricken, bighly distressed, 

with tears flooding their 
ayes, snd sorrowfully 

panting for death. It ap- 
. peared that life hadalready 
gone out of those hearts which were filled 
with pieroing sortow. Each came to his 
respective house and surrounded by their 
wives and children they shed copious tears 
which spread in torrents over their cheeks. 
They did not rejoide, wey did not make 
merry; the trader did not exbibit bis 
wares, the abopa were not lively and the 
householders did not sook; none rejoiced 
on the recovery of lost treasure or on the 
attaining of immense wealth. Boarea the 
youthful motber smiled to see her first, her 





1—14] AYODHYAKANDA. 288 


new-born child, In every house the woman 
wailed and assailed her returning lord with 
keen taunting words that pierced like the 
steel the elephants. “Of what use to them 
are their houses, wives, wealth, sous or 
pleasures, whose eyes do no more look on 
Rama? Lakshmana is the only man of real 
worth, he who with Sita, follows Rama of 
the lineage of Kakutstha and serves bim in 
the foreat. Those pools and lakes and 
strearme are made boly for all time to come, 
ia whose pure waters Kakutatha eball bathe. 
Eaeb forest, dark with lovely trees, shall 
yearn to please Kakutstha; each mountain 
peak and woody bill, each mighty flood and 
moaay rill, each rocky height and shady 
grove where Rama rove, cannot but gladly 
weloome their hononred guest with the beat 
of sll they have. The trees that bear 
clastering blossoms and bright-hued buds 
shal) delight the heart of Rama and cheer 
him on the breezy height. For him the up- 
land slopes will show the choicest flowers 
and fruits that grow and fling before him 
ail their wealth even before the due season. 
Tho crystal water shall flow for him from 
Rit 19 
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each hill and the floods of the mountain- 
etreams shall be displayed in many a 
thousand cagcade- The trees on the tops 
of the hille shall surely delight Rama. 
Where Rama stands, there is no fear, no 
danger comes if he be near. For he is indeed 
a hero, highly powerful and is the son of 
Dasaraths. Let us all follow him before be 
goes a long distance away. Even the 
sbadow of the feet of such a noble master 
would aurely bring us happiness. He is the 
Lord of all these paople, be is our main-stay 
and he is our sole refuge. We shall attend 
on Sita and you had better serve Rama” 
Thus did the women of the town address, 
with grief-stricken hearts, their respective 
husbands. “ Rama shail he your guard and 
guide in the forest and Sita shall similarly 
provide for us, the members of the weaker 
sex. For, who would oare to linger here, 
where all is sad snd dark and drear? Who 
would hope for blies amid the mourners in 
@ poor soulless town like this? If this 
kingdom belongs to Kaikeyi, it will be devoid 
of virtues and will become protestoriess. Of 
what avail then to us is life itself, uot 
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to epesk of sons and wealth. If she, 
-sednoed by the lust of power, could cast 
away her lord and son, whom else would 
she spare, the base defiler of her royal race ? 
‘We swear by our obildren that so long as 
‘Kaikeyi is alive we, living, will never remain 
win ber kingdom though maintained by her, 
“Who oan live happily under that unrighteous, 
-wieked and cruel wretch who has sent into 
sexile the son of our lord and monsroh? 
Bowed down by her oppressive hand all the 
‘land will become helpless and lordless, and 
-awift destruction will seize everything 
‘because of her, Now that Rama bas been 
-exiled, the Emperor will not surely five long 
and when Dagaratha is dead, ruin will 
doubtless follow fast. Therefore you, who 
are now in dire difficulties with all your 
anerita lost, hed better either drink poison 
-or share Rama's lot or disappear into oblivion 
and be nob heard of. Nothing but a false 
pretence drove Rama, Sita and Lakshmana 
dhence and we have been left to Bharats 
Jike cattle in the shambles. With his 
countenance resembling the full moon, and 
with his dark complexion, with his hands 
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reaohing the knees and with his lotus eyes, 
‘Rama, the repressor of foes and the elder 
brother of Lakehmana is the firat to speak 
always. Sweet voiced and truth-spesking, 
the highly powerful Rame is lovely to behold 
like the moon and is beloved of the whole 
world. Surely that tiger among men whose: 
prowess resembles that of a rutted elephant 
Will grace the forests as the mighty warrior 
wanders there.” While they were lamenting: 
thus in the city, the countrywomen, 
consumed with grief, cried aloud just as 
people stricken with panic at the approach 
of death, While in each house the women 
bewailed thus on account of Rama the Sun 
set and night advanced. The fires of sactritios- 
were all cold, no text was hummed, no 
edifying tales were told, aud the shades of 
midnight gloom came down enveloping the 
mournful town. With perfect stillness in- 
the bazaar streets, with all joy gone and 
with no support, the town-of Ayodhya 
looked gloomy like the sky without the 
stars. Still, sick at beart and with senses 
lost, the women shed tears for Rama as 
gor their own son or brother exiled, for 
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Rama was indeed loved more than their own 
children. The town of Ayodhya where the 
feast, music, song and dance had ceased, 
agaleo all merriment and glee and where 
- every merchant's store was closed, retembled 
now the mighty ocean with all its waters 
- dried up. 


ad 


CANTO XLIX. 


OW Rama‘ also, the best of 
men, keeping in mind 
his father's commands, 
bad sped over many a 
league of road ere the 
night was passed, and as- 
he sped bis onward 
courae the morn dispelled’ 

tbe shades of night. Performing the- 

auspicious morning sandhyo, be surveyed: 
the country all around. Observing the 
villages with ploughed fields on their skirts 
and the forests with numerous flowers, be 
proceeded in fact very fasé with the help 
of those excellent horses, though he appeared 
to go slow. As Rama proreeded along he 
heard the peasants living in those villages 
speaking to each other thus.—" Fie om 
King Dassratha who has yielded himself 
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up to love's control. Fia on the cruel and 
sinful Kaikeyi sever bent on evil deeds; 
malicious and fierce she has passed all 
bounds of right and virtue and bas sent 
the forest as an erile such a highly wise 
and tender-hearted son of the monarch who 
had controlled the senses. How will that 
exalted Jady, Sita, the joy of King Janaka, 
ever acoustomed to pleasures, experience the 
hardehipp of the forest. Alas! King 
Dasaratha is affectionless, since be has 
abandoned his son, the faultless Rama, 
beloved of his subjects.” Hearing these 
words of the peasants who lived in the 
villages by the way, the lord of Kosala, 
the hero Rama, quickly left Kosala behind 
him, Then crossing the auspicious foods of 
the river Vedseruti, Rama went in the 
direction of the quarter in which sage 
Agastys resided. Still he sped on for many 
en hour and crossed the stream—the herd- 
frequented Gomati—whose cooling tide rolls 
onward til! she meets the sea. Borne 
by his rapid horses he reached that river's 
farther shore and then crossed the Syandika 
which resounded with the screams of 
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peacocks and awans. Then as he journeyed 
on the road Rama showed to Vaidehi the 
populous land which Manu of old gave to 
King Ikshvaku. The glorious prince, the 
lord of men, frequently addressed the 
charioteer as ‘Oh, Suta” and with « swan- 
like voice loud and clear told him thus :— 
“ When shall I return again and roam abont 
sporting in the floral woods on the banks of 
the Sarayu in conjunction with my father 
and mother? In this world, bunting in the 
forest is the recreation ordained for the 
sage-like kings, and has been always followed 
in season by the descendants of Manu and 
is ever eagerly coveted by bowmen. I do 
not desire to indulge tuo much in bunting 
in the forests of the Saraye but this is an 
unequalled recreation in this world approved 
for the royal saints.” Thus speeding on 
without rest or stay, Ikshvaku’s son pursued 
bis way. Oft his sweet voice broke the 
silence and spoke thus to the charioteer on 
varied themes. 


3 








3 

SH ASSING through the exten- 
sive and lovely Kosala, 
the elder,Obrother of 
Lakehmana, turned to- 
wards Ayodhya and with 
folded bands uttered these 
words. "Farewell, Oh 
best of sities, protected 
by Kakutstha, I address youas well as the 
gods who dwell in your temples and guard 
you Freeing the lord of the earth from the 
debt of his promise, I will return from my 
residenes in the forest and see you again 
in company with my father and mother.” 
With blood-red eyes om account of grief, 
he raised on high his right arm and while 
hot teara bedewed hie cheeka he meekly 
addressed the people from the (Kosala) 
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countryside. “You have shown due com- 
passion and regret for me. To grieve long 
is not good. You had better therefore 
@epart to look after your interests.” The 
people bowed before the noble Rama, 
sircled round hin and then with bitter 
wailing, they hesitatingly departed, each his. 
own way. While the people wept thus 
aloud unsatisfied, Rama sped beyond their 
sight just like the Sun disappearing at 
nightfall, Then the tiger among men pasned 
beyond, in his oar, the delightful city of the 
Kosalas, where grain and riches bless the 
land and people give with a liberal hand: 
A lovely realm unvexed by fear, where 
countless shrines and sporificial poste 
appear, where mango-groves and garden 
@row and streams of pleasant water flow,. 
where dwells content a well-fed race and 
aountiese kine grace the meadows, and 
where, filled with the voice of praige and 
ptayer each hamlet is worth a monarch's 
eare, The bravest of the brave, Rama, went 
right across the middle of the prosperous. 
and smiling country fall of lovely villas and 
gardens, and fit to be enjoyed by the fore~ 
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most of kings. Then Raghava saw the 
three-pathed, divine, Ganga, whoes waters 
were cool aud lovely and fres from moss, and: 
frequented by great Rishis, whose sacred 
banks were adorned with tbe gracefal 
asramas of saintly sages, in whose deep 
watars sport the apsaras joyously during the 
season, lively with devas, danavas,. 
gandharvas and kioparas and frequented. 
always by the beautiful wives of Nagas and 
Gbandarvas, with bundreds of sporting 
Grounds for the celestials and hundreds of 
lovely gardens, coursing in the heavens for the 
sake of the gods, illustrious and full of divine 
lotuses, with its fierce roaring onused by the 
dashing of the waters, smiling as it were 
with its pare white foam, with its waters 
fwisted like braid in some places, while 
in others circling beautifully in eddies, some- 
times still and deep, sometimes rushing 
fariously, in some places sounding solemnly 
and at others roaring dreadfully, with a host 
of gods bathing in ite waters and lovely with 
the pure lotuses, with enjoyable sandy 
beaches io some places and pure pebbles at 
others, always resounding with the sweet 
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tones of swans, and peacocks, and 
chakrovakas and other wild birds, lovely in 
some places with rows of trees grown on the 
banks, and covered with blossomed lilies at 
other places, dense with innumerable lotuses 
in some places and with multitudes of white 
water-lilies at others, bright with the buds 
and wild as it were on account of the 
intoxicating pollen from the different kinds 
of flowers, the remover of all sorta of dirt, 
and pure as a gem in appearance, the 
forests on whose banks often resound witb 
the terrific noises made by the elephants 
of the quarters, the wild and rotted elephants, 
the best of their species and worthy vehicles 
of the gods, resembling a damsel adorned 
carefully with excellent gems, surrounded by 
fraits, flowers, and shoots, as also by bushes 
and birds and frequented by porpoises, 
crocodiles and serpents, flowing from the feet 
of Vishnu, divine, sinless and destroyer of all 
sins—the Ganga which fell from the matted 
looks of god Sankara because of the power of 
the penance of Sagara, which is the consort of 
the Ocean, and which is resonant with the 
noises of sarasas and kraunchas. Rama reached 
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thie Ganga on his way to Sringaverapura, The 
mighty warrior saw the surging eddies of the 
tiver and told the charioteer Sumantra thus :— 
“We shall stay here to-day. Not fer from 
this river there grows a lofty Ingudi tree 
with numerous flowers and shoots. There 
“wo shall rest today, Ob charicteer. We 
sball bebold the hest of rivers, whose 
waters are worthy of all honour and which is 
sacred atike to all—gods, asuras, gandbarvas, 
beasts, birde and men. Saying “ very well” 
to Raghava, Lakshmana and Sumantra wend 
with the horses to the Ingndi tree 
Reaohing the lovely tree, the Joy of the 
Tkshvakus, Rama, got down from the car 
along with his wife ‘and Lakehmana, 
Sumantra aleo got down from the car, ua- 
yoked the horses and approached, with 
folded bands, Rama who was standing 
beneath the tree. 

In that region there lived a certain King 
by name Guba who was a very dear friend of 
Rama. He waa of the Nisbada osste, highly 
powerful and renowned as s sovereign. 
When he heard of the arrival of that tiger 
among men, Rama, be approsched him 
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‘surrounded by his elderly ministers and 
relations. Beholding at a distance the 
approach of the lord of Nishadas, Rama, 
along with Lakebmana, ran to meet Guha. 
He, distressed at the sight, embraced Rama 
well and said—"O Rama, This kingdom ie 
your own just like Ayodhya. So let me- 
know what I shall do for you. Who else, 
Ob mighty armed hero, will ever ace a guest 
ao dearas you to me.” Then he brought 
various dainty fares of every fisvour, rich 
and rare and quickly fetching the argbya, 
addressed Rama thua:— Welcome, Ob 
mighty hero, all these lauds entirely belong 
to thee. You are the lord here and we are 
your servants. Well may you rule our 
kingdom. Here are placed before you sweets 
foods, drinks and nectars. Here are soft 
eds for you and here the fodder for the 
horses." When Guha spoke thus, Rama 
replied :—"We have been in all ways highly 
‘honoured and pleased by your arrival here on 
foot aud by this exbibition of your friend- 
ship.” ..Then olasping him tightly with hig 
sbapely hands he said:—‘Fortunately do I 
fee you, Oh Guha, well,in health along with 
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your relations, Is everything well with 
your dominions, friende and wealth? But 
all these that you have provided with friendly 
affection, I regret I have to decline, though 
L appreciate them. Know me now to be an 
ascetic ruaming in the woods, following the 
path of a hermit, wearing grass, bark and 
hide aud subsisting on fraits and roots. A 
little fodder for the borses is all I need and 
aud nothing else. By this alone I shall 
consider myself as duly honoured. These 
horses are very dear to my father, the king 
Dasaratha and by these kind attentions paid 
to the horses I shall be highly honoured and 
pleased.” Then Guha immediately ordered 
his men on the spot to quickly fetch food 
and drink for the borses. Then wearing the 
bark-dress, Rama performed the evening 
sandhya and took simple water brought by 
Lakebmana himeelf. When Rama with his 
wife went to bed, Lakshmana washed his 
feet and then seated himself uuder the tree. 
And Guha also, with bow in band, eat near 
and conversed with Lakshmana and the 
ebarioteer and attentively kept faitbfal watch 
over Rams throughout the night. As the 
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illustrious son of Dasaratha, of lofty soul 
aud rare wisdom, who had never experienced 
troubles and whose life had always been one 
of bliss, lay there thus, the long night 
passed away pleasantly, 








CANTO LI. 


S Lakshmana still held bis 
vigil impelled by unatfected 
jove, Guba, who wes distres- 
sed at the sight of him, 
addressed him thus:— 
“Beloved youth, this, plea- 
sant bed is epread for your 
sake only. Retire in it as 

please and refresh yourself well, My 

‘men are all ncoustomed to hardships whereas 

you até used to pleasures only. For the sake 

-of protesting Kakutstha we shall all be 

awake. In the whole of this world there 

RB on 





806 RAMAYANA, [61 


breathes none dearer to me than Rama, 
These words I speak to you truly and by 
truth I swear to you. I hope to attain bigh 
renown in this world through his grace as- 
also extensive dharma and pure artha. 
Honce in company with my relations, I wil 
guard, bow in hand, my dear friend Rama 
who is tying down here along with Sita, from 
all dangers. To me who often roam in these 
forests, there is nothing unknown. We will 
oppose even a mighty army composed of the 
fourlorld forces.” Lakshmana then told 
bim thus—“ We have all no fear whatever 
here when you stand as our guardian—you. 
who are faultleas and who perceive always- 
only the right. How can it be possible for 
me to sleep when Rama ia lying down on the 
ground along with Sita? How can I cara 
for my life or for any pleasures? He whom 
even all the gods and asuras find it impossible 
éo vanquish in battle, bebold bin now lying 
happily with Sita on the grass. He who 
was obtained after immense trouble by 
tmaeans of hard penance and Vedic mantras, 
the ouly déar and worthy son of Dasaratha, 
with suitable marks, when be goes out a3 an 
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exile, the King will not live long. The 
Earth will surely be widowed soon. Having 
wept fall and joud, the women have now 
eeased on account of fatigue. The King’s 
palace is now, I think, atill, without any 
oares of anguish. Kausalya, the King, and 
my mother as well, I am not sure if they 
would ali live through this night. Par- 
ebance my mother may live for the sake of 
Satrughna but Kausalya, tho mother of the 
hero, must sink beneath the cbilliag grief. 
That town, full of people devoted to Rama, 
the world’s delight, so ricoh and fair, will 
sbare the King’s grief and perish. How will 
the life of that noble King remain in the 
body without seeing hia eldest, and beloved 
and noble son. When tbe King dies, then 
Kausalya also will surely pass away aod 
then my mother also will perish. The paat 
ig past; without obtaining his desire, with- 
out entrusting the kingdom to Rama, my 
father will perish. Happy are they who, at 
the time of the death of my father, the King, 
are able to perform well the funeral cere- 
monies. They will happily wander about ia 
the capital of my father, lovely with its 
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quadrangular courtyards and well-laid high- 
ways, with its lordly edifices and palatial 
residences, graced with excellent courtezans, 
abounding in cars, horses and elephants and 
resounding witb the notes of musical trum- 
pets—the abode of ali auspiciousness, filled 
with joyous and rich people, baying gardens 
and villas and celebrating popular festivals. 
Ab! Will Dasaratha live till we return after 
dwelling in the forest? Will we be able to 
sée that noble soul of firm vows on our 
return? When these years of evils are paat, 
may we, with joy at last, turn to Ayodhya 
aod enter the city in compavy with him who 
keeps his promise woll.” While the noble 
ptince Likahmana was lamenting thug dis- 
tressed with grief the night passed away. 
‘When the son of the forem 3¢ of man, intent 
on the walfare of bis subjects spoke thus 
truly, Gubs became affucted with sorrow on 
atoount of his strong affection to Rama and 
suffering frors fever shed tears juet like an 
elephant suffering from paiv. 


. 





CANTO LII. 





of dey and the iNustrious 
Rama of expausive chest 
spoke thus to Lakshmana 
of auspicious marks, the 
son of Sumitra.— This is 
the time of Sunrise, Ob, 
child, the glorious night 
has passed. The beautiful dark-winged kot? 
has commenced to warble. The sounds of 
Peacocke are heard as they cry in the forests. 
May we betimes cross the swift-flowing 
Ganges that Hows into the sea. Hearing 
Bama’s words, Saumitri, the joy of his 
friends, called Guba and the charioteer and 
stood in front of his brotber. Guba beard 
the words of Rama and understanding 


yy IGHT gave place to dawn 
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their import, he quickly called the chief 
oarpenter and told his ministers there. 
" Fetch here quickly a boat, swift, strong aod 
fair with rudder, oars and men.” On hearing 
the commands of their king, the ministers of 
Guba made ready a lovely boat and informed 
Guha of it. Then with folded bands Guha 
told Rama—“ Oh lord, the boat is come; 
what else shall I do for you? Oh yon” 
renowned as the son of a celestial, here is 
the boat ready for you, Ob foremost of men, 
to cross the river that flows into the sea. 
May you get into it, Ob you of excellent 
wows.” Then the highly effuleent Rama 
@poke thus to Guha—"“Iam quite gratified 
with your.attentions. Let everything be got 
into the boat quickly.” Then donning on 
their coats of mail and fixing the bows and 
swords, the 6wo Raghavas, in company wit 
Bite, descended the slopas of the Gauges. 
Then the charioteer humbly approached the 
virtuous Rama and ssid—" What sball I do 
now.” Then Rama touched Sumantra with 
his right band and eaid—“ Oh Sumantra, 
go back quickly and attend on the king with 
watchful care. Turn back. Thus far is enough 
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ior me. Leaving the car we shall benca 
proceed on foot to the great forest.’’ 
Finding himself thus dispensed with, the 
-charioteer Sumantra, grieved at heart, spoke 
thus to that tiger among men, the descendant 
of Ikshvaku. “ None has surpassed this in 
this world, your living in the forest like an 
ordinary individual with your wi'e and 
-brother, I think no good has resulted from 
your Brahmacharya, or study or tenderness 
- oy atraightforwardaoess, since woe like this 
afflicts you. Oh Ragbava, living in the 
forest with Vaidehi and your brother, you 
eball, Ob hero, attain a glorious state ag 
though you have conquered all the shrea 
worlds—We are indeed lost, Ob Rama, for, 
deceived by you, we sht!! become subject to 
Kaikeyi’s control and shall partake of tha 
evila of that sinner.’’ Saying thus to him 
whom be considered as equal to himaelf, 
“Sumantra the charioteer then saw Rama 
gone very far and distressed with grief wept 
for a long while. Then when his tears were 
- dried and the charioteer had purifed himeelf 
with water, Rama told him again and again 
-these sweet words. “I do not find any 
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friend of the Iksbyakus equal to you. You 
had better behave in such a way that king 
Dasaratha may never grieva for me. The 
lord of the world is old, with his heart grief- 
stricken, and is worn and weak with love's 
burden. Hence I tell you this. Whatever 
that nobls Emperor might command fo please 
his beloved Kaikeyi’s heart, let that be done 
wohesitatingly. Act in such a way, Oh 
Sumantra, that the great King may not 
become false or be consumed with grief. On 
my behalf you had better bow fo the king 
who hae never experienced aoy pain and 
who is old and noble, with subdued senses 
and repeat to bim these words of mine:— 
“Myself or Lakebmana or Maithili do vot 
grieve that we are banished from Ayodhya 
octhat we dwell in the forest. When the 
fourteen years of our esile are quickly 
passed, you shall behold Lakehmana, Sita 
and myself return speedily. Having spoken 
thus to the King, Oh Sumantra tell my 
mother and the other ladies together with 
Kaikeyi again and again that we are doing 
weil. Convey to my mother Kausalya from 
myself, Sita and the noble Lakshmana, our 
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salutations at ber sacred feet. Tell the 
Emperor also as follows—' Fetch Bharata 
quickly and when he is arrived Bharata 
should be seé on the royal throne. When 
you have embraced Bharata and installed 
him as Yuvaraja your aged heart will cease 
to ache with bitter pangs for our sake.’ Say 
to Bharats also thus—'The way in which 
you behave towards the King, observe the 
same behaviour towards all the mothers 
witbout any distinction. As Kaikeyi is to 
you so is especially Sumitra; Similarly 
also especially my mother Queen Kausalya. 
Eager to act according to the will of your 
father who chooses you to fill the throne of 
Yuvaraja, you will be able to attain eternal 
happiness both in this world and in the next.” 
‘When he was thus turned back by Rama, 
Sumantra became grief-stricken, heard all 
that Rama said and out of affection replied to 
Kakutstha. “Should .deep feeling mar in 
any way my speech prompted by fond 
devotion, pray forgive whatever I wildly 
speak. My love is strong, my tongue is 
weak. Deprived of you how shall I retura 
to that town, where the people are sick at 
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heart on account of your exile as though 
they are distressed with the pangs of 
separation from their sons. Having then seen 
my car with Rama the people will rend asunder 
that city with their cries of woe when 
they see the car now without Rama. Woe 
will be theirs too deep to brook when they 
look on the empty car elone with its 
ebarioteer returning home as when from 
hosts whose chiefs are alain. Though you are 
now far distant from them, the subjects are 
keeping you always in front of their minds 
and thinking of you ever and anon they have 
surely pot partaken of any food to-day. 
You yourself witnessed, Oh Rama, bow the 
subjects were distressed and overwhelmed 
with grief on your account when you were 
being banished to the woods. The great 
despair and the shriek of woe which they 
uttered when they saw you depart will be 
multiplied a hundredfold when they see me 
alone with the car. And what shall I cay? 
Shall I say to the Queen—'I bave taken 
your son to his maternal uncle’s house. So 
do not grieve.” I cannot frame so falee o 
tale. Yet bow can I speak the unpleasant 
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‘truth and thus grieve the lady? How shall 

these excellent horses whom none hat 
ymyeelf could control aud who used to carry 
your relations aud friends, bow sball they 
-now look on the car without you? Therefore 
.it is not possible for me, Ob faultless one, to 
go back to Ayodhya without you. It behoves 
you to permit me to follow you to reside in 
the forest. 


If these entreaties of Thine cannot move 
syour heart, iftyou still quit me end depart, 
then the fiames shall end my car and me, 
-deserted thus and refs of thee. Whatever 
obstacles to penance bappep to you in the 
sforest, I shall, Oh Raghava, with the help 
of this car, destroy their power. Tho 
:pleasures of driving the car were 
obtained by me not by your indulgence; 
'T now long to enjoy the pleasures of the 
forest life by your favour. Be pleased. 
T wish to atay in the forest by your side. 
‘I wish you would tell me affechionately 
“Be by my side." These horaes also, if 
they serve you who dwell in the forest, will 
surely attain the highest bliss. Living in the 
dorest I shall serve you with head and heart. 
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I shall gladly renounce Ayodbya or even 
the celestial regions. If is not possible- 
for me to enter that Ayodhya without you 
just as it is not possible for sinners to enter 
the capital of Mahendra- This is my desire 
that when the period of exile is over I. 
should take you again into this City in this. 
car itself, Tha fourteen years in the forest 
in your company will pass away in no time. 
Otherwise it will become bundredfold. 
Do not, kind lord, leave me, your servant, 
who whould cleave to his master's son and: 
pursue the same path with bim, devoted, 
tender, just and true.’ When poor 
Sumantra entreated bim thus again and 
again in various waye, Rama, who always 
sympathised with his servants spoke thus 
to him. “Oh faithful servant, I know 
very well how true and attached you are: 
tome. Listen cow to thereason why I send. 
you from here to the City. When my 
younger mother Kaikeyi sees your return 
to the town, she will be convinced that 
Rama haa gone to the woods. Pleased at 
my having gove to the forest, that lady 
will not doubt the virtuous King as a liar. 
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The foremost of my cares is this that my 
younger mother may obtain her son's king- 
dom prosperous and protected on all sides 
by Bharata. So for the sake of myself 
and the monarch, you had better go to the 
town along with the car, and communicate 
:28 desired what I have said to the respective 
personages.” Thus spoke the prince and 
strove hard to cheer the heart of the chario- 
teer. Then the manly Rama turned to 
Guha and spoke these wise words. “It 
ig not proper on my part, Ob Guha, to live 
now ina forest inhabited by men. I must 
wecessarily reside in a hermitage and mould 
my fife in accordance with those rules, I 
sball now gladly take up the vowa that form 
the adoraments of hermits and thereby bring 
wbout the welfare of my father as also of 
Sita and Lakshmans. I shalt braid my hair 
into matted locks and then go to the forest. 
Bring me the juice of the fig-tree.” Then 
Guba brought immediately the said juice 
for the prince and Rama prepared the 
matted locks both for himself and for 
Lakshmana. Aod the long-armed tiger 
among men then wore the hermit braid. 
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Then the two brothers Rama acd Lakshmaua, 
with their bark-dresses and matted braids, 
shone bright like Bishis. Treading the- 
path of the Vaikbanasas, Rama along with. 
Tukehmana foliowed the vows of that life- 
and spoke to his helpmate Guha thus— 
“Do you, Oh Guba, vigilantly proteat the 
army, the exchequer, the forts and the 
provinces, for, the sovereign's task—to watch 
and guard—is supremely bard.” Then 
taking leave of Guba, the Joy of the- 
Akehvakus went calmly and quickly with: 
his wife and Lakshmana. Finding the: 
boat ready on the river-shore, the Joy 
ol the Ikshvakus, eager to cross the awift- 
flowing Ganga, told Lakehmana thus—" 
You bad better ascend gently, Oh tiger 
among men, the hoat that stays here and 
next to you make the noble Sits get into it 
by extending a helping band to her." 
Hearing his brother's commande, Lakshmana, 
ia furtherance of it, got Maithili first into- 
ths boat and then embarked himealf. Then 
the bighly effulgent elder brother of 
Lakshmans himeelf ascended the boat and 
immediately the Lord of the Nishadas, 
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Guha, urged his kiosfolk. Having got 
on board the boat, the exceedingly puissaot 
Reghava, recited the prayers fit to be recited 
by both the Brahmins atid Kshatriyas, in 
order to secure all blessing. Then sipping 
the water as laid down in the scriptures, 
he, in company with Sita and Lakshmana 
of unequalled glory, bowed to that 
river with » delighted heart. Taking 
leave of Sumantra and also of Guha and his 
forces, Rama seated himself in the boat and 
urged the sailors to proceed. Then, impelled 
by swift and vigorous arws, the vessel held 
her onward course, and guided by the helma-- 
men, she flew through the dashing waves- 
of Ganga. When she reached the middle of 
the river Bhagirethi, the faultless Vaidehi, 
folded her hands reverently and addressed. 
the river thus :—" May this von of the great 
Eeoperor Dagaratha, protected by your care, 
falfil hie prudent father's royal will. When- 
he has spent in the forest the fourteen yeara - 
of banishment with his dear brother and with 
me, he shall return again tohishome. Then, . 
Ob fair lady, as we return eafe I will pay 
you my offerings, dear Ganga who can bestow 
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all blessed gifts. You course through all the 
thrée worlds, Oh lady, and in the couras of 
your wanderings you bave seen the Brahma- 
loka, You are the consort of the Lord of 
the Occan and you stroll herein this world 
gloriously. To thee, fair queen, my head 
shall bend, to thee shall hymns of praise 
ascend, when the tiger among men shall 
safely return and obtain his kingdom. To 
win thy grace I shall give to the Brahmins 
@ hundred thousand kine end precious robes 
and finest meals. A thousand jars of wine 
shall flow when J return to my city. Taving 
bathed pure I shall sacrifice with these and 
with flesb, corn and rice. Bach hallowed 
spot, each haly shrine, that stands on these 
Mair shores of thine, each fane and altar on 
thy banks shall share my offerings and 
thanks, Ob blameless lady, may he the 
blameless and strong-armed return to Ayodhya 
from’ the forest with me and [:akshmana 
free from harm.” Thus conversing with 
Ganga, the faultless Sita, whose heart was 
right and true. speedily reached the Southera 
shore. Reaching the shore that best of men, 
the vepressor of foes left the boat and stood 
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on the shore along with his brother and 
Vaidebi. Then the strong-armed Rama 
addressed thus the ephancer of the joy of 
Sumitra. “ Be thine alike to guard and aid 
in peopled apet or in lonely sbade. In lonely 
dense forests we must necessarily guard her. 
You had better go firat, Oh son of Sumitra, 
and let Sita follow you. I shall go bebind 
you both protecting both Sita and yourself, 
We have to mutually protect each other, Oh 
best of men, Vaidehi, who has not till now 
met with any arduous toil, shall today ex- 
perience the hardsbips of a forest life. Today 
ber tender feet must tread the rough rocky 
wilds where people do not: crowd and where 
no gardens grow.” Hearing the words of 
Ramzez, Latshmana started first, and then 
Sits and behind ber Raghava, the joy of the 
Ragbus. When Rama speedily reached the 
other shore of the Ganga, Sumantra stretoh- 
ed bis eyes and beheld bim ag far as he 
could, but when owing to the hinderances in 
the way he could vo longer see him, he 
torned back bis eyes and helplessly shed 
feare being overcome with grief. Having 
oroseed the mighty river, the noble Rama, 
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the bestower of boons and the equal in 
prowess to a lokepala, than entered the 
flourishing and smiling Vatsas crowned 
with goodly crops. They slew there the 
four big beasts viz Varaha, Risya, Prishata 
Maharuru, took their pure flesh and fealing 
hungry went in time to the shelter of a tree 
for halting thereunder. 








CANTO LHI 


AMA, the best of those 
that captivate others, 
reached that tree, per- 
formed the evening 
sandhya, and spoke to 
Lakshmana thus,— 
“This is the first night 
that sees us onteide the 
inbabited tracts and 

without the company of Sumantra. Yet 

do not be uneasy on that score. From thiv 
wight forwards we have to keep a very 
diligent vigil, Oh Lakehmana, for the 
welfare of Sita depends on us: We shal 
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somehow pass this- night, Ob Saumitri; 
‘preading on the ground the leaves fetched 
by ourselves we shall anyhow lie on them.” 
Saying thus, Bama, who is worthy of costly 
couches, sat on the ground, conversed 
with Lakeshmane = rehearsing many 
a pleasant tale) “Ob Eakshmann, it is 
eertain thet the Emperor will hardly sleep 
today. Kaikeyi should now he content 
with ber desires fulfilled. She yearns so 
fiercely for the Empire that when she sees 
Bharata veturn home, she in her greed, may 
even bring destruction on our lord, the 
King. What cau be do, old and roft of all 
aid and deprived of me, his soul enslaved by 
fove' and controlled by Kaikeyi. As thus 
T muse upon his wos and the confusion of 
bis senses, I think kama is of greater might 
than dharma and artha. Oh Lakshmana, 
what man is there, unlearned though he be, 
who, for the sake of a female, would forsake 
his own obedient and loving son just as 
my Inther hag’ done me? Bharata, the son 
of Kaikeyi, wilt alone with his wife enjoy 
the throne and blissfully maintain bis rule 
over happy Kosala’s domain, Now that our 
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father has grown old and 1 am staying inthe 
forest be shall, all alone, enjoy bappily the 
whole of the kingdom. He who renounces artha 
-and dharma and follows the path of kama, be 
speedily gets into trouble like King Deaaratha; 
‘A think, Ob lovely Lakshmans, that Kaikeyi 
+is bora in this world juat with three purposes, 
viz,, to make an end of Dareratba, to send 
me into exile and to get the kingdom for 
Bharata. Ah me! J fear that borne away 
by the frenzy of her success, Keikeyi may 
harass considerably Kausalya and Sumitra 
just for paining me. Queen Sumitra should 
never on my account experience pain. Ob 
Lakshmane, you had better go from here to 
Ayodhya in the morning. I ehall all alone go 
with Sita to Dandake. You shall become the 
protector of the helpless Kausalya. Kaikeyi 
is surely very mean-minded and will stoop 
to do many @ base and unrighteous deed. 
She may even kill my mother when the 
-virtuous Bharat, rules. Surely, in some 
former birtbe mothers were deprived af their, 
-ohildren by my mother and hence only, Oh 
son of Sumitra, this bae come to pass. 
Having been long nourished and tended with 
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all pain and care, now in the hour when ber 
jabours ought to bear fruit I have left ber. 
Ab, fie on me. May no woman, Ob 
Lakahmana, give birth to a son like myself 
sioce I cause endless grief to my mother. I 
consider the Sartka, Oh Lakshmans, to be 
more affectionate than myself, since she ia 
heard to say—‘‘ Parrot, bite the foot of the 
foo.” Reft of ber son, in childless woe, my 
wother's tears for ever flow: Ill fated and: 
doomed to strive with fate what aid oan she- 
derive from me” Deprived of me, my mother 
Keusalya is most unfortunate. Pressed. 
down by care she cannot rise from sorrow's 
flood wherein she lies. When I am enraged, 
Ob Lakshmans, { ogo, unaided and all alone: 
guard with my arrows the whole of 
Ayodhya—nay even the whole of this 
Korth. But the display of prowess for no- 
reason whatever is not proper. Afraid of 
doing wrong and of what would await me in 
the next world, Ob faultless Lakshmana, I 
have not now installed myself in the 
kingdom.” 


Thus mourning in that lonely forest, Bama 
bewailed bis lot and with eyes full of tears- 
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he sat there silent in the dead of night. 
“Then Laksbmana conacled Rama who was 
-exhausted with lamentation like fire whose 
flames are spent or like the ocean whose 
waves bave lost their fury. ‘Certain it is, 
‘Oh Rama, the best of warriors, that since 
your departure thence, the town of Ayodhya 
-will be now shorn of ite splendour just like 
tthe night deprived of the moon. There is 
‘no use Rame, in your grieving now like thie. 
You are simply cavaing sorrow to Sita and 
to myself, Oh best of men. Neither Sita, 
‘nor myself, Oh Raghava, will be able to live 
-even for one hour if we ara deprived of you 
just ag the fish takem ouk of water. Deprived 
-of you, Oh represser of féeg, I do not wish 
to visit either my, father or Satrughna, 
-or Sumitra ot ewan bepyen:” Bhen sitting 
there at ease, their giapess fell..en the well- 
‘teid-out bede nob fax foam sem under the 
‘banyan trep and, botlt the lovers of virtue 
resorted to them. Hearing those excellent 
sand appropriate words of Lakebmana, Rama, 
the subduer of foes, long accustomed to 
dharma, took kindly to forest life for the 
full period of years. Then in that lonely 
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forest those two highly powerfal heroes, 
the perpetuaters of the race of Raghava,. 
mever experienced any fear, just like lions. 
roaming on the slopes of mountains. 


dea 





